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55.1, Ho, every one thagthirſteth3 drink 
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Poor Doubcing Chriſtian 
driwn unto Chriſt. 


Toh, 6.45, -: ffs +3 
| Every man therefore that hath 
heard and hath (earned of the 
- Father cometh unto me, 


Here are divers, 
and impediay 
which hinder poor 
Chriſtians from co- 
ming unto Carilt , 142 
all which I deſire - 27 
L to reduce.t0 theſe following Heads, © 4 

Firft, ſach hinderances as really. © 4 _ 
keep men-from comingro take hold _ | ÞÞ 
[EET © 
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2 © *$:.T he poor doubtin g ( briſtias. 


y E by, : 
2251 o 
oo & 
E Lets which 


> - from com- {ent themſelves with 1 
” Clviſt. them, when there is no ſuch mat- 4 


of Chriſt at all; which are briefly 
theſe, 

1. Blinde careleſ{ neſs or preſum- | 
ptuous Security, whereby men con- 
Meir preſent 
condition, preſuming all is well with 


hinder men 


ter. 

2, Being convinced gf tþis, they 
berhirk how to fave themſelves by |. 

their owne ftrength, and thereupon 
ſet upon a reformation of life, think» 
ing to make God amends by refor- | 
ming fome ſinnes which they beare | 
themſefves reproved of by the Mini- 
ſters. Sp 

3. The linner bei's convinced of 

his utter inability to pleaſe God in 
himſeife, at length pers up a ſtaire |, 
higber , ard ſees ali bis p: rformgn-Þ 
ces, ard prayers, and duties to bee of” 
no power in themſelves, but that hee |: 
rn uit leave all, at:zd cleave onely unto 
Chr:{ by faith ; and this he thinks he, 
can doe well enough, and fo truſts} 
b:ofelie apon Chritt, thinking all theF 
work is then done, and ro more to be 
"Iooked aſter. | 
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 dramn unto C brite. 


VO" 


4. If hee ſees this failes him too, 
then hee goes yet further, and confeſ- 
ſeth hee cannot come to Chriſt, EX= 


\ . cept Chriſt give him his -hand, »nd 


helpe him up ; therefore now he will 
attend upon the Ordinances, and la- 


| bonr and beſt:r himfelfe hard in the 


uſe of all good meanes, conceiving 
thereby to hammer out at lalt a faith 


. of his ogn to make him happy. And 


here he reſts, hanging as it were up. 


| onthe outſide of the Ark fo long, cil 


at laſt the waves and windes growing 


| fierce 8nd violent, he is beaten off, 


ard fo fioks for ever. 

Beſides theſe,there are other kinds 41 
of hinderances which do not indeed” 
deprive a man of titie anda 


4- that hee cannot come _to Chrik fa 


tt” readily as he defires and longs gs to-do; 


| the g:0and whereof is this ; When 


men, out'of carnall reaſon, contrive - 
another way tO come unto Chriſt 


&- then ever hee ordained or revealed; 
when we /ct np our ſtaniards by Gods 


Handard, or our threſholds 4 kis, 
Az ek, 
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The poor doubting C hriflian 
Ezek. 43.8. and out of our own ima- 
gination, make another ſtate of be- 
lieving then ever Chriſt required or 

- ordained. No marvel that we come 
ſhort of him - For thus we put rubs, 
and make bars in our way : wee ma- 
nacte our hands, and fetter our feet, 
and thea fay, that wee cannot take, 

- Gor go - Thus tis with you poore 

_ Chriftians,and the fault is yaur own. 

Three But, amongſt many, there beethree 


main bin- Hiderances which are chiefly to b*e 
beep obſerved, by which many graciout 
men from hearts are marve)louſly hindered 
Chrilt, from coming to, and from receiving 
2 that comfort from Chrift which they 
might,and he.is willing to impart un- 

to them, 
x Fiſt, the diſtreſſed ſouſe, being 
(haply ) truly humbled, takes notice 


—— 


hearts pf his children, and 'of all 
thoſe precious promiſes which God 
bath made to all that are his; now 


reaſon with it ſelfe, and faith ; Sure- 
ly if I were fo holy and fo gracious, 


of the beauty of holineſſe, and the .. ; 
Image of God ſtampr upon the Þ 


rhe ſoul ſeeing theſe, begins thus to , 


then 


[> 

«<6 IC ® x 
ſ + 
- ts ci: 


NOR oxto Chrift, | 


—__ O_——_— 


oo wo 


- then I might have Hope to receive 
p the pardon of my finnes : or were my 


heart ſo enlarged to dutits and could 


C | 
e {| myheart bee {0 carryed with power 
; zgainſt my corruptions, to maſter 


- {| them, then there were ſome. nope : 


A But when I have no power again 
, {1 5ne,nor any heart to ſeek ſo impor- 
e tunately for a Chriſt, how care I 
\. think that any mercy helongs to me, 
e | having ſo many wants ?' Thus they 
© dare nOt come to the xp ; ard e 
” | they will not venture upon'it, becauſe 
d | they bavenot the enlargement to du- 
Fe ties, & that porver aga!rſt corruption 
which ſometimes the Saints of God 
1 have. 
But wee mu? know, this doth not 
hinder; and that wee make that a 
hinderance, which, in truth; '15 none, 


For ( obſerve it ) wee mult not think 
tO bring our enlargements and hope 
to the promiſe, bur go to the pro- 
miſe for them : Hope mu t bee ſtir- 


" red, and Deſire quickned, and Love 
to 4 and Joy kindled by the promiſe. Bat 
+. Y who made this condition of the Co- 
is, | venant, That a man muft have fo 


A 4 


Wi. 
" 
th. Ate. . 


[t | 
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much 
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mach of enlargement, before hee can 
come to the promiſe ? Our Saviour 
being our hiisband, requires no por- 
tion with us,nor ever look: after any: 
All that he looks for, is meer pover- 
ty and emptineſſe. If thou ha't no- 
ting, yet hee will have thee with thy 
rothing;provided that thou wile have 
him, Therefore it is thus written ; 
Th: rich he (ends empty away; but the 
poore hee ſatisfies, and the thirſty 
hee refreſhes with good ; and fo, as 
that there is nothing,required on our 
ſ1ceg2ur to receive him as a Husband: 
For, Buy Without money, is the Text. 
You muſt not come and think to boy 
a Husband : the Lord looks forno 
power or ſufficiency from you, of 
your ſelves; nor of your ſelves any 
power againſt corruption,or en.arge= 
ment to Cuties : If you will be con- 
rent that Chriſt (34]l take all from Þ 
you, and diſpoſe of you and all; then, 
take a Saviour, and then you have 
him. 

But the poor ſoule ſaith, 7f 1 go thus 
hzoiwinkid how ſhall I know that 
1 doe not preſume; and how ſhall 1 
know 
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drawn unto Chiiſh, 
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know that 1 have a trus title to the 
Promiſe ?” * 


ment -in- the worid to prove thar 

thou haſt an intereſc in Chri't, then 
this, which is thy taking of the Lord - 
\ Chriſt as a Saviour wholly, and as an 


as received him, to them hee gave 
po'wer to bee the Sons 0* God, even to. 
them t at believe 0» his Name. He 
doth not ſay, To as many as had ſuch 
enlargement to du:1cs,and ſuch pow- 
er againft corruption ; but if chou , 
wilt take Chriſt upon thoſe termes 
which he offers himſelfe, there is no. 
| better argument under heayen then 
that, to prove that thou haſt a title 
to the promiſe, Indeed, there is a de-- 
ſperate deſpair that often ſeizeth up- 
1 on the hearts of cilirefſed ſinners, | 
-F' 2. Therefore in the ſecond place, as 


SR TEE OE ate. 9 4 bot as ol Bs 


=, Ws 


”> | theſinner looks upon the excellency - 
© | of Chriſt, and of prace, and upon . 
| his own inſufficiency withall, which 
ood , makes him that hee will not yenture-. 
7 | uponthe promiſe ; ſo hee looks too . 


bt altogether upon his owne (infulnefle - 


I anſwer : There is no better argu- -Anſw 4 


Husband only, Fohn 1. 12. As mary 
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The poor donbtin g Chriſtian, 


and_worthineſſe, _and_1 therefore 
dare_not venture upon it ;*he views 
the number of his ſins ſo many and 
vile, and the countenance of them ſo 
long, and durable; and hee ſeeth the 
floods of abominations coming in ſo 
amaine upon his ſoule, and Satan to 
boot, ( who helps him forward in all 
this, ) therefore he dares not make 
out unto C hrift. But this is the poli- 
cy of the Dzvil, who ( ifhe can) will 
make a man to ſee finne chorow his 
owne Spettacles, or not to ſee it at 
all; and then to ſay, There is-mercy 
enough in a Saviour, and therefore 


I may live as I lift. But when the 


ſinner will needs ſee his ſinne,then he 
will jet him ſee nothing but ſin; and 
this, to the end that hee may deſpaire 
iOr EVET. 

Now here the poore ſinner is at a 


Rand, and can go no further; for tell 1 


him of the mercy of God, and ofthe 
plenteous redemption in Chriſt, and 
of the riches of the freeneſſe of Gods 
grace : What(ſzith he)ſhouldT think 
that there is any mercy for me, and 
hat I have any intereſt in Chriſt ? 
4 that 
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draws unto Chriſt, 9:4 


Sr rn ongomum 


——_ 


that wereftrange. And thus the ſon! 
is alwayes poring, and alwayes too 
much faſtened and ſetled upon his 
corruption, ever ſtirring the ſore, Jones} 7 
without ever going to the Phyſitian. 
Where note, that a man is as well 
kept. from looking to Chrift by de- 
ſpair, as by. preſumption. Before 
hee ſees his fin, he thinks his cond:- 
tion iS good, and that he harh a ſuf- 
ficiency of his own, and needs not £0 

to Chriſt ; and when hee fees his ſin, 
then hee beholds ſo much vileneſs in 
himſelfe, and init, that he dares not 
0 to Chriſt, leſt when he comes be- 
fore him , he ſend him down to that 
ever- burning lake of fire and brim- 
ſione, Herein the Devil is very ſub- + 
tie; but this doth not hinder our 
title to Chriſt, neither ought it to diſ- 
courage us from laying hold on tal- 
vation. 

4, For firſt, /obſerve it, ) For whom 
did Chriſt come into the world, and 
for whom did hee dye when hee was 
come ? Was it for the 7ighreous 2 
juch needed him not : It was for the. 
poor finver that judges himfelfe, that”. 


& othi7, Rana. 
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The poor-donbring Chriltian, 


condemns himfelfe, and.that hee can- 
not ſave bimſelfe. Pan! faith, (hriſt 
' Feſus came $nto the World to ſave ſine 
ners, of Whem Iam the ctiefe: and 
Zech. 13.1, There is a fountain 0 
pened for ſiune, ani for nncleanneſſe ; 
rhat is, for sll ſorts of ſins, and kinde 
of ſinners: bze their iniquities never 
ſo great, and never ſo vile, there is 
2 Fountain ſer open for them; come 
whe will. There was never any ſaved 


tat was not a Rebel firft; nor any 


SL 


not the mercies of God, and bis 
g\ grace in Chriſt. The ficry Serpent did 
+ ſting the people in the wildernefle ; 
\2 firft then they were ftung, and being 
i ſtung, there was a brazen Serpent to 
ER + heal chem. Bug, | 
b 2. Obſerve the folly of this plea ; 
-. what Scripture ever ſiid, that the 
Ire oreatneſle of mans linne cou'd hinder 
| the greatneſſe of Gods mercy ? no' 
T: Pfal,25.12, Scripture ſaith ſo; wee ſee David 
= prayeth to the contrary, Have mer- 
ey upon me, O Lord, and pardon my 
F  fonnes, for they aregreat : Nay, God 
13 a hamfelf doth the quite contrary, //as. 


CI 


received to mercy, thar firſt oppoſed 


"So DBA T9 M3 jad 


el 


| drawn unto (['brift. 
). 43» 24,25. Thou haſt made me ſerve 
with thy fenncs, and wraried me with 
thine intquities, yet 1 am hee that blot- 1 
| teth out thy tranſpreſſiens for my bs 
| Names (ake. When the Jews did tire = 
| God with their d:iſtempzred manners, 
| and burthened him with their ſinful 
' courſes, then the Lord for his owne 
Name ſake would not ſo much as 
remember their iniquities againſt 
- them. 
3. Apaine obſerve, Thac ſins, though 
| they bee never ſo hainous of them- 
ſelves , Jet if the ſoule can ſee them, . 
| and the heart bee burdened with 
them, they are ſo farre from hinder- 
ing the work of faith, and from ma- 
king thee uncapable of mercy, taat 
they fit chee the rather to go toChrift 
' Thetruth is (which 1 pray you take 
* | noticeof, )itis not properly our un- 
' |]. worthinefle, but our pride and 
' [| havphtineſſe chat hinders us from 
| | comming te Chriſt ; for wee would 
- | have ſomething from our ſelves, and 
5 | notall from him, Bur to thediltreſ- 
| fed ſoul, that ſees the vileneſſe of his 
; finnes ; I ſay, Suppoſe thy fins were” 
| : fewer, 


_— — 


nw whe, our” 


I2 *  T ke fooy aeubting Chriftiay. \ 
fewer; yet upon ſuch a Suppoſe, | 
thou wouldft not go to Chriſt, as 
perſwaded of the freeneſs of his grace; 
but becauſe thy ſins are not many, | 
and upon concelt that thou haſte a |! 

' worthinelle in thy ſelfe, and wouldft 
IA bring ſomething to Chriſt,and not re- 

* '_ _ ceive all from him; therefore thou +7 
keepeſt back. And is it not plaine |} 

( then ) that it is thy pride, and thy | 
ſelf- conceitedneſſe that hinders thee ? |! 
Thou mutt have thus much grace and 
bolinefle; and Chrift muſt not juſtifie |? 
the ungodly, but the godly man. Bart | ; 

TT tell thee, that, upon ſuch terms, hee | 
wil! never juſtifie thee or any man 
while the world ſtands. 


Objc®. Butthe ſoule replies again ; My fins | 
are worſe then [o,not onely becanſe they | 
are many, but becauſe of the mercy\ | 
and [alvation that 1have rejefted, aud\ 1] 

, ih bath been offered me from day to 

AY. ; = 
dobs But I anſwer : This cannot burt 

thee, provided that thou ca it ſee 

thoſe evils of thine : For then, J 

though - thou. haſt caſt away the 

| | kinds ; 


* 


drawn! unto ro ( wriſt. 


a kindneſſe of the eLord, yet the Lord 
s | - wilknotcaſt thee away, if thou wilt 
3 | come and ſeck him earneſtly agaln 
» | and apaine: Foy the iniquity of his 
a | coveton{neſſe I was Wrath( faith God) lai, $2:124 
t | and 1ſmote him; 1 hid my ſelfe,and he GS, 
- 3 went 01 forwardly in the way of his 
u 7 own heart, If this could have hin- 
[: | dred, 7ndah ſhould never have re- 


ceived mercy ; but the Text ſaith, I 


* [] haveſcenhis wayes, and will heale 

d [4 Chim; Thon haſt played the harlot with 

ie |} many lovers, ger turn again to me, 3. fs 
t'y ſaththe Lord. So then, there is no 

e|} rime paſt, if a man have but a heart 

nj toreturn, There isno limitation of 


the riches of Gods free grace, except 
|4 theſin apaioſt the holy Ghoſt;there- 
7s| 4 fore ſaith Chrift, "4; 3. 20. j ſtand 
ey! 1 at the avore and knick Though hee 
yh crytill he be hoarſe,and and cill hee 
be weary, yet hee ſtands ftill : if any 
adulterous or deceitful wretch will. 
open,the Lord will come in,and bring 
ſtore of comfort to him, and ſap with 
him. 
On, ali that is true, ſaich the poor Ovjen. 3} 
ſoul, had I but a heart to mourn for + SO 
my | | 
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T ke poor atz bityg Chiifitan: 


my baſeneſſe.See my ſinnes I doe, but 
this is my miſery, I cannot be burden- 
ed with them; Lhaye a heart tht 
cannot break andmoy'n for dſhono- 
ring of God, and offending him ſo 
many ways. : But I ſay, 
This hurts e©ot neither ; provided 
= that thy heart be weary of it ſelfe, be- 
W+Kich.7.18 cauſe it cannot be weary of ſin. The 
i Lord ſheweth micrcy beauſe he wil ſheW 
»excy': It is not becauſe thou canft 
pleaſe him, but becauſe mercy plea- 
ſeth him. When did the Lord ſhew 
mercy to Paul ? I fay, When ? but. 
even when Pax/ did expreflſe moſt * 
malice againſt him ? Sasl, Saxl, why 
perſecute$t thoy me ? Hee perſecutes 
Chriſt, and yet Chriſt pitties him, and - 
ſhewes him mercy : aid ſotbe chur- 
liſh 74y/or, when hee was moft op- 
police 2gainſt the meanes of grace, 
the Lord eventhen ſhewed mot com-- 
pailion upon him, Hee that ( before) 
reſifted the meanes of grace;,was now 
brought home by thoſe meanes that 
before he reliſted. 
' Butwoeto mee { faith the poore 
ſoule ) you are now come to the 
quick.; 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 15-1. 
quick : this very word is like a Mil. 
ſtone about my neck, and I in the 
Sea, ready to bee ſunk for ever. This 
is the depth. of that baſeneſs that lies 
on me, even this, That all the meanes 
can doe no better upon me. Why ? 
what though Pax and the Jaylor 
were bad enonph, ſo bad as you ſay? 
Yet they were made better by the 
meanes : but this is my hopeleſſe 
condition, That the meanes of grace 
prevail nothing on me. Oh, 1s there 
ſuch a heart in hefl as Ihave?ror how 
bad muſt it needs bee, when all the 
meanes in the world can doe it no- 
more Food ! and now me-thinkes I 
feel my heart more bard and inexo- 
rable under all Gods Ordinances, 
then when at firſt T believed. My con- 
dition therefore ts ( moſt certainly } 
hopeleſs, ſeeing the means that ſhould 
ſoftea me, doe bur harden me, and 
make me worſe, | 

This is the lat pies whereby theAſw, 
Devill Keepes in, and poſſeſſeth the 
heart of a poor heartleſle ſinner. Bur 
let me anſwer the; and for anſwer 

I fay:; This hurts not neither : for 
here 
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here at leaſt thou maiſt have hope of 
mercy? And here obſerve theſe three. 
things by way of anſwer ; and know 

that. 


Y *- Firſt, the Word and meanes of 
frace doe work good ; if they make 
thee more ſenſible of thy hardneſle 
and deadneſle, though haply they 
work not that good, and after that 
manner that thou deſireſt; yet if they 
make thee to ſee thy baſeneſfſe, thy |} 
hardnefſe of heart, and dulnefſle of {F 

ſpirit, in regard of that body of death {| 
which hangs upon thee, then the 
Word and They worke in the belt 
manner; becauſe it is after Gods 
manner, howſoever not after thine. 
That Phyſick workes moſt kindly , 
that makes the party fick before it 
works : ſo it is with the Word: be- 
fore, thou hadſt a proud heart, and 
didſt therefore lift up thy 'ſelfe in 
thine own abilities, and Cidſt truſt 
in thine owne ſtrength, and thou 
thovghtſt that thy cere and the im- 
provement of the meanes, would 
work wonders: But now the Word 
works ſweetly, wen ic makes thee 
ap- 
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apprehenſive, that a wounded ſoul is 
the gift of God, not of man, nor of 
the meanes; when it make thee look 
up to God for it, and to prize it 
when thou haſt it; and to wait upon 
God with thy daily prayers, itill 
to continueit ſo. To feel deadneſle, 
is life;and to feel hardnels,is ſoftnels ; 
onely remember this one Caution ; 
Except there be ſome luſt or diftem- 
per that thy heart banners after; (for 
then the word will harden thee, be- 
cauſe thon hardeneſt thy ſelfe ) that 
one ſay excepted,thou art in a.good 
way, 


. Secondly, ( mark thts, I beſeech 
vou) Thou art the cauſe why thy 


heart is not ſoftned, and why the. 


Word works not upon thy ſoul :. the 
ditemper of thine own beart, hin- 
ders the working of the Word, and 
diſpenſazion of Gods providence: 
2nd the tenour of the Covenant of 
(race, Thou thinkeſt to limite the 
holy One of 7/rael; but that may not 
be : for, his Covenant 1s a Covenant 
of Grace: and the Lord(woh is free ) 


will not ftand bent to thy bow, or: 
give 
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E give thee grace when thou wilt ; for, 

| | it 1s not for us to know the times and 

| | Waic for ſeaſons, What if the Lord will not 

- mercy, give thee grace this year, nor the 

next,nor all thy life? ifat the laft gaſp 

hee will drop in a little of his favour, 

it is more then he owes thee: There- 

fore hear ro day,and wait to morrow 

and continue in ſo doing. becauſe 

thou knoweſt not when God may 

bleſs his own Ordinance, Complaine 

not of delayes, but wait, for God hath 

waited for youlong ; and therefore 

if he make you wait for peace of con- 

ſcrtence, ang aſſurance of his love, hee 

deales but equally with you, and as 

ſhall bee beft with yog. God gives 

"F _ what, and when, __ how hee will, 
f E- therefore wait for it. 

i 3 Thirdly, Knowand conſider, that 

- Ref not thou haſt -o haftrefted upon thine owne du- 

þ | wponduricsties and endeavours, and ſo doeft not 

'Y g0e to God, that bleſſed both the 

meanes, and all the endeavours of his 

thi; way, The fault therefore is 

thine own. (I ſay) thine own, becauſe 

thou refted in thine owne perform: 

ances, and in the power of the 

| meanes 
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meanes that thou apprebendeft, and 
doeſt not go to $od, that would 
have wrought more then all chey 
can : for, did'a man depend upon 
Gods power and mercy in his Or» 
dinances, hee ſhould alwayes finde 
ſome proportionable ſuccour , as 
well when hee finds no ſucceſſe, as 
When hee findes any, God ſometimes 


gives, and ſometimes delayes to 


give: but Gods love is as conſtant 
when be gives not, as when he gives. 


Therefore labour to quit all carnall 


confidence in holy duties. Reft not 
in thine 0wn performances, but look 
beyond all dacies, to God, and delire 
him co give thee the ſucceſle above 
them, : 

Watch how thy foule behaves 1t 
ſelfe afrer the raked diſcharge of a 


duty; all quier and calm, notwith-= 


ſtanding hee lives in a daily courſe 
anJ1 practice of ſin; fo that he prayes 
and lyes, faſts and cozens, and yet 
this makes all whole: I tell you, it 
is an undoubted argument, that the 


ſoule did place a carnall confidence in 
his own performances, and as yet. 
: nes -- 
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never.attzined to a Lord Chriſt .i in 
the duty : For he thar ſeeks a Saviour 
in his duties,and reſts not 1 ſelf- pers 
formances, this man brings a Savt- 
our, a Chriſt into his ſoul. And mark 
what follows - Chriſt brings pardon- 
ing vertue and purging vertue with 
bim, and gives him more power a- 
___ corruptions,znd more ſuſfition 
Over his owie ſou} then ever he had 
before: ſo that the ſonl begins to 
quarrel with it felfe, and lies downe 
with ſhame, and iayes, Whar ſhall I 


where is the vertue and power of ite 
. "Did ever Chriſt heare my prayers, or 
come into my foule by his Ordinan- 
ces? Where is the purging vertue, 
then, -to cleare me of my tinnes ? 
Where 1s the purifying vertue to 
cleanſe me of my corruptions ? This 
is a ground of a gracious heart, that 
placeth not any confidence in holy 
duties, but onely in the Lord Chrift. 
Do not content your ſelves in this, 
that you ſee a need of a Saviour, be. 
cauſe your mindes are enlightned 
therein, and your reaſon perſwaded 
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fo Cbri$t. . "MF 
thereof, when in the meane time you 
place a kinde of confidence in the du- 
tie performed and ſervice diſcharg- 
<d and think thereby to bring Chriſt 
at your beck, and you in the mean 
S while doe what you. pleaſe: this is a 
3 wonderful cunting craft of Sathan. 
S This I fay then; A man may-fee a 
need of a Saviour; but do notyguiet 
* thy ſoule, becauſe thou knoweſt jt 
Z muſtbeſo, aud becauſe chou findeſt 
by experience thou canlt not heſj 
Z thy ſelfe, the guile of ſinne ſtil] ſticks | 
'® upon thee, and therefore a Saviour, «- 
now muſt help? thee: I ſay; content 
7 - notthyſeife with the meer notion of 
it, to ſay, I fee it ſhould be {o, andir 
muſt beſo, and reſt thy ſelfe conten- 
| tedin the pcriormances of ſervices, 
and think to bring a Saviour at thy Þ 
K beck, to doe what thou wile for thy ee 
_ ſoule} this is a flight chat Satan has 'F 
pinn*d te thy ſoule. Many think to 
have a fſoveriign authority over 
- Chriſt, when they have performed 
duties : ſo that hee dves not uſe the 
meanes to be led to Chriit, but hee . 
F t:kes vp dis duties to be gs 
Nv. 0 
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T he poor denbiing Chriſtian 


of Chrilt, and that be may diſpoſe of 


Chriſt for his owne turn;ſo that hee 
makes Chrilt an abettor of his owne 
wickedneſſe, not a ſubduer of his 
corruptiens. This is a marvellous 
deceit, when men reſt in their owne 
abilities, and ſo abuſe Chriſt, And 
' this will appear in theſe particu- 
lars. 
Firſt, watch how thy heart is in 
the performance of duty. Doth thy 
prayer, and hearing, and performing 
of ſervices make thee ventrous and 
. fool-hardy to meddle with corrupti- 
ons'? then its a certain ground thou 
placeit carnall confidence 1n thine 
owne performances. As for exam- 
ple, It a Profeflor ſhould ſay, What 
if I do now and then ſin ? and what 
if Ido nowand then piifer, and ule 
falſe weights and meaſures ? I'! but 
pray ſo much the more, and fait ſo 
much the oftner : will not my con- 
ſcience then be be ſatis fied?Ic ſhall be 


ſatisfied ; I will command it: I wil;- 


put in bail for my finne, and pray 
againſt it. Now I.-beſeech you ob« 
ſerve.it ; this praying and periorm» 


ing | | 


ot” 


drawn unto C "briſh. 


ing ; of duties, ts meerly t to command 
a Saviour to pive allowance to ſinne, 

that ſo hee may commit freely, As 
who would ſay, I have authority 0- 
ver my Saviour, and he ſhall pardon 
my ſinne, and give me allowicin to 
commit fin. O the wretched villany 
that is in this man's heart ! F-arfull is 
thy eſtate, whoſoever thou art, that 
makeſt thy performances an abettor 
of thy ditempers : ſo that thou doſt 
thy duties not to convey Chriſt, chat 
he may helpe thee co prevent fir in, bat 
that Chriſt taay rake off che venome 
and indignation of ſin, that fo thou 
may*{tt commit wickedoeſſe with - 


| out el:her ſuſpition or further diftra- 
| ion. 


Vany a man makes his ſervices 


| his Sz-iours. For, hee makes them 
the bottome to bear vp his Confci- 
| ence: the ground whereof ts this. 


| Haply hee finds and feels by wofull 


experience, what th: frui:s of finre 


Hare. Hee ſees the venome of his cor» 


rnptions, and the lamenteble effefts 
of all his ſinfull practiſes. He thought 


Þt before a fine thing to (wear, and 


B 1e 
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T he poor coubting (Chriſtian, gia: 


lye, and drink, and follow batc com- 
pany ; but n-w they are pravel to his 
| hearc, and gall to his ſoul, His con= 
ſcience fleerh in his face, and hee 1s 
re:dyto ſink down to hell under the 
burden of his miforder'd life, Con- 
ſcience ſaith, Theſe bee thy ſins, and 
theſe wili bee thy damnation : they | 
have been thy delight, but they will | 
prove thy ſhame and confuſion in 
theend ; and ſhortly thou ſhale finde 
the ſmart of them: To hell therefore, 
be packing, and gone. | 

Now this man hath no otter cure 
for hi; Conſcience tn ſuch a caſe, but 
this; He intreats Conſcience to bee 
quiet. Hee confeſſeth he hath lived 
in baſe courſes, and his condition to 
be very miſerable ; but now he will 
reform all. Hz hath nepleRted Prayer 
he <tofore, but now he will pray, he 
ha:h hated God*s ſervants, but now 
t ce will love them ; his wayes haveR 


be :n exceeding evill, but naw he will 
:{orm them, and now hee will turn 
over a new leaf, This he ſai h, and 
Eh; C be thinks ) will ſerve the turn; 
Aig thus many poore ſoules uſe the 
mean 
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mans as Mediators, and lo fall ſhort 
of Chriſt, Bat a gracions heart doth — _, » 
not 'onely pray and hear, ang receive, "A 
and uſe all poſſible means to Obtaine 
Chriſt, but is reftieſs and noſatisfied 
till ke enjoy and poſſeſs Chrift in the 
meanes, He reits not vpon the bare 
performance of any duty, neither 
thinks by vertve of any ſuch his en. 
deavours to getinto Chriſt. 

I will expreſſe this particular 
more fuily in this manner. A rich 
Uſurer that is ſick of ſome diſeaſe ; 


| tell him ſuch a Phyſician can cure 

- him, but he ſtands upon ſtate, and 

d will not come without a great deale = 
of of charge. Charge ſaithhe ) I doe 4 


ill not ſtand upon that; I have money 
enough by me, enough to fetch him 
hither Such a man now placeth all 
his confidence in his money. So 
when the ſoule ſees the guilt of ſinis 
not removed, and that Conſcience is 
fill ſnarling, and that (the Law con= 
dermning him ) Chriſt is the onely 
Saviour,and he onely that, can fatisfie 
2nd cure all, But now, How ſhall 
Chriſt be procured > Why ? His 
Þ 2 prayer 
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pr ayer, and faſting, and performances, 


may command ſo much, and that by 
* the power and merit of the woths 
done. The voice of a Phariſee, and 
proper language of a Papiſt, But 
what promiſe is there for it ? Within- 
book none. Bot thus fools reft on 
their own performances, and (o fall 
ſhort of Chriftand ſalvation. 

Bat oh ( faith a poor ſinner ) fair 
weuld I go out of my ſelfe. I ſee roo 
well ow. that 1 Lo: reſted, and do reſt 
pon antics a7ue ; but { cannet deny my 
felfe a8 1 would, 
'T anſwer, It is Sathans ſubtily 
to keepe us in ouy ſelves, by endea- 
vouring thus to make us go out of 
our ſelyes. For by our own ſtrengths 
hee would have us to do it; and per- 
ſwades us wee may. But this is a 
marvellous deepneſie 'of his, where» 
in hte ſhewes both. malice and cun- 
n nz inthe ſuperiative. For here hee 
makes Þs believe ( and we out of ip- 
norai.ceare perſwated as hee would 
have us ) that wee have the ftaffe in 
Our owt hands, that is, the power to 
get out of our ſelves. But is it ſo? 
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draws unto Chit, © 27. 


Oh no, ir is a ſupernaturall worke 
to be ſo quit of our ſelves. The ſame 
hand mutt bring us out of our ſelves, 
that muft bring us to Chriſt : and 
this is Self denyal*; and Self-denyal is, | 
When og knoweth it hath no- pre dents 
thing, and therefore is ſo over: pow- +. WE 
Þ red with the mighty hand of God, ** i. 
andthe w.rk of his Spirit, that it - 
doth nor ſo much as expect any ; 
power or ability from it ſelf, cr " 


the creature, in the doing of any , 
| 
; 


good : Fort it knowes it is dead, and 
therefore cannot heipe it ſelfe, much 
lefs can the creature do it any good, 5 
It therefore looks up to heav2n, and TS 
X ſeeks all ſufficiency from God ions. 
E For ( obſerve it ) whil:s I thus think, 
3 {| that Ihaveability to go out of my 


- } felfe; do I not then fay,that I have a E 
k 7 princip!a within me, to-deny my _ 
- 4 felfe? But itis notſo; rather it 18 

- | quite contrary - forto deny a man's 

© 


power in himfelfe to do any ſpiritual 

, duty : therefore wee muſt hob onely 

to x & yoice that calleth us, the voice / 

of Chriſt, and know that hee that , 
B3 calls , 

1 + &s = 


ſelfe, is to know that hee haih w 
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s calls ns from the wayes of darkneſfe, 

5 and out of our ſelves, muſt and'will 
= ? brirg us ont, Therefore exec on- 
"- Je ly power from Chaiſt to pluck thee 


I” I <7 


out of thy ſeife, and to m8ke thee a 
Believer ; for the ſame hand muſt do 
| both, or it will never be. 

[ wou!d not bare a peor creature 
thirke thus with himfeiſe : If this 
meares, 2nd theſe Ordinar.ceswill 0 
me ro £00d, nor work vpon my 
heart, I ſhall never have comfort * 

) bux ſpe ak thus unto God, and fay, 
T- truth, Lord, I expe. no power. 
from my felfe nor from the mcanes; 
but my reſo{ution is, to look up to 
him that hath hid his face jet from 
his pooreſervant. I will not looke_ 
Ib lower, as here within my felf, for, 
any ſuch power :. No, Lord, but ro. 
the bigbeſt in power and gifts. Nor 
willI lovk to the Miniſter, or to the 
meanes, but I will wait upon thee (O 
Lord ) and look up to thy power,to. 
| worke by thine owne meanes. Re- 
| member what /ſaiah ſaith: who is 
1 ws R .damong ff Jos that feareth the Lord, ani. 
TS FF wheyet the woice of his ſervants, that 
, ; : _ / he 
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araws unto Christ: Io: Þ 


lcatti. 


| walketh 1 in darknefſe, end hath no light £3 
ll | ( of comfort, ler him traſt in the Name 
® of the Lord, and ſtay hb: mſelfe Pon ht | 


God, Then when all other things in 
the world fail, ſet the ſoule!look up to. 
the Lord, and get away from it ſe'fe: 
For then it i3the fitteſt time of all to 
meet with God: 1 wonld have a 
Chriſtian chuſe his time above all 
times, the fitteſt wherein to meet his 


y Savicur,and to diſappoint Satan : for 

© -as I ſaid, it i; the laſt refuge that the 

y, | Devil bath:and if he miſs of this, his 
xr | forceis gone for ever. For other- ; 
7% wiſe the Gnner, partly ſeeing the ; 
" beauty of grace, willnot + and part- 3 
= ly ſeeing the baſeneſſe of his owne 

@ heart, will not dare to come to 

Ir. Chritt, | 

o | But the next complaint, in the gy; 


Ir next place, is want of fenſe and feel. 
ing, ſuch as a Chriſtian muft have, 

' and findes not, Therefore the di- 
ſtreſſed ſoule faith, «Alas, I never 
knew what it was to have the a(ſus 
rauce of Gods ove; I never recieved 
any evidence of Goat favour ; ani can 
T( then) think that I have faith? they. 
B 4 that 
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that beliews, have their thearts filled. 
with joy unſpeakable and gloriens ; the 
Ford ſaith as much. But 1 am a 
ſtranger to this joy ; how then caw 1 
thinke that I have any Worke of Fasth 
: wronpht in ms ? + 
4 . I anſwer ; This doth not hinder, 
+ 3/3; cither that thon haſt not faith, or 
\ | that thou may*& not come to God 
? by believing. Only remember theſe- 
3 three particulars. 
Pirft, Thou muſft not think to kave 
;, this:joy and refreſhing before thou 
get to the promiſe; thon muſt look 
or it when thon haft chewed and 
fed upon it : or wouldeft thou bave 
the Lord give thee the whole bargain 
at once and before the match bee 
=. made ? This j:y.is a fruit that j ro- 
=. ceeds from faith after much wreft- 
"_ lirg* and doth not preſently flow 
frem-faith, nor fo ſoon as ever a 
Chriſtian degirs to believe, but after 
a'time ; ard then the heart is joyous ; 
but never fied with joy before be- 
lieving, Afterwards, and when 4 
man hath had the ſweet dew of the 
promiſes .dropping, upon him : but. 
KEE | many 
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many a day after, let him-l#oke for 
this joy. 

Secondly, know that theſe joyes, 
and this ſenſe and feeling may be ab- 
ſent from faith. For a man may 
have a good faith, and yet want the 


-. relifh and ſweerneſſe which he long 


4, 
4 


after, One may want what he deſires 


and yet want neither life nor heat. A 
tree may want leaves and fruit, and 


yet want neither ſap nor moyſture : 
and a mans faith may be ſomewhat 
ftrotg, when his feeling *is noth np 
atall. David was jullified and Tan- 
Rified,and yet wanted this joy. And 


70b truſted upon God when he had 


but little feeling ; as-when he faith, 
Thiu makeſt me &@ Bntt to ſhoot at ; 


get Iwill traſt in thee though thou kill - 
me. Therefore build” not your com- 
fort upon ſenſe and feeling, which is 
\ to build upon the ſand ; hut go to 


the promiſe, as tothe rock for its 


But how comes this deſire after_ 


Chrifto 


I anſwer : There is no more but - 
two afﬀetions in the ſoul God infi- - 
nitely wiſe having ſo framed'it ; and | 
| thels . 
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T he- poor doubting Chrilian, 


theſe two are Hope and Deſire. The 
Underſtanding ſ:yes, Such a thing is 
profitable and comfortable if I had 


it; then Hope is ſent out to wait for 


that goodneſle : and if-ir comes not, 
then deſire ts ſent out to meet thar 


go0dnefle : Hope ftands and waits 
for- it; but Deſire wanders up and 
down ſeeking and erquiring after a 
Lord Jeſs, and poes from coaſt to 
coaſt, from Ezſt to Weſt ; Oh thar 
I covld, O that I might, and When 
ſhalll ? And how may I come tothe 


ſpeech of a Lord Chrili? - As it was + 


with the Spouſe in Cant. when her 
Beloved was gone, ſhe wandered up 


and down ſeeking of him, and enqui- |. 


ring of the watchmen if they did not 
fee himm her fovle loved; fo: wanders 
from this thing to that thing, from 
this place to that place, and never 
ceaſeth to ſee if ſhe can gain notice 


of Chriſt. It goes to Prayer,to ſee if 


that wHl entreat a Chriſt : it goes tO 
the Word,to ſceif that will reveal a 


Chriſt:it goes to conference, to.ſee if | 


he can hear of Chriſt there, then it 
c2mes to the Congregation, and to 


the . 


| 


' draws nnto Cloihe. 


emerged 


b DR IPAS 4” 


the Sacrament, to ſee if it can heare” 
of any newes of a Lord Chrift, and-- 
of mercy: 
The foule thus poll nues wandring 
and ſeeking till at lat che Lord Chriſt 
comes into the ſoule. when the ſoule 
hath thus ha::gred & longed for him; 
At length the Lord Chriſt is plea- 
ſed to ſhew himſelfe in view : Bebols, R 
thy King cometh : 10 the Lord ſayes, 

Behold the Lambe of Gol that rakes av 


way thy ſirines. O thou poore broken: - 
barred ſinner, here is thy Saviour ; 
| he is come downe from heaven to 


ſpeak peace to thy ſoui in the pardon 
of thy fins. Thou that hunpreft for: a 
Chrift here hee is, to faticHe thees 
thou that thiriteth af:er Chrift, here 
he is, to refreſh rhee. T:6u that ha" 
long ſovght him, ke ſairh, Herel am, 
and all my merits arethioe. 
Now when the Lord Jeſus is plea-+ - 
ſed ro preſent Iymſelfe to the. ſoule, 
now Deſire hatch met wich the Lord. 
It is in this caſe with a finner, . 
as itis with a Trayrcor who is purſu» - | 
ed, and rakes a {trong Hold, ard is - 
there deliegedind now hee ſeech no» © 


hope: 
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autumn wounds, 2. ward 


T he poor doubting Chriſtian, 


n hope of favour, nor no hope of e- 

= - ſcape, therefore he is content to ſub- 
3 mit, and lay his head on the block, 
that he may receive puniſhment for 
his offence : now coming to execu- 
tion be hearas an inkling from the 
Meſſenger there is yet hope hee may. 


the priſon with:that is ſtirred up-to 
hope. Nay then he hears by another 
Meſſenger from the King bimſelfe, If - 
4''f be will come to the Court, and.ſeek 
'{1F pnto his Majeſty ; and importuns his 
Grace for mercy and favour, its like 
he ſhall be pardoned, Then he makes 
hafte, and Deſire carries him tothe 
Court to ſue for favour from the. 
Kivg. So that now be will be lifter» - 
ing and er quiring of every one there: 
Did you hear the King ſpeak nothing 
of me? How itands the Kings - 
minde towards me ? Pray how goes 
my caſe ? Then ſome tells him, The 
truth is, the King hears you are hum- 
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yen bave Cone: et leſt the King 
looks out of the window, and ſees 
the malefaCor , and ſayes, Is this the 
| Tray- 


be pardoned. The poor Traytor in 


bied, and that you are ſorry for what. 
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Traytor ? One ſayes, Yes, if it pleaſe x 
your Highnefle, this is-the man, that - 
is humbled and pleads for mercy, and 
deſires hothing ſo much as favour. 
Hereupon, The King being fall of 
mercy, tells him, The truth is, his 


Pardon is a drawing, and comming 


» towards, With that, his heart leaps 


in bis belly, and his heart is enlarged - 
towards bis Majety, and he ſayes, 
God blefle your Majeſty ; never was 

; there ſuch a favourable Prince to ſo 

{ poor a Traytor. His heart leapes for 

| joy, becauſe his Pardon is coming 

| towards him. Haply it is not ſealed 

{ yet : Now when it is ſealed, and all 

| done, the King calls: him-in, and de- 

| livers it. 

So it is with a poor ſinner, he is 

the malefator. You that have com- 

mitted high Treaſon, you think nor .. 
of it: bur take heed, God will par- - 
ſue you one day. Haply God lets 


you alone for the preſent, but he will 
ſurpriſe you on a ſudder, and Con- 
ſcience will pluck thee by the throar, 
and carry thee down to hell. And 
now the Lord purſues him mw a 
ea- 
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The poor doubting Chr ftlans 


L me 


heavie Rtroke -and indignation, and 
tet fly at bis face, and ſers Conſcience 
awork as a Parſevant, and that 
fayes, Theſe are thy fins, and to hell 
thou muſt go : God hath ſent me to 
execute thy ſoul. Now the poor ſoule 
ſees hee can no way eſcape trom the 
Lord, and to purchaſe any favour he 
ſees it impoſſible; therefore he is re- 
ſoived to lie down ar Gods feet, and 
hope, Now hope is a faculty of the 
ſoul to-look cur for mercy : as a man 
thac is in expeRation of the coming 
of his friend, goeth to the top of a 
hill, looks round about bim, ro ſee if 


hee can underfiand any thing of his 


friend : ſo the ſoul hopes and waits, 
and ftretcheth ic ſelf our for mercy. 
When will it bee, Lord ? when will 
this pardon come ? The ſoul gets up, 
and itands as it were a tiptoe : O 
when will it come, Lord? - 


How does God fiir up the heart 
to hope? Its worth the while to con- 


ee En. er 


ſider how this is maintained. 

Firft, the Lord fweerly ſtayes the 
heart, and perſwades it that his ſins 
are pargonable, &.thax 
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I  bimſelte, Though he pray all day, yet: 
Y he cannot pet che pardon of one ſin, 
The foul is out of any expeRition of 
' pardon, or power of mercy in any 

thing he- hach- or doth : Though all 
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wants-masy_bee_ſnpplyed ;. this -is a 
oreat ſupport eo the ſoule. Hope is- 
alwayes of a good to come.. Now: 
when a poor ſinner ſecs his fins, the. 
number of them, the nature of them, 
the vileneſle of :hem, the curſednefle 
of his ſoul, that he can take no-reft; . 
he ſees no reſt in the creature, nor in 


means, all bcips, though all men and 
Angels ſhould joyn rogether, yet 


© they cannot pardan one fin of his. 


Now the Lord lifts up his voyce, and 


ſays from heaven, Thy fins are par- 


donable. O the infiniteneſſe of Gods 
power / though the guile of fin is 
powerfall to condemn the ſoul: But 
when the infiaite power of the Lord 


| tsconfidered, as able to over-power 


all his fins, rhis ifterh up che-heart in 
ſome expectation that the Lord will 
ſhew mercy to a man; though it is a 
hard thing to hope, when the ſoule 
is thus troubled : ( Can this _ be 

| Q- 


The 2007 + dibieg Chriftia 
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© broke? can theſe ſins be pardoned ? 


in the power of God. Ged can par- 
don them. Never meaſure the power 
of God by that (ballow conceirt of 
thine. All things are poſlible ro God, 

though not to men. And as it is ſaid 
of Abraham, He jhoped above hope ; 
he looked to the Lord that was able 
to doe what he had promiſed:he con- 


ſidered not that hee had a dead 
body, but that he had aliving God 


ro hope 0n.. Juſtice cannot be ſo ſe- 


vere to revenge thee, as mercy is 
gracious to doe good unto thee. If 
thy ſins be never fo many, Gods Ju-. 
Aiice never ſo great; yet mercy is - 


above all thy fins, above all thy Re- 
bellions. This may ſupport thy ſoul. 


So there you have the firft oround 


to {tirreup Hope ; Thy ſios are par- 
donable. There is more power in 


God to ſhew mercy to thee, then 
power in finne to deitroy thee, The. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt came to ſeek : and 


can this ſoule be ſaved?) Now comes © 


tO ſave that which Was loff ; it was 


the ſcope of his coming. Now faith 
. the broken and humble "a I am 


loſt ;, 
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- Frhy eſtate thou mayeſt, thou muſt; 


's hand cannot reach, his mercy cannot 
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P loft. Did Chrift come to ſave ſin- 
ners? then Chriſt muſt fail of his end, 
or I of my comfort. God ſays, Come 
i to me all that are Weary and heavy la- 
dew, I am weary : unlefle the Lord 
J intended good to me, Why did hee 
C invite me, and bid me come? Surely 


L he meznes to ſhew mercy to me: 
O take heed of Deſpaire, Queſtion 


J but to caſt away all hope, is very hai- 
nous in the eyes of the Lord. Caſt 
away all carnal confidence thou muſt, 
and yet thou muſt hope. Zee 1/rael 
hope in the Lord ; for #1 the Loavd,&c. 
The Lord takes this very i] at our 
hands, Thou goeft to the deep dun- ; 
ceon of thy corruption, aud there - 
| thou ſayeſt theſe ſinnes can never be 
1 pardoned : I am {till prond, and 7 
{ more ſtubborn : This diftreſſe God 
{ ſeeth not, God ſuccoureth not , his 


{ fave, Now mark what the Prophet 
{ ſaith to ſuch a perplexed ſoul, 1/as. 
F 40. 27. Why ſayeſt thin, Ty. way is 
| hid from the Lord ? The Lord faith, 
{ Why ſayeſt thou ſo ? The young mar 
Kt ſhall 
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' The poor aonbting Chriſtian 


Pall faint and be weary: but they that 
whit on the Lord ſpall rexew their 
Brength, Is any thing: too hard for 
theLord ? You wrong God exceec» 
ingly :: you think its matter of hu- 
m'lity, to count your ſelves ſo vile. 
Can God pardon ſuch a wretche: fin 
as mine ? Mark that place of the 
Pfalmift, they ſpeak againſt the Lord, 
Can the Lord prepare a Table in the 
wilaei neſs? They ſpeak not againſt 
themſelves, but aapinft the Lord. So 
we ſpeak agairlt God, and charge + 
God himſelfe. It is true,ſays the ſoul, | 

Manaſſth was pardoned, Panl was | 

converted; Gods Saints have beene 

received to mercy : But can my fin 

be pardoned ? can my ſoule be quick- 

ned ? No, no, my (innes are greater 

then can be pardoned, faith the de- | 

ſpairirg ſoul. Conſider how injuri- Q-- 

ous this is to God, to make the pow- F 


— 


er of ſinne greater to condemn thee, 
then tize power of God to ſave thee: 
to make the power of. Satan ſtrong- 
er to ruinate thee, then the power of / 
God to relieve thee, & ſuccour thee. 
And what can you ſay more ? and 
what 


draws unto Chriſt, | 4a 
what can you doe more apainlt the 
Lord ? Is cot'this to make God an 
{ underling to Satan,and to fin? This 
c { is juſt to ſay, The Almightinefſe of 
u- 4 Godis weaker then the weakneſle of 
le, ſin ; The ſufficieney of God is weak* 
in { erthen the malice of Satan. Ir is fo ; 
Þ poore humble. ſinners many times 
will make bitter complaiats this 
way ; and they think they ſpeake a» 
ainft themſelves. No, no, they 
peak againit the Lord, They ſpeak 
aSainft the Lord, when they ſaid, 
Can-the Lord prepare- a Table in the 
wilderneſſe ? So- you ſpeak- in- this 
deſperate manner: Why truth; Lerd, 


a | this proud heart will neyer be hum- 
- 8 bÞbkd, if any thing would bave 
r | wrought, it would have been done 


S erethis day, How many Sermons, 
- $f how many Mercies, how many Judg* 
» F ments, how many Prayers? and yet 
T poyd heart, this ({ubbotrn. heart. 
; 3 will notihee reformed. You thinke 
| you ſpeak againft. your ſelves now : 
" # no, no, you ſpeak againſt the Lord. 
 Þ And know, this is one of the great- 
eli ſins thon. committel(t, to ſay thy 
{ins: 
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ſins cannot be forgiven. 


Secondly, as this ſin-is_injurious 
to , fo 1's dangero s to thy 
own ſoule : It 1s that which takes up 
e bridge. and cuts off all paſſages; 
and there c*n no Spiritoall comfort 
not corſolation come into the ſoule 
of a poore ſinner, Zuke 3. 15. £ve- 
»7 aitch nwuſt bee filled, and then all 


What are theſe ditches ? Why no- 
thing elſe but thoſe de: p gulfes and 
ditches of deſpair : and unleſſe theſe 
be filled, no man can ſee the Lord Je- 
ſys Chrift. The truth is this deſpaire 
of the ſoule, tis that which cuts the 


off the power and edge of all the 


endeavours ; nay, it plucks up en- 
deavours by the very roots - for that 
which a man deſpaires of, he will ne- 
ver labour after. Its here, as with a 
man in the pangs of death - unto 
fuch a man, all things are unavaila- 
ble for his good : his bed will not 
eaſe him, meat will not refreſh him, 
chafivg will not revive him; at laſt 

we 


ting Chriftias - 


firſh ſpall ſee the ſalvation of the Loyd, 


ſinews of mens comfort, and takes 


meanes of grace ; it daunts all a mans 


— —_— — —_ —_ a 
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we ſay He is 's gone, heis a d ead man; 
friends leave him , Phyfitians leave 
him : They may -0 & pray for him, 
and mourn (= him, but they cannot 
recover him. So this deſpaire of 
ſoule makes a man caſt off all hope, 

and lie down in a forlorn condition, 


+ exp:Ring no good to come. Alas, 


faich the poor ſoul, what skilleth for 
a man ro pray ? what] profiteth it a 
man to read? what benefit in all the 
meanes of Grace ? The truth of it 
is, the ſtone is, rolled upon me, and 
my condemnation is ſealed for ever, 
and therefore I will never look after 
Chriſt? grace & ſalvation any more. 
Let him come to hear the word, and 
mark how he caſts off the benefit of 
it, It was marvellous ſeaſonable 
and profitable; it was the good 
Word of God unto ſuch as have 
ſhare therein : why then may not. 
” youexpeR benefic there from ? N 
1s faith the ſoul, the time of grace is” 
& paſt, the day is gone, If Minifters 
® would pray for him, and good peo- 
ple pray for him, he bids them ſave 
their iabour ; for bell is his Pace, 
an 
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| and his - condemnation is ſealed in 
| Heaven.See now and conſider what 
deſperate danger Def pair brings to a 
poor heart, and carries. him beyond 
the reach of mercy. That's a ſweet 
paſſage of Davids, Plal. 77. 7. Will 
the Lord caſi me off for ever ? 1 ſaid 
this4s my infirm ty, ſaith the Text. 
The wordin the Origins) Thu u my 
fickneſſe : as who ſhould ſay, This 
would be my death : What, is mer- 
cy gone for ever ? then my life is 
.Fone, then is all my comfort gone, 
my hope gone: Therefore take heed 
of this, it takes off the edpe of all 
our endeavours andGods Qrdinarices 
that might doe us pood, 
Secondly, this marvellouſk; con- 
demne: chat great ſin of Preſumptis 
a ſlo more frequent, and if itbe 
nolfdle, more dangerous. The pre- 
 fumprion of carnall hypocrites that 
{ter themſelves up with marvel- 
us boldneſle in their courſe, It is as 
rue bere, and I beſeech.you obſerve 
it,as they faid Saul harh ſlain bu thous 
{ands and David his ten thouſands : 
Deſpaire hath Nlain his —— but 
pre? 


LW 
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Þ preſumption his ten thouſands. Thar 
K men may ſweat, and lye, and cozen, 
{ and break all Commands, and yer 
KW hope to be ſaved. They hope Grace 
| will ſave them, and yet reſiſt Grace: 
They hope Jeſus Chriſt will ſave 
® them, and yet oppoſe Chriſt, This is 
| that which hath Claine many thou- 
| ſand; among us ; and they are few 
8 that have not ſplit upon this rock. 
And therefore I fay, This ſerves to 
reprove th: baſenefle of fach hbypo- 
crites that boaft themſelves, & com- 
pare their hopes with the hopes of. 
the Saints, It 15 true, ſay they, I can- 
notwalk ſo freely, I cannot repeat a 
Sermon, I have not thoſe parts that 
they have ; yet I hope tobe ſaved as 
well as they, This is that which hath 
{lain ſo many thouſands of ſouls that 
$ are now roaring in hell;and they may 
i thank preſumption for it. 
& Now this Hope is not the Hopagy 
8 of the Saints. The Hope of the © 
| Saint 15 a grounded hope : but theſe 
hop2s hang upon ſome idle pleis,and 
fooliſh pretences, and ſome carnall 
reaſ0n3. ; But I tell you they wil 


fail, 
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Fai, and ſink into the botomeleſs pit 
ere they are aware- It is the com- 
mand and counſel of Peter , That 
every man ſhould be ready to give as 
aocount of his faith and hope that #5 in 
him, Look tothe reaſons that carry 
yon, and ts the arguments that per- 
ſwade you ; ſee they be not ground- 
leſs and fooliſh hopes. You hope to 
be ſaved, and you hope to go to 
heaven, and you hope toſee the face 
of God with comfort. Look about, | . 
I ſay ; good hope hath good reaſons, | - 
grounded hope grounded reaſons. 
Thirdly, the Saints of God mary 
times are deprived of- comfort ; not 
bec:uſe God with-holds it, but be- 
cauſe they put_it from themſelves, |,, 
and will nor have it, though he offer +. 
; . If; as Davia; My ſonal refa} 
Pſal-77- fert: he wag a $a ſulſen ctilde that 
will not eat his milk, becauſe he can- þ 
«not have it in the golien diſh. So 
"ſome: imes,and becauſe God doth not |} 
for us what- we would, we will have &h; 
nothing at all. Theſe are the maine 
hinderances, and I might adde ma- þh; 
ny more : for carnall reaſon is | 
yety | 
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very (fraittull this way, and wee 
through our owne folly , and the de- 
vills craft, are apt to abuſe things: 
and to make them hinderances in our 
way to happineſle eternall, I come 
now to the cures of all the impedi- 
T9 ments, where, if we had the wiſdom 
P-F and care we ſhou!d have, wee might 
break through them all to Chrift. 
The Meanes{ eſpecially ) are foure, 
whereby we may be inwardly fireng- 
thened again(t chem all, and be at laft 
able to overcome, and put them to 
foil for ever. 

The fir{t Cure and Help isthis ; We Helps :0 
muſt not look roo long, nor poretoo 7. 
much , or unwarrantably open our SH 
own corruptions within, ſo farre as 

Ito be feared or diſheartned by them 

from coming to the riches of Gods 

0m" lgrace, For this is a ſure and everlaſt» 

hat King truch, That whatſoever ſight of 
a40- Win unfits a man for mercy. whin he 

50 fmay take it, and it is offered, that 

not Heht of ſi: is ever fiof.!l, rhough it 
ave Have never fo faire an outſide of (or= 
ane Fow and deep humiliation. Namely, 
mi- Bs when we think, and ſay ( as often 
1 is | C _ 
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wee doe ) Had I a ſoule fo thorowly 
humbled, and brui'ed, and ſo'tened, | 
and fo forth, I could do well en ough, | 
And thus the devil kzeps us in fin, by 
poring too long and much upon our ' 
True god- ſins; as thinking thereby to get from / 
ly ſorrow them. But ſuch a courle is a finfull 
@atit 1s. courſe, Tell not me of forre;v, and 
repentance, and huniliaiiin; all 
that ſorrow, and humiliation, and re- 
pentance, is novght that keeps a man 
from receiving mercy, when there is 
need, and it is offered. Ste this in 
eAbraham: hee bad this promiſe,that 
he ſhould have a Son in his old ape: 
And, Hee being not weake in faith, 

regarard mot his ld age or arad- 

Rom-4-19 ,efſe, vor the barrenneſſe of Saratis 
Woenb, but believed in him who had 

promiſed it. There herells, and there 
tee liayes, be ſaw his body was deadf 

yet there was a living promiſe: and 

what though Sar.-b's womb wa 

barren, yet the promiſe was fruitful 
He knew his own deadnefle and heft 
| barrenneſle ; but he (tood rot lonfi 

there. As efbraham therefore, | 

we may (ee our lins,and conſider ou 

md 
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many weakneſfles; but mutt not fo 
ſertle upon. them, or conſider of 
thera as to be hindered by them from 
coming to God for mercy, which he 
freely offers vs , and we fiand in reed 
of: for, white the ſole of a man is 
dayly plodding upon hi: own miſery 
_ diſtewpered life,theſe two thiogs 
follow. 

Firſt, ftop the fireame of Gods 
promiſe, and let down the {lace a- 
Sainftir, ſo thit the promiſe cannot 
Enter into Us, 

And ſecondly, wee ſet open the 
ſtream and floodpate of corruption, 
and make it to runre Woſt violently 
downe, and to flood in upon us ; and 
intheend to byer-whelm us, Now 


the inconvenier c: ariſing hereby, ts 


enouph to fly the belt Chriſti:n in 
the world ; for what cin a man get 
our of his corropt 0:7: he can have 
no more thereof. then i5to bee had ; 
and it is in vain- to lock for com- 
fort where it is not to be had : all this 
and the leaſt of all this may diſhear- 
ten us, but will never encourage us, 
or put heart into us. See the humility 
C3 ard 
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and wiſdome of the woman jof Ca- 
yaan ; (he follows Chrilt ; but hee 
litens not. to her, but gives her a ſore 
foile, and calls her d-g; ard faith, 
you Gentiles are dogges; and the 

| Goſpell of Grace and falvation is * 

3 the Clilarens breed, Now if ſhee 

4 Hi had onely conſidered jtthe words of 

= Chriit,and onely looked into her ſelfe 

3 W and her owne baſeneſſe, ſhee had 

never come to have received either 

mercy or comfort from him. Bat 
ſhe ſaith, Truth Lord, I am s dogge, 
yet the dogges eat of the crumbs that 
fall from their Maſters Table. This 
was her fure reſolution: wherein 

there are two things which exprefle 

and ſec forth the frame of a gracious | 
heart ; a heart that is truly wiſe to 

attend to its owne baſenefſe with 

faith : ard that is her hmility and 

w [ame : 2s if ſhe had ſaid, Thou 

_ ſfayeit Jam a Ge-ri/e, and a Dog ; 
I confeſſe it: there's her hamility . 

Yet though Iam a Dog, I will not go 

out of doors, but lie under the Table 

for mercy : there's her wiſedome. 

And thus ſhe; and fo wee muſt, and 


{hould 
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ſhould when onr correptions ( as I 
ſaid JAood in upon us, and we ſee our 
ſelyes quite loit, and damned in our 
ſins, we muſt then ſay, In truth Lord, 
I am as bad as thy word can tnaks 
me, yet let me not flye from mercy, 
bat i'eat the feer of my Saviours 
mercy, tt! he look upon me as once 
upon Petcy, Luk 22,61. 

Itis fit. and we ought to ſee our 
f1ns : bur ſtzy we mult not too long 
there : ſee them we muſt, but not 
faſten on ther, ſo as to ſhackle us 
from coming to Chriſt, I have ſaid 
it, and will fay it. That that fight of 
fin which doth not drive a man to 
Chriſt for mercy, is ever ſiofull. La- 
bour therefore to ſee thy fins, and 
that thus - 


Firſt, See thy ſins in the Royal Law, How toſc 
as in the right glaſs; a glaſs that fin aright.c 


will preſent them ſnch as they bee; 
and look not off till thou haſt ſeen 
them fo. | 

Secondly, So ſee them, as that by 
ſuch a holy gaze ar them, thou mayit 
ſee an utter inſufficiency in thy ſelfe 


to ſatisfie for them. 
C3 Third- 
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' Thirdly Y; and ſo ſee chem , | that 


thon mayRt by chat t(ighe behold 8n 


abſolute neceificy of Chriſt to fuc- 
cour thee, and then away ſpeedily 
to him that can ovely helpe thee, and 
dwell no longer on thy ſinnes, but 
g0to the throne of Craee, where is 
plentifall redemption, whence iſſue | 
out pardons in abundance to remove | 
that guilt that ſin hath broughe up- | 
on thy ſoule; and whereis power | 
enough ro enable thee to bee more 
then conqueror over thy corruption. | 
Br:«fly every ſoule ſhould ſay thus; 
It is true Lord, my ſicnes are many | 
ard grea!, for 1 have Geparted from | 
thee the fountain of bliſs - But ſhall 
I go on, and fo further from thee, 
ang perſift inevill ? God forbid. All | 


- this while I ſpeak to broken hearted 


Chriftians, You profane ones, you 
have your portion ajready, and ſhall | 
have more of it in H:1} hereafter : | 
threfore for a whi'e ſtand you by, 
and let the children come to their | 
bread, ( 
The girl lockes io kim that is of an 

bawble and cortrite keart, and that 
trem- 
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draws unto Chriit, 
bas, © 6004 LANIER Fe | 


zrembles before lim, A poore crea- 
ture cannot but obſerve every word 
of God, and tremble at every truth, 
Whoſe meditation is ſuch as this ? 
Here is ſalvation indeed, but it is not 
mine ; here is mercy, but I have no 
part in ſo great mercy ; and thus hee 
(hakes at every apprehenſion of eve- 
ry word of God,concluding certainly 
that he (hall never enjoy any part of 
it. Buc mark what the Text ſaith, T he 
Lord looks at ſuch atrembling ſoul: ; 
that is, heTalis ſweet intimations of 
his goodneſs and love in to him, and 
ſaith, Thou poore trembling ſinner 
tO thee b2 it ſpoken, I have an eye 
cowards thee in theLord JeſusChrilt, 
Theie ore he further faith ; 

Comfort ye, comfort yee my people, 
ſpeak comfortably to Fertſalem, ani 
cry nz:0 her that her warfare ts accom- 
pliſhea, and her iniquity is paraoned : 


$3 


i 


_ rell Jeruſalem ſhe is accepted, tell hr 


What my mind 1s. 

Azd here he goes on,& ſaith to his 
M1 niiter, Sp:ak to the heart of ſuch 
an hum bled Pcnitential, and tell him 
tom MEE, nay tell him from H-a- 
C4: ven, ; 
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ven, and tell him ſrom the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and from under the hand of 
che Spirit, that his perſon is accepted, 
and his ſins are all of chem done a- 
way, and Ne bimſelfe (ſhined upon in 
great METCY. 

Here Eptraim is the piture of a 
ſoule trutly humbled, in whoſe be- 
haviour we may ſee the behavior of a 
true penitent toward Go v,and Gods 

_ dealing towards him. The Text faith, 

Serely T have heard Ephraim be mo* 
Jer.11.18, 35g bimſeif(there's the heart broken 
19129 and thirfty ) zhow haſt chaſtiſcd me, 
and 1 was chaſti/ed ; turn ti ou to me, 

and I ſhal be turma; thou art the Lord 

my God. Surely after that [ was tar- 

ped, Tl repented, & after that I was in- 
ftrutted, I ſmote upon my thigh, I was 
aſbamed, yea even confeunaed , be- 
cauſe I did beare the reproach of my 

youth. Thos the ſinner, if he ſhould 

have ſaid, I amthe wretch that have 

 ſeeail the meanes of grace in abun- 

dant meaſure, and yet never profited 

under the hand of any. The Lord hath 
correfed me, but I would not be ta- 

m:d; and hee inſtructed me, butT 

would 
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would not learn Lo:d turn me. Thou 
art my God ; I have nothing in my 
ſelfe ; Nay, cow I ſee the evills which 
before I never perceived ; And I ob- 
ſerve the baſeneſſe of my courſe, 
which before I conſidered not. Now 
I am aſhamed of my abuſe of grace 
ſo plainly revealed : I am even naw 
contounded with the ſenſe of thoſe 
abominarions my ſoul did formerly 
take pleaſurein. This may be con» 
ceived to be the mourning of a poor 
much broken ſinner. And now mark 
Gods anſwer : Epiraim is my Sonne, 
he ts a pleaſart ( hild: for fixce I ſpake 
againſt him, 1 ao earneſtly remember 


him fill, therefore my bowels gre 


troubled for him, I will ſure heve 
mercy upon him. As mich as to fay ; 
I obſerved ail thoſe fecrer ſighs, I 
conſidered all choſe tears, I heard all 
toe prayers, ind rake notice of all 
thoſe complaints, and my bowels 
even ye2rn towards this pooze des 
jected finner, an humble ſonle chat 
"feckes to mee for mercy. The 
truth is; I will embrace him with 
my lovivg kindencfle, This for the 
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firſt meanes of helpe. 


Now,the ſecond meanes of Cure i is: 


this, Take heed of judging thy cate 
by carnall reaſon without the rule, 


The dan- 


| Ing ©Uur 


ſelucs raſh- 
Wy. 


which is commonly the faſhion an1 
fault of poore diſtreſſed ſpirits, who 
paſſe fearfull ſentence againlt ther.- 
fclves upon 'groundleſle Arguments, 
and fav, I never found it. I feel 0 
ſuch ching, and I feare it is not ſo. 
Bat in this wee heare but carnill 


p.ca*, comming out of Satans forge, 


and by his helpe, from our felyes, 


T 55 wir i drnbrinf Ciriſia jars "-J 


£9S4inſt our ſelves, for wee judge our - 


ſeives by them. Bur Ifay, 


of any 
nearing, ſtealing, whoring, Or MUre 

cer; for this is as truly a finae as 
thoſz, thovgh not ſo great ; yer a far 
greater ſinne then you imagine. 


Take ; 
heede of this wile of Satans, and | 
ger of jui;= make conſcience of this as much as | 
other faulr, as wuch as of | 


Co::{ider this thou humble-hearred + 


Chriſtian, for to thee 1 ſpeak, There- | 


_ forewhe? upon theſe grounds thou 


concluieit that thy caſe and eſtate is 
naught, ſee and conſider apaintt how 


Eany Commandments theu offend- | 


c& | 
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, eſt. Eirft, thou diſhonoureſt God, 
Ee is and the work of his grace, by deny- 
tate | ing that which God 'hath done for 

| thee; alſo, and ſpeakeft aurewerently 


and againſt him ; : beſides, thou art a n:#7= 

pho derer, for that thou woundet thine ; 
efn.- own ſoule. Further, Thou robbeft thy { 
nts, ſelfe of much comfort, and fo art a , 


l:0 * thiefe; and thou beare/; falſe wirncſs 


ſo. þ aoainſt ty ſelfe, yea, againſt Chriſt, 
nall 4 andthe Spirit of Chriſt,and the work 
rge,, | of grace already wrought in thee, 


Alſo, thou joyneſt with the Deviil a» 
gainſt the Lord JeſusChriſt, Are theſe 
no lins ? 

But thou wilt ſay, I ſpeake as I 
think. Yet that hinders not, bur. 
that thou beareſt falſe witneſſe. As 
wee ſee, if a man affirm ſuch a one is 
a drunkard, and knowes it not, this 
man beares faiſe witneſſe, becauſe 
though the man bee indeed a drurk- 
ard, yetit is more then hee knowes. 
So thou fayit thit thou hift no- 
thiog, __ thou doeſt but onely 
feare it, and ſuſpe@ it, and doſt not 
feel it. I] ſpeake this rhe rather, be- 
cauſe of the finfull diftemper- that 
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T he poor donbring Chriſtian, 


EE The 


creeps in upon the hearts of many- 


broken hearted Chriſtians; :and ſo 


a5 that out of a ſelfe-will*d road of 
carnall reaſon, and a vile haunt that 
they have gotten,their hearts are per» 
{waded that they doe well to doe fo, 
and that they can never be well, ex- 
cept they do ſo. 
Bat they that are ſuch (mark what 

I ſay ) when reaſon is plain againſt 
them, and plaine Scripture evidence- 
erh the contrary, doe not ſo much 
aitend what the Minter faith, as 
they ſtand and invent how they may 

anſwer the Miniſter :-and ( ſo ) put 

away their owne mercy. Therefore 

Jet the feare of God fall upon every 

pore ſou! that heareth this; and lee 

him know, that howſoever hee: hath 


taken or given leave to himlſelfe, or 


taken up the waſters, by taking up 
pleas 2gainft che truch - yet now hee 


1s to change the courſe, to go aſide, | 
- and te mourn apart for his miſprifi- 


on : alſo to wonder that the Lord 
bath not, all this while taken away 


all che comforts of his grace, and 


allthe mocions of his Spirit from bim 


} 
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drawn unto (, brift. 


The Prophet rag prayes the Lord « 
tO 147% away his eyes from beholdin __ 
vanity. Nowif God muft doe has Plal: "2 i 
that is, turn away our eyes that they *”* : 
ſce not; rnuch more muſt hee turne 
away our hearts that they attend- not 
on lying vanities. Wee muſt attend 
God and the voice of his Spirit ; 
but to-liſten to carnall pleas ( which 
we have no warrant to do ) is ve ſin 
deeply and ro hurt our own ſoul.both 
deeply and dangerouſly, No man 
would deal with a Cheater. Carnall 
reaſon ts a Cheater, therefore wee 
ſbould not heede it, unlefſe wee 
would reſolve to. be cozened. And 
now if the danger of the ſinne cannot 
make us to doe this; let the ſorrow 
that will come of it, conſtratne us. 
The Prophet fa'th, B: hold, all you1fgji.cor; 
that kinale a fire, and that compaſſe 
your ſelves about with the ſparkle: 
that yee have kiniled ; this ſhall you 
have at my band , yee ſhall lie down in 
ſorrow. Theſe are the 'Prophet's 
! . words, ray, God's by him. And 
now I will cell you wi at is meant 
by /parkl:s, and what by fire, In be 
'® 
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' The poor donbting Chriſtian, 


old Law ( as ſome of you know ) 
there was heavenly fire kept conti- 
naally upon the Altar of the Sanctu- 
ary, ( which ſhadowed out the will 
and wiſedome of God in his Word,) 
and there was alſo {tranpe fire, that 
is, divers ſparkles of mens own ima- 
ginations and conceits, Concern- 
| 1ng this, every poor Creature carries 
his Tinder- box about him, and is 
ever kindling of it. But fuch a fire. 
much provoked God once, and ſo 
doth ftill. So faith the Text; in 
which are two things. Firſt, That the 
heart of man will naturally invent 
 carnall reaſons and pleas apainſt ic 
ſelf, and be ſetled upon them as upon 
the dregs of a veſſel that is at a bot- 
tom. Secondly, that the iſſue that fol- 
| loweth is fearſul : For it is ſaid, This 
forall ye have of mine havd, yee ſball lis 
downe iy .your Owne ſorrow. Naw 
- then, when the Scriptures are cleare, 
and reaſons upon it evident, yet you 
Will have your owne devices and 
' wayes ; Thus much I muſt tell you, 


' You ſpall lie downe in ſorrow at laſt, }. 


and you may thank your ſelves for it, 
Away 
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Away then with your Tinder- boxes, 


abaſe your ſelv s before the throneof 


grace, and be at laft wiſe to ſalvation 
ſo nigh. 

H, every one that thirBeth- ( ſgith 
God. by his Prophet ): come and buy 
without money, take of the well of & 
water of. | fe, and live for ever free- 
[z. Many a poor Miniſter, while he 
preached the good Word of Gad, 
would fain leave his commodity be- 
hinde him, while he ſaith, You aol 
have it; and you ſha!l have it; it is 
your portion, and helongs of right 


_ unto you: Thus we are fain even ta 


force Gods favours upon you. Here- 
upon we beſeech you to believe, and 
we entreat you for the Lord Jeſus 
ſake to receive mercy, and to:humble 
your hearts, 
Thus wee deile. with you in Fa- 
therly terms. But will you cake ſo 
great and ſo. good a commodity from 
as * 

No, Beloved; many ſweet pro- 
miſes, and many admirab.e precious 
things of grace and ſalvation are re- 


vealed, but men. are negligent to nj 
x 
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26 T he poor doubting Chrifts 
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for themſe'ves : in this caſe, our mar- 
kets ftand upon our ſelves : we pafle 
not to {ay ont any thing here to be- 
nefit - ſome carnall plea or other 
marrs all. This argues plainly the 
ſmsll eftimation that wee have of 
Chriſt But the poor tungry ſinner, 
one that is apprehenſive of his owne 
weakneſſe and feebleneſſ-, longs till 
the feaſf- day cometh, that hee may 
partake of theſe and ſuch delicates. 
Oh how carefully doth he liften, and 
how diligently doth he artend what 
the Minifter ſaith ? andif rhe Word 
come home to his conſcience, en- 
lighening his heart, and reproving 
him of his wayes : then he cryes our; 
Oh, Iam in great trouble ; good 
Lord comfort mee © I am full of 
3-3 doubts ; good Lord reſolve mee : I 
7 TY am ignorant in ſpiritual| things ; 
W | 60d Lord teach me. I have a proud, 


BS IJ humble me. He was never betrer 


T3 a general[rule ; That a good heart is 
SY never better at eaſe then when the 
= 3 ; Word workes moſt, and moſt biting- 
= : | ly 


he, I 


ſtout, {tnbborne heart ;- good Lord | 


'then row, Therefore take this for | 


Ars 


;fle 
be- 
her 
the 
of 
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s till 
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roud, 
Lord 


etrer ? 


s for 
Art is 


| vain thing for me to uſe the means of 
mercy, my time of mercy being out. 
| Oh the dayes of grace that IT have 


Mid 


drawn unto Chriff. 63 


ad 


ty, Contrarily, a wicked praceleſſe 
perſon 1s never betcer then when the 
Word works leaft, or never -a white 
upon him. But when he thinkes the 
Miniſter will come clofe to his ſore 
and ſoul, he will not bs at home thare 
day, he will be ſure to be out of the 
Town, or not in place. He knowes 
the Word would awaken him, and 
affright him, and he cannot bear the 
blow, therefore he keeps away, and 
ſhuns the hearing of the Word,when 
it (honld work to his reformation a» 
ny Way. 

And now for a third Helpe, let 3 Help, 
vs be marvellouſly wary and watch. 
fall that we enter not into the lifts of 
any diſpute with Satan, upon points 
which are beyond the reach of man ; 
as thus to ſay, I am not eleRed, 
therefore God will not look upon 
me to do me any good. Or, itis a 


ſeen, when the Lord knocked ſweetly 
at my heart, and was pleaſed to 
reveal my finnes unto me at ſucha- 
time,” 
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time - but then ( hard hearted wretch 
that-I was ) I (but the doore upon 
him, and now he is gone and pal ; 
and'now there is no hope for the vi- 
fit of grace, or that Ehriit ſhould re- 
turn again to (ſhew me any mercy. 
If the Devill can have thee here, all 
thy comfort is gone ; for upon this 
Sronnd a man ſhall never receive reſt 
tO his foule, come what dayes will. 
And how can hee ? for if he cannot 
judge of, or know comfort, how ſhall 
I the Miniſter de able to give, or hee 
( the hearer ) to take it. 

. And here look as it is with a 
poor traveling man, one that fal- 
leth among theeves, who come and 
promiſe to carry him a neerer way, 
but bring him into a wood whith:r 
no paſſengers come, and there they 
doe what they will un:o him ;, ſo it is 
with a poor ſfoule , when the Dev | 
gets him into theſe nnwarranted dil- 
putes, as ſt were, large wilderneſſes of 
Gods Eternall counſell, where are no 
paſſengers , and therefore he cannot. 
but be void of helpes and ſuccour, 
_ and o, asthat Satan may now exer- 
ciſe 
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cije his fuil pleaſure, and whole ma- 


lice by terrifying his poore deſolate 


ſoul. To avoid which trait, obſerve 
theſe three Rules. 

Firff, let the ſoul in this caſe beare 
vpon the Almightineſs of the power 


of God, who (41d 0 Abraham . TGenn7, © 


am Ged Al! ſufficient. For if thou 
be perſwaded of the All-ſufficiency 
of God, that aſſurance cannot but 
ſtay thee (ſlipping) from falling. And 
here remember that God'can doe 
more then thou canft think. Hee is 
able, and doth thee good, though 
thou know ir not. And further. con- 
ſidzr that the ſoule cannot doubt of 
Gods will, but with that very doubt 
makes ſome queſtion of his power. 
This for the firſt Rule. 
For the ſccond, and fecondly, it 
bids check to thine owne heart for 
medling with Gods fecret, and for 
prying ſo into his Cloſet of hidden 
Counſels, For no man ſhould go 
beyond his bounds; and it appers 
raines nOt to thee tolook mto this 
Arx of matters feasled up. Secree 


things belong to God, bm revealed ,g 0 


ihinge 
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things belong to 18, And who hath 
| , known the minde of God: faith Pal, 
16 Mark this, you that will be climbing 
7 up the ladder of Gods eternall Pce- 
deſtination, and going up into the 

, © bvkies to know whar Gods ſecret 
minde is. Keep your ſtations wiſely; 

for neither the Devil, nor all the de- 

vills in hel}, ever knew the minde of 

che Lord. When 7onah cryed againft 

Nineveh, ſaying, Within forty dayes 

allyou; that is, all you drunkards, 

and aduiterers, and murderers, and 

others ; ſhall bee deftroyed : Mark 

here how the King reſolves ; his 

words are, Who can tell if the Loyd 

will repent, and ſtay his fierce, wrath 

| Jenn 19, that Wwe periſh not ? Therefore when 
the.Devill rells thee thus much, and 

ſaith, God hath appointed a way to 

. ſalvation, and you have had the 
meanes, and did not profit by them, 
therefore God will never ſhew you 
mercy. nor give you prace. Thu: 
the Devill. But how can he tell that ? 
Surely all the Devils in hell cannot 
tell it ; ſay with thy ſelf. Let me walk 
in that courſe which God hath ap- 
pointed 
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draven wnto Chrift, 


pointed and commanded , Wd-doe 
that which T ought; then T may ſay, 
and with comfort fay it; 4Who 
knows bur God may break the heart 
of a proud, rebellious, contrarying 
ſinner, ſuch as mine is, and ſuch as I 
am? None verily but 0d knowes 
whether or no. The third and laſt 

Rule follows. | 

Thirdly therefore, meaſure not the . 3; 

riches of Gods love, and the ſweet 

neſle of his ſaving grace according to 

your own conceits; nor do you think 

that becauſe you cannot conceive it, 
therefore God will not doe it, for 7- ;;.; __ 
ſaiah ſaith, Lee the wicked forſake his ,, © 
way, and the unrighteous man his 
theeghts;that is, All you wicked ones, 

and you that have lived lewdly , re- 

turn from your wicked wayes, and 

vain thoughts; and he will abundant- 

ly ſhew mercy. | 

But will the Lord pardon all my fins Obje®. 

faith the doubting ſoul: 1 caxner think 

1: If Imyſelfe were a god, I ſhould 

never paſs by ſuch intelletable things 

as have been aon: by me. 


Bn: I anſwer: Becauſe you cannot, 4ofe, |} 


you 


Yes, faich the Lord, I can Edam. 
ly pafdon : for my thoophts are not 
your thoughts nor my wayes as your 
wayes. A poor creature thinkes his 
ſins are unpardonable, and that hee 
ſhall never gt aſſurance of Gods fa- 
your, or hope of his love. Bat you 


"> are 29, ſaith the Lord, and have fi- 


nitz thoughts ; but Iam a God, and 
in mercies infinite, when you think I 
will have no mercy. | 

Bat were ever any ſuch received to 
mercy as 1, ſaith the dcrooping ſoule ? 
and therefore why (houid I bee the 
only man ? 

To this I'ry : when Chirſt had 
wrought many ſtrange miracles, the 
people ſaid there were never any 
ſuch chings dove in 1/racl And there- 
fore it 1s Þlain not to be doubred, 
that God can doethings chat never 
like were Cone : H- oth preat things 
pafi finding ont, and Wonirons with- 
ext nn ber, faith 7eb : and therefore 

judge not either Gods power or love 
by the ſcantling. 

The beſt Chriftians a are moſt fuſpi pi- 

tious 
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dravn mnto Chrift, _ 


tious of thernſeives, and none. fuller 
of doubts and fears, then thoſe that 
have leaft cauſe to fear 'or doubt that 
their eſtates are broken & bad. Ther- 


. fore Satan makes it his chief work to 


orieve and terrific ſuch, Beſides, their 
own diftruſtful beerts are aly7avs rea» 

dy to joyr iffue with 1 /alfe reports 
againſt them, raiff ig falſe ſurmiſes as *. 
Sainſt themſelves, and putting mercy _ 
from them; as if chey were hired by 

the Devi) to take his p4:: 13 pie:ding 
pair it their owne ſure faivation. 
Therefore it is wo':h the time to- - 


heare what David faith, P/al.q2.TheÞ% 4% 


Lord ſhall command his loving kand- 
eſſe in the mersing. It is a paraſe 
taker from P-inces and great men, 
whoſe words are a Liw of Com- 
mand, For fo God wil} ſcnd forth, 
as by a Commandment, his loving 
kindref]: to a truly hvmble Chrifti- 
an. As if it ſhon'd be tid; Go love 
and everlaſtsig mercy, take thy Com 
m#lton; and I charge tlice go to that 
peor broken hearted ſinner, go to 
that poor , bungry and thirſty foule:. 
g£0 and proſper and preyaile and 
ftamp 
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T he por donbring Chriſtian 


ſtamp my love upon his heart, and 
there let it and whether he will or 
no. Thus the Lord charges his loving 
kindveſſe to do good to poor finners, 
and by bis own Almiphtineſſe beares 
up the ſou], when it is ready to fink 
under the weighty burden of its ma- 
ny tranſgreſſions. 
But what ? fhall Ihave mercy ? 
No, ro, ( ſaith the doubting heart. ) 
Will the Lord Jeſus accept me? No , 


ſurely. . Could I pray fo, and fo, 


and hadT thefe and theſe parts, and 


contd I] perform curies after this and 


this manner, then there were ſome 
hope, bur ail is contrary,and therefore 
wo and alas, there is no mercy for 
me. 

But to anſwer this alſo, Let me tell 
thee, who ever thou art,that God in- 
vites thee in particular, as by name, 
and that all the weetneſſe in Chriſt, 
and in his precious promiſes apper- 
eaines to thy poor ſoul, and thou haſt 
as great an intereit in chem as any 
ſecva;it of God in the world whatſo- 
EVEr | 

No, no, fsith the trembling on. 


dravyn unto Chriſt. 


| T cannot believe that ſuch a wretch as 


I, ſhail,or can go to heaven.It cannot 
be. Heaven ſhall rather fall, then 1 
come there. Thus the diſcouraged 
ſinner knocks off mercy, and ſhuts 
the door againſt himſelf, ; 

And now, when all carnal reaſort- 
ings, and high ſosring imaginations 
( as Paul calls them ) have raiſed up 
{trong Holds againſt mercy and com 
fort ; when the Word cannot for the 
preſent ſettle peace in the unquiet 
ſoul ; God is tnade ar laft to command 
his loving kindnefſe, and ſend it with 


a Commiſſion from hesven, and 
| to ſay unto it, I charge you break 0- 


pen the doors of ſuch a reluctant ſin- 
ner, rend off that veil of ignorance 
that is before his eyes : ſilence ali his 
Coubts and fears : And when this is 
Lone, I charge you go home to thar 
droxen ſou!, and to cheere and re. 
reſh it with the ſenſe of wy ſweet fa- 
our; and with the aſſurance of my 
dye to fill jt. 
While we were exemies , faith the 
A poitle, Chrift ayed for us. And here 
c Lord ſends from heaven to 2 poor 
D miſe. 


Rom 5.8. 
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The poor obrrs E TETIO 5M ; 


-- God to it. Tell the man {( whoſe 
- heart that is ) that his ſins are par- / 
doned, his perſon accepted, and that. 
his ſoul ſhall be ſaved. Tell him his ] 
ſighs and groans are nor loſt, & that. 
his prayers are heard in Heaven. Let 
him know that the Lord Jeſus dyed | 
for {inners when they were finners. 
Make all this good ro his Soule. I' 


Help 4, 


miſerable creature , and faith; Com- 
mend my love, commend my mercy 
ro ſuch a diftrefſed ſoul, and tell ir, 
Though it hath beene an enemy to 
me, yet lam a friend to it. Tell it, 
Thovgh it hath been a Traytor to 
me. I have beena good King to it. | 
And tell it, that though ir hath been 


evidence of che Word. If thou art 


— —— -  —_— 
Orme Oo oionn oO > ——————_—. - ——D 


a Rebcl to me,I have yet bin a loving | 


charge you before you come back : 
So much for the third help. © | 
The fourth Cure is this And it 
is ſpecially to be obſervEdby a Chri- 
ſtian above all, in his oceans 
wich himſelf in Barre of Judgement; 
and thatis: Paſſe no haſty ſentence 
againſt thy ſclfe, but crores co the 


to be approved, let the word of _ 
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/ graWvn uato Chriſf. 


do it; and let the fam. word examine 
thee, if thau come!t to be examined, 
If this Word ſpeake for thee, no 
matter, thouph all men ard Anpels 
ſpeak againſt thee, and if it con- 
demn thee: no matter who ſpeakes 
for thee - By it, thou riſeſt or falleſt 
to thine owne Miſter, What thopgh 
ſome wrangling fellow ſtep in, and 


. will - be determining cauſes before 


the Judge come : (hall his word 
ſard ? No : therefore a wile man 
will ftay till the Judge himſelie dos 


. come, and wait upon the judgement 


of his mouth. Deal thou no othber- 
wiſe with thine own foule : put not 
the caſe to be tryed by a company of 
peeviſh caina!l reaſons, but ſtay cl 
the Woid ( wich is the Judge ) 
come; and judge thy ſelfe by thar, 
and ho'd to that for thy life, and the 


life of thy foule. The ligne is at Ephe; Fu 


which manifeſteth all things, faith the 


Apoftle. His meaning is : The light 1 3 


of the Word, and the-evidence of 
Gods truth, manifeſted to the ſonlleg 
of Gods people; Theſe properly 
are the Judge : che other are bur 

D 2 wWrang- 


% 


ade” 
hr * 


" xx o + ; SS PO b 
» "RET "+8 "0 2» - £ "ES; >a6t wh. a it on Bro a oralal: 7 1 - 
- Lo : C. —_ —  H. V bh 0 Y - ez ot. \ 2 - * [2 
& - EM ft . o * 
FY 


_——————. 


The 


poor doubting (triftian 


Oo _—_—_——_—_— 


wranpling caſes, not to be admitted. 


48% F: 4 

4 4 
. . 3 i Bs 

F p [a> % 

v8 *£ Ul 
*$ 1 728 

iv vu .7 

8 1s > s 
R Wo 

8. © 
FM , F ; 
-*® 1% 
= , Y : 


And here ſenſe and feeling, grounded 
upon carnall matter, are like ſogps 
and mifts which make a man in caſe 
that hee cannot ſee his way : but up- 
on clearing up his Rate and condition 
is open before him; and then it is 
manifeſt what it iss Leary of mee 
( ſaith our Saviour ) and you ſhall 
finde veſt to your ſouls : And the Pſal- 
mift ſaith, 7 V'i/l enquire what the 
Lorawill ſay, So ſay thou; Iwill- 
not hearken what carnal] reaſon will 
ſay; I will heare whac God faith. 
The want of this, is cau'e why wee 
have ſo many dCiſtraQtions and difſqui- 
ets, and why we are {tj|lin our doub- 
rings ; even becauſe hee ihat teach- 


eth,and can perſwade with us, is a de 
lucer. e 


And hereof it it. that the poor 


{ foul faith : Whet? ſhall I have an in- 


tereſt in Chriſt > (hali I have title to 


{the promiſes ? Nay, this belongs to 


thoſe that are broken hearted. Indeed 
if I had ſuch power againft corcupti- 
on, fuch heavenly mineddrefle, and 


(his and that prectous grace, there 
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raws unto Chrift. 
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. were ſome hope ; but I am ſo full of ; 
d weakneſle, and many times led cap- I 
$ tive by ſach a rebellious heart, thar it | , 
ſe '$ too apparent I never had ſaving F 
A grace : ray, I fear I never ſhall have L 
oy !t trulywyroupht in my ſoul. 3 
w 23 This you fay, poor ſoule : bat who 1 
ce { toldyouſo?and where learned you 4 
i | that Religion? I am ſure youne- 1 
s ver learned it of Chriſt. For who , 
be | orwhatword tells you, if I have fuch J 
my * a load of corrup:ions, I ſhall never 1 
ul | havegrace? not the word of Chriſt, | 
th. I am ſure, wherefore I charge you 
as hold to the truth of the Word : 
Ut- Learn of we, ſaith Chriſt, and pur 
2b- not your cauſe to be decided by car- 
ch- J. nall Reaſon ; neither regard what it 
de- teſlerh you : for if you take that way 
" {$$ and turn not back, you can never * 
ore | cometo Chriſt, no way to him that 


10- | way. Learne of the Lord Chrift, 
e tO ( for his Word is faithfull, and his 


+ O } - Promiſe ſure) and there you hall 
eed | finde a Tovver of reſt as ftrong as 
t- | Mouut Sion. It is that Word 


and | vyhereby vvee ſhall bee jadg-d art 
ere | thelaſt great day, vvhen ſenfe and 
ete | D.3- feel- 


T he poor doubting Chridlian 


' feeling ſhall be cait over the bar for 
deceivers and never come into Court 
again. And thus much of the foure 
cures; it reſts that I now propound 
four Rules, by which a man may 
know how to order himſelife@ and fo 
to walke, thar hee may keepe a ftrait 
ccurſeby the Word, and not turne 
aſide to one hand,or other,from that 
guide of his way. And thus walking 
he may pet into his hands the eviden- 

\ ces thar can afſure him of areſt per» 
petval, and eftabliſh his minde with 
perfe& peace. For they worke rone 
.niquity, that walkin this way. 


Rules to aireit a Chriſtian how 16 uſe © 


the Word of God for his evidence, or 
aſſurance with peace, 


I he firſt of theſe Rules teacheth to 
uſe the word of God aripht : for as 
thou mutt in all things chat con- 
cern thy Soul repaire to the Word; 
ſo thou muſt conſider thine owne 
uprigh:neſle by it, and ſee what 
WOrke 1s in thy ſoule that is 8ble- to 
aniwer.the Word, and to aſs ] 
, he 


_— 4 ſh 


araws unto Chriit. 77 


a ce ore _—nioocctuines 


the worke of grace is there. And ; 
here bee ſure to take thy foule atihe 
beſt : doe not alwayes pore upon the 
wor thart is in it, nor up0n thy fail- 
ings, nor that that can onely accuſe 
the; butif chere beany thing there 
that may jultly ſpeak for thee,nevlet 
not that, Jt is an injuſtice for any 
Court to bear one fide and not ano- 
cher. The Scripture is a Text of Ju- 
ſtice, and the Lord doth nor lie at 
catch with his Children, but takes 
them at the beſt : as Rom: 4. 22. it is 
therefore ſaid of that Abraham belic- 
vid the promiſe, and it was imputed 
zo him for rightcouſneſſe. Indeed, as in 
ſe || the 12. of Gex. hee had ſome doubc- 
10gs 2: but God took him at the beſt : 


TE and ſpeaks this his Faith, So Sarah x Per,3, 
is ſpoken of, as of a gracions Wo« 6, E 

COTA man,and of a pattern fcr women, by Gez, 18, 

TR calling her Husband Lord; which 12, 

AY was a ſipne of reverence to her Hus 


-<. | band, and an tumble heart to the 
: Lord . and yet we read tha: ſhe de- 


—_ rided the Meffige of the Lord by the 
>to Angel : the Lord buries that, and - 
thae * | onely ſpeakes of that which was to. 
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her commendation, and ſo took her 
at her beſt roo, Now as the Lord 
dealt with theſe, fo ſhould we with 
our ſelves: whatſoever is found fin. 
cere and upright inus, that ſhould * 
we obſerve, as well as that which is 
not ſo;nay,that rather and before the 
0:her. If a man ſhould have his cauſe 
handled in any Court of Juſtice after 
this falhion ; namely, that ( there ) 
ould onely be obſerved what is 
failirg in the cauſe, and never that, 
that m*kes for it ; the beſt cauſe that 
is might go to ground: therefore 
the Court will hear all rezd: aseve* 


ry Bond or Bill that ſhall come in 
and every matter of apreement; 
let Oury thing : the cry will be, 


Let ail be read. Again, ſuppeſea man 
have a bord or other inſtrument in 
Court,and that the Lawyer only doth 
open and read the failings in it, and 
that vvhich ſeegns to make againſt 
the party: If the Judg only hear that, 
hovy can it but goagainſt that ſide ? 
Therefore that party faith, Good my 
Lord hear all: Novy vvhen all is 
read:thoſe defeRs are correRed, oo 
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Jer the canſe goes vvell, vyhich had not 
yd | been fo, if that Bond, or Deed, or 
ich | other Inſtrament had been read to 
in. | - halves, not throughly. So vyvhen 
ad { men ſhall bring in ſo many and main 
is | Indiaments againſt themſelves, and 
he | fay, Oh what pride and ſtubborn- 
uſe $ neſleisin my heart! O how weake 
rep am I, and dull, and'dead, and back- 
e) | wardto holy duties / Oh how care- 
is Icſſe of enjoying communion with | 
at, | God! How negligent in ſifting and 
hat trying my owne heart, in vatching 
ore | over myſenſes, and mourning in ſe- 
yve* cret for my dayly failings Though 
in; | this were ſo, yetif men will fee no 
nt ; more ( and theſe too much) no mar- 
be, vell if they trouble their own houſe, 


or if Sathin by their own words 
judge them, To ſuch an one theres - 
fore I ſay, All that thou ſayeft may 
be trie ; but art thou not troubled 
with theſe failings ? and are they not 
the greateſt grief that thy ſoul hath 2 
Yea ſaith the poore foul, I confeſs 
my heart is vexed, and my ſou prie- 
ved for them; and I could bee con- 
tent to be.any thing that I could not - 
WS. be--- 


A cet. 


bee ſo: Now hear on: chis fide, and 
rake the beſt. For, as it 1s with a 
mans band and the ſtaffe,ſo it is here; 
I eompare the-promiſe to a ftaff; you 
know che back of a mans hand can- 
not rake hold of the Raf, but the 
palm of his hand can. So turnecthou 
the right ſide of thy ſoul to: the pro- 
miſe, and then thou may it rake by 
it : but wee: tske net by: it, becauſe 
wee turn the back fide of our hearts 
to the promiſe : and then. the ſoule 
ſfaicrh, Oh my ftubbornneſle is great, 
and mine- inabllities grievous, and 
corruptions many. But this is the 
wrong fide; which will ever hinder 
thee from taking hold of the pro- 
riſe-. But turn to the right ſide, and 
then iay, My ſoul hates theſe, and. 
my ſoul 15 right weary of them. Oh 
this is the right ſide; turne to that, 
and thou art weil. This for the firſt 
Rute. 

ow for the Second, and fecond + 


Rate 2». 


jetied and eftabliſhed in that truth 
| wich rOWw out of the Word then 
&3 LONED 10 bear witneſſe of the 
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worke of grace in thee. For if there 
be any want of the aſſurance ofGods 
love, and if the evidence of the work 
of grace come not roundly in, but 
there be ſome guilt of (1n ftil remain- 
inp ; conſcience will make new ftirs, 
and breed new broiles and continu31- 
ly move and unquiet the heart : 
therefore as it is $00d to have our 
judpement enformed by the Word, 
when vvee fee the good that is in us ; 
ſo it is meer wee ſhould make conſci- 
ence perſwaded of it,fo as Conſcience 
may ſpeake for ys, and all bee made 
ftrait. Otherwiſe, as the debtor that * 
"5 indebted ro many Creditors, it hee 
agree not with all, or with all ſave 
one; that one may come upon him - 
as well as allthe reſt : ſo for the poor 
diſtreſſed ſoule tbat lies at the mercy - 
of the Lord, and is ſo deep- in arrear- 
ages to the Law, that he cannot wind - 
out ; if he labour not to ſtill conſci- 
ence, and what is elſe againſt him, in 
every point as well as in ſome, if bee 
leave one undiſcharged, that one may 
ſet his conſcience againſt him; as well - 
as an hundred. .. ; 
The ; 


=_— Freq oor was 7 Crier, 


"The want of this, is the cauſe why: 
new Suits and new-Bills are dayly 
put in agaiaſt us : only-becauſe Con- 
ſcience is not pacified, nor all quie-. 
ted. And -now take. a poore ſinner. 
that hatb all his doubts and objeRi- 
ons anſwered, come to him, and ſay, 
Are all theſe all your doubts and obs 
jeRiors? he will ſay, Yea, And are 
thiy all anſwered ? here he will ſay, 
Yea too., And have you now any. 
thing to fay againſt that which hath 
been made known unto you ? no not 
now.. But ſay to him again, Did - 
your Conſcience ſay to you. It is a 
fin to ſay you have no grace? here 
he demurs, and {tops, and ſays, No, 
_ 1 dare rot fay fo, but ] was 5. ſay the 
contrary. And now marke what hee 
, fayes © - All the Books are croft, and . 
" all objeQions anſwered , and yet 
zonſcience puts in a new plea, bes 
cauſe baply it was not ſatisfied co the 
fi 11,,and in every parcel of aberrati- 
on. 

And now come to him again, 
and ay, , You are ſometimes capti- 
ved b, ſinae, are you not f And ate 
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you willing to be at Gods free dif- 
poſe, and that he ſhould pluck away 
all your corruptions, as it were,ſhac- 
kles from you, are you not ? 
Oh, faith the poor finner, I muft 
needs yeeld to that. Then I affirm 
to thy ſoule, that this is a worke of 
true grace. Here (therefore) let- 
Conſcience bee fully ſatisfied. But 
how fatisfied ? . Thus : Cancell all 
ſelfe-accuſations, and this will cut all 
ſcores, and clear the heart, ſcattering - 
all clouds that miſt it, This will 
calt out all cavilts, and all new Bills 
againit us : For, if our Conſciences - 
condemne #s not, then we have bold= 
»efſe towards God. We mauft then 
litop the mouth of conſcience ; that 
1s, be convinced, and agree, that it - 
is a fin ro ſay,God hath not wrought 
this work of grace in the heart, when 
it is ſo clear hee hath. For though - 
ſenſe and feeling be ( as it ſometimes - 
will be ) gone, yet conſcience remem- 
bers the day &'year when the ſinner 
had acleare evidence of Gods love, 
and therefore ſaith, Lord thou know- 
eſt it, and thou didſt ſay out of thy 
word . 
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Word-at ſuch a time, that the heare. 
of this poor ſoul was upright and ſin- 
cere before thee. 

And here it ſhould be with a poor 
finner, as: with a wiſe man, when he 
would make his lands ſure unto him 
and his poſterity by- evidences and 
writings ſealed : hee is not content 
here onely to have his evidences in 
his own keeping, bur will have them 
inrolled-in Chancery, ſuch a year,and 
ſach a day : that if he ſhould loſe bis 
Deeds, he might bee ſure where to 
tinde them. So it ſhould be with the 
diitr.ſſed ſoul; $t ſhould not onely 

| beewilling to have all objections to 
the contrary Of it acres, but it 
ſhould further get them recorded in 
the Court of Conſcience, as in Chan- 
cery ; that when ſenſe and feeling 
are loſt, yet it may readily go to that 
high Coure of Conſcience, and there 
finde the day and year when Gods 
love was made ſure unto it, T his for. 
the ſecond Rule. 

Rule 3; For the third: Thirdly, we ſhould 
ſtrive, and that mightily, to have our \ 

hearts - over powred wich the evi- 

dence : 
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; dence that Reaſon and Conſcience 


make good unto'us :' that ſo we may 
quietly receive, and calmly wekcome 
it; yea, and yeild - and ſubje& our 
hearts co the truth of ic. Bat here 
wee all ſtick-: and' there are three 
things in the ſou] of a man; three, I 
ſay, that abet all theſe quarrels and 
oppolittions again{t the! evidence of 
the Word in that man. The firſt: for 
1: Reaſon objeRs, 2. The ſecond : 
then Conſcience accuſeth.. And the 
third: 3. The will of man will 
not ſubmit. And here wee: finde by 
experience, that when a man: hath 
[tilled Conſcience, and ſilenced all 
reaſons to the contrary of his peace'; 
yet ſuch is the Iron of a ſtubborn 
hearc, that nothing. can bar it; but 
{ull ir maintaines, and wiil; ſome 
Sain-ſaying,and ſome new quarrels a- 
Sainft the truth and it ſeife.* Beſides, 
it keeps on foot even that! that hath 
beene long ago - anſwered ;' and ler 
down : nay, that a man ' would 
think had been buried in a deep grave 
(as deep as hell ) never to riſe again. 
Nowin this caſe it is with a Poe 
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ſfinner.as with a man that hath a con- \, 
rentious adverſary. Haply the cauſe 
that they two have in hand, hath 
been tried in all Courts of Law, 
and at laft comes to the Chancery ; 
And there it is concluded againſt the 
cavilling Adverfary, as in the other 
Courts; there all matters are as 
well ſtated and ordered as a man 
would w:ſh, and as an honeſt man 
would grant : Yet will not this man, 
that is ſo contentious, be ſo conciu- 
ded, or ſo yeeld, bur will to the Law 
againe with a back Suit, and then, 
and upon that old grudge , ſtake 
down all he hath, and ſell all ro his - 
ſhirt. His will hee will have, what- 
ever it colt him. Nor will hee give. 
over, til] rhe Judge doth come to 
take notice of him, and ſo to caſt out 
his Cauſe with himfelfe, whom there- 
fore he commits to prior, and ſaith, 
Sirrab, theſe matters were ( all of 
them long ago anſwered,and will you | 
trouble us again, not- with new mat- 
ters, but with Old quarrels ? Ps 
Juft ſo it is with the heart even | 
* of a gracious man ſometimes, and 
Cne. 
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» drawn unte Chriſt. 


' one that is bumbled in ſome mea- 


ſure ; and couid be content to veeld 
ro the commanding power of Gods 
Word, and to the witneſſe of h's 
owne Conſcience; and therefore 
ſfaich, My con1ition is be:ter then I 
thought it was; yet there is an Old 


'#. proud, ſelfe-will*d heart (till in me; 
_ an heart that will not be qaieted nor 


faid unto ; but {till will be quarrel- 
ſome, and maintain tie old excepti- 
on, For though all reaſons are well 
confuted, and conſcience bears wit- 
neſſe it is ſo; and the Miniſters,as the 
Judge under Chriſt, cafts out the 
Cauſe : yet ( obſerve it ) the poor di- 
ſtreſſed ſinner will keep the old road 
of objeRiig againſt himfelfe: And 
though be bath been anſwered fully, 
and to every point, not many hours, 
before ; yet he keeps old matters ftill 
freſh, and out of the Salt, till they 
yeeld a foul ſent to all that come 
within the hearing of them. And 
thus, even when a man would think 


{ he ſhould not dare to come in Court 
[| with ſuch old caſhiered tuff: ; yer 


thit. proud f:Ife-will'd beart ys 
0], 


T he paoy doubting Chrifliaw 


doing fill, nor will yeeld or. give 
over. Have wee not juſt cauſe then 
to labour our hearts ſo farre as to get 
them over powred with the autho- 
rity of the truth concerning what- 
ſoever God reveals to them for their 
So0d 2 O! therefore, poore ſoul, do 


not reject the evidence which God - Ye 


makes known, and paſleth upon thee 
for thy ſure welfare eternally. Doe 
not, becauſe thou haft not that com- 
fore that thou wouldft, reje& all ; 
asif thou. wouldſt have none at all. 
So then the fault here is not properly 
becauſe thou canſt not, but becauſe 
thou wilt not receive the promiſe : 
and this is that that ſo-wracks and 
torments thy Spirit; this is that 
which breeds the quarrell ſo hard to 
bee compounded ; and hence it is, 
chat when Reaſon 1s ſatisfied ; aud 
Conſcience convinced ; yet the ſoul 
is perplexed itil, For put this que- 
ſtionto 1t, and ſay unto it; Are you 
perſwaded that: che Lord hath done 
you this good, thathee will ſhew an 
everiaiting mercy to your ſou!? and 
it wiilſay No; and that all: the 

| world 


 Minifters are merciful! 
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draws unto Chriſh. 
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world ſhall nor perſwade it of char. 
( will ſuch a 
d:{t. mpered ſoul ſay ) and Chriſtians 


| arecharicable, and loath to-diſpleaſe 


too much, or to diſcourage one' in 
my caſe, or doto me as I ſhould do 
to them : bur did they know me in- 
deed, they would never think thus of 
me :- certainly I ſhall never finde it 
ſo. What ? have I grace? all the 
World ſhall never perſwade me to 
it, Marke what I ſay : This is meer- 
ly thy pride and ſelfe-willedneſſe, 
that will not receive that good which 
God is willing to give thee, But re- 
pent,or this pride of thy pettiſh heart 
will coft thae dear, one day; 1 wiſh 
nor. 

But ſome will ſay, How can you 
make this pride ? wee are ever com- 
plaining of, and condemning . our 
ſelves ; And can this be pride ? 


Objeft. 


Yes, I fay, (and mark what I 4»/w. 


ſay ) ir is intolerable pride againft 
the Majeſty of Heaven : and this I 


# make good by theſe two things. 


For, firſt, for a man to follow his 
owne conceits aud ſelfe-willedneſſe 


Y -- 
as 


TR ph 


T he foor doubting Chriſtias 
againſt the truth, the force of reaſon, } 
and the witneſſe of the ſervants of 
God, and his own conſcience ; can» | 
not but be pride. 

Secondly, And for a man, becauſe 
he hath not what hee would, to bee 
( theref:re ) off the hinges ſo, as to 
throw away all Gods kindneſle, and 
to deny the grace that is given him : 
and this becauſe he cannot bee Con- 
queror as be defires;is not this pride? 
That meaſu'e of mercy which God 
bath zlready (ſhewed to thy ſoule, is 
incomprehenſible, beyond mans 
reach ; and yet becauſe thou canſt 
mot have what thon wouldft, thou 
wilt bave nozhing at all. Juſt as if x 
manthat bath the Law on his ſide, 
and his eftate ſetled on him, ſhould, 
becauſe his evidences are not writ- 
ren in great golden Letters,nor in the 
largeſt Royal Paper, throw all away. 
This is your caſe: for ſo you, be. 
cauſ you haye not ſo much of grace, 
or with ſuch a ſweetneſſe as you 
would, yon deny you have any. Bat 5 
have you no humility, becaufe nong 
to your minde, or not fo much, 

or 
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or not in ſuch manner as you requires 
Oh pride; and pride in the higheſt 
degree ! 


heſe things conſidered, labonr to 
bring your hearts more downe in a 
holy ſubjeRtion to Gods meaſure ard 
And thinke it your duty, as 
well to receive comfort when God 
offers it upon good' termes, as to 


8 doe any duty commanded. And know 


that it is as truly a ſia (though of a 
bigger ſize } to reje& mercy when 
God offers it, as to kill a man, which 
God bath forbidden. I ſay, Not as 
much : for 1 know there is odds in 
the degree. Therefore you (the 
Saints of God ) that have been thus 
peſtered, and thus poſſeſt to become 
your own enemies; remember (when 
your hearts begin thus to {lide away) 
ro take your hearts unto you, and 
not to five them the reins at ſuch 
deſperate concluſions againit God 
and Conſcience. Deal better with 
your ſoules,and fay, Good Lord, this 


| iS the proud unyeelding diftemper of 


this vile heart of mine. For, whar 
would I have? Is not Gods Word 
clear 
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clear in this point,and my conſcience 
ſatisfied ? Do not the Miniſters of 
God affirm my ftate to be good? and 
ſhall Ithus diſhonour God,and ſlight 
them ? Mo 

But what ſaith the poor ſoule' to. 
this * Muft Tear mine own words? 
Muſt I ſay and unſay 2 ſay I have 
Srace, when before I ſaid, I had 
none * 

Yes and bee thankfull too to God 
that you Way ſay ſo. Is it not b:t- : 
ter for zou to croſs your own fleſh, * 
then to croſs Gods Spirit? Take 
notice of this, & fear leaſt that proud 
and pettiſh ſoule of yours ( Which 
now refuſerh confolation when God 
offers it ) be forced to fare as a man 
that eats his owne fleſh, and ſo to 
come upon her knees for comfort, 
and get none to her dying day. For 
though God will ſave you at laſt, yet - 
(: ji. while) you ſhajl have an Hell 
upon Earth before this be. 

One would have thought ir -had 
been great humility in Peter to refuſe 
to ler Chriſt waſh his feet 3 but it 
was no ſuch matter. Indeed, nothing 
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| the onely way to cure ſuch a.diſtem-} 
| per as this. ) If Iwaſh thee mit, thew 


| ded; you may go down to Hell in the 


' mercy while God offers it, leſt hee 


a, EY ” > * &> ” 
ERA. You B92 oo. * «4 hn”. vn, LI PSS 19S; & Mb." _ . 
> er 5 L's, 072 COB th > os wet 5 8- 


-% 


* —_—————. 


dra\vn unto Chrift, - 93 


roundly for it ( which is indeed, 


haft no part in me. If you will needs 
have your owne way, and humour 


Joh. 13. 
your ſelfe, and willnot bee perſwa- | 


8, 9. 


minde. Peter might have pauſed ae 
here, and caken breath ; bur did not: 
his ftout ſtomach quickly came 
downe, and hee preſently ſaid, Then; 
Lord, nit oyely my feet, but my hanuas, 
and head ; and all. It is the humility of 
2 £00d heart, to take what God of- 
fers. Moſt Chriftians think they are Ji 
humble hearted, when yet they are ſo 4 
far proud, asto give way to this ſul- F 
len diſpoſition. Therefore labour to 
over-maſter this overſoaring heart 
of thine, with the authority of the 
Word of God and be ſure to receive 


drawin. and take away the comfort 
of his ſpiric from thee, and make 
thee go howling and roaring to thy 
grave, Though hee bring thee to hea- 
ven inthe end ; yet thou mayft have 

an 


8 
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an uncomfortable Hell before thou | 
comeſt thither. | 
Rule 4 So for the third Rule, the laſt fol- | 
MCA lowerh. The laſt Rule is this: 
Maintaine the good work which thy 
heart hath ſubmitted unto, and keep 
it as the beſt thing in thy houſe, and } 
( of treaſure ) the beit under heaven 
And then, when thou haſt by it ob- 
tained certain evidence that chyeſtare 
is g0ed ; hear nothing again it, but 
ſtick faſt to it, as to thy life. Regard 
nothing:( what i is not in the ;:Word) 
to the contrary of that evidence of 
thy ſalvation that I meane, which 
han haſt been perſwaded of by the. 
Word of truth. And here, if Satan 
or carnall reaſon have any thing to 
ſay againſt thee, let them bring Scri- 
pture, and then yeeld to it in the true 
{ſenſe ; but without the word heare 
nothiog. Look as it is with a man 
that is at Law for Lands; if he have 
bis adverſary on the hip, and have 
Sotten ſome advantage apainſt him, 
he wil! keep him there, and hold him 
to the point. So do thou in a better 
caſe, For, if a man will follow e- 
very 
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dravyn unto Chriſt, 


very wrangling Lawyer at every im. 
pertinent quiller or out-leap hee muſt 
never look for an end of lawing : and 
it is the faſhion of many Atturneys, 
rather to breed quarre]ls, then to kill 
them in the conception. So in this 
caſe, hee that will quarrell where he 
may reſolve, ſhall never have done. 
And therefore hold to the maine 
point. Deal with Satan as with a 
ſubtil adverſary that is full of wiles 
and fetches, Ir is the cunning of 
the enemy to lead you aſide: and he 
will have many vagaries ( if you be 
in agood Way) to bring you out-: 
But bee fure to hold to thar truth 


Ewhich you have received from the 


evidence of the Word and the wit- 
neſs of conſcience. When a man hath 
ootten ſome comfort, then the Dzyil 
degins tO play the Lawyer in this or 
he like Manner. 


How the ſoul: being tempted may a»- 
| ſwer Satans accuſations, 


Dolt thou not ſee how vieak and 
boore thou art ? how deflicute of all S4ten, 
E FR 
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ſaving grace, and how contrary thou 
walkelt to God ? 


It is true ( faith the ſoule ) yet it is 
wy, 3s true that he that confefſeth and 
v PONe0e forſaketh his ſin (hall have mercy. 
Satay.) But / faith the Devill ) doſt thou 
| not ſee that thou art full of pride and 
weakneſle, and ſecretly unwilling to 
come to duties ? 


| Ir is true ( ſaith the ſoule ) TI am 

SIRer. ſo,yet I hate and defice to forſake this 
way, and therefore ſhall find mercy ; 
the word faith ſo. 

Satan. But ( ſaith the devil ) are you of 
Gods counſel ? ſecret things belong | 
to God, | 

\ Sinner,  Indeed(faith the ſoul )I know not 
what Gods ſceret will is; yet that 
know, that the word faith ; which 1s, 
He hath ns pleaſure inthe death of al 
fonner, Hut invites ſuch dayly to come 
unto him. 

Satan. But (faith the Devill (many coze 
theinſelve;: mercy is as a black 
Swan, arate bird, and few obcain 

its 
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drawn unto Chri/?, 
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SORES 


ie : and why (then) may not you bee 


cozened as well as well as others ? 


But (faith the ſoule) the Lord will 


not cozen me, and the Lord knowes 
my heart ; and the word knows what 
the Lord knows. 

But (faith the Devil ) may not you 
be deceived in the letter of the worc? 
the word is true indeed ; but how 
know you that you rightly apply ir, 


and that the wordand your heart ſute 


together ? 

Why(ſaith the ſou!) I defire as ear- 
neſtly to have my ſinne purged, as1 
doe to have it pardoned. I know 
my heart by the word, and to the 
word I repaire; ard the Lord 
Knowes that I hate all ſinne inward- 


ly, and reforme it outwardly, to my 


weake power ; andtherefore I know 
I ſhall finde mercy, Shew mee 2 
place of Scripture that ſaith I doe 
not rightly apply the word, and I 
believe it; bur I will not belecve 
thee ; for thou art as thou waſt from 
the beginning, a lyer. Thus hold to 
the word, and the Devill will bee 
tired, weary and leave thee;keep you 
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here, for if he catch you a wandring 
afcer ſenſe and feeling you are gone, 
The Prophet faith : 7how through 
thy Commandements haFt made mee 
wiſer then mine exemies , for they are 
ever wirh me. Sathan is wiſ: by long 
experience ; :and the fleſh, and 
carnall reaſon, and the world are 
wiſe t00: but bleſſed be our God that 
makes every poore ignorant fervant 
of his, wiſer then all theſe, But 
how ? the word muſt ever be in your | 
hands, and the meditation of it in / 
your hearts - it mult be alwayes with 
you ; and you muſt keep it with you | 
dayly - for that will make you 1.ot. | 
ro know onely what is amiſs, but | 
ro get ground agzinſt corruption, | 
and whatſoever elie may hinder your | 
peace with God and with your 
telves, þ 
Satan deales in this caſe with the | 
ſoule, as the enemie in warre when | 
joſhua defeated the men of A4:, hee 
got them our of the Cities; and thenf 
they that lay in an buſh went andf 
took it, ond burnt ic with fire. So 
the Devill doth ; Our Cattle or City: 
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tawer; unto Chrift 


is the is the Promiſes, the Word and Ordi. 
nances. of God: Now if the De- 
vill can but get you out of this Ca- 
{tle, hee bath you where hee would : 
if you will looke after every bird 


of carnall reaſon and temptation 
car) get you from ths {ure Hold of the 


ſnare of unbeliefe, and ſo prevyaile a- 
Sainit you, 

Little chilirea , if ye abide in Gods 
Commanaements, ye abiae in God, faith 


the Apoſile, As if he had faid, Chil- 


dren, your enemies are many, ray: 


bur | great, and canning, therefore keepe 
home, and within the walls of your 
ſare hope, and then you are well, 


ny... 
—_— 
= 
== 
LS Ws 


. 
= c 

” q - 4 TA #(® " gy - _ 

; I wy 6 YE'+ "<. 2. I + Wz ., ts F: 4528, * 
1 NE WE ER 360 * SIA bat rae be ns 4 TI ONE EE - - IR OD Eo SAR x 7; 
6 o 5 a6 ob oe WR —— 3, I 8 Pe 51 z a Lg [v * SD > "> - A 'Y FA £: 45 - * —_— % In _— 
voAAN a IS $a tf of * \p2 RR, 4s d > 

ol Toe : = 2 COW orgs RNS A n don £ a + I £8 


faſhion of parents, if their children 
h the & run abroad and catch a knock, to tel! 


when themchat they are wel] enough ſerv- 
| hee} ed; you might have kept home when 

j tha you had warning. So here, 

and Tide ilfve of the point is this : 

e. Sol Jvdge thy ſoul by theWord and look 

- Ciry} Y9Pon that ſacred Piece in the glaſſe of - 


is 


wm 


that flies, and liften after every word 
that comes, you are gone - If hee- 


promiſe, he will entargle you in bis - 


whatſoever weather is up, It is the. 
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it ſelfe : And here, let it bear witneſs 
for thee : and what the Word'of 
God dorh evidence to thee, that doe 
thou maintain, and teaxre nothing a- 
Gainlt if. This is the way to receive 


conſtant comfort, and the-way to go | 


on cheerfully in thy Chriſtian courſe. 
Let querrels, troubles, and tempta- 
tions cine, yet keepe thoſe within 
doores , anl1 reſt thy ſeife vp0n the 
ricres of that grace that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Then you may bee for ever 
coinforted, and go ſinging to heaven 


and merrily to your graves, though | 


v.04 meet with never ſo many tempta- 
(ons and oppeſitions, croſling yeur. 
Ways 


Now follow ſome means to obraine at. 
intereſt inthe Promiſes. 


Tt refieth that I.ſhew you ſome 
meanes whereby, a man may ſo im- 
prove his time , that at laſt hee may. 
obtaine this bleſſed eftate of being 
merry in the Lord. The meanes are 
tour. But before I degin with them, 


you muſt fickt know, that wee may. 
| uſe. 


A813 


ſome 
) 11-- 
may. 


being 
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s are. || 
hem, | 
> may. | 


uſe. 


{ himtheſlp. And here it is a good 
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ar aws unto Chrift, ION 
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Cn a 
uſe the meanes, and yet finde no 
meanes under heaven to do it, except 
God ftrike the firoke, You muſt 
therefore waite upon God, and the 
Spirit of God in the uſe of the means 
for this matter, by believing rightly to . 
your affarance, For,ſo the Text faith, 
To you it is given to believe; it muſt 
be given thetefore : and faith is the 
free pift of God. Itis God then that 
muſt doe it ; who yet wiil not doe it 
without us, being reaſonable men 
and women in the power of will- 
ing. Againe, the Lord affordsus 
means ; yet not to uſe them,and give 


ſaying; Let the Lord doe what-hee 
will, and let us dde what wee ſhould, 
Wee muſt not thinke when wee have 
the meanes,that we can pet faith pre- 
ſently : for, as Paul! ſaith, The ſame 
pIwer that raiſed Hp feſus from the EP. 142.2 
azad, muſt make us able tobelitve ; | 
or elſe all the Angels in heaven, and 
all the Miniſters on earth, and all 
help thst men and means can give us, 
' wi | doe us no good. Now the means 
are of divers kindes : as, hearing, 
E 4 and 
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102 The poor doubting Chritian 


and prazer, and Sacraments, which 
are the Conduits from which God 
communicates faith, But I let them Þ 
paſe, and faſten npon thoſe which are | 
needful for feeble Chriftians to the | 
bringing of them into this bleſſed e- 
ate of rightly believing. And theſe 
are ſuch as fojlow. 
Firſt, wee muſt, as much as in us 
1 lies, labour to pull away all thoſe 
4:44 carnall outward ſtayes that the ſoule 
leanesupon, ard all other like ſuc» 

" cours, and whatſoever contentment 
it is, Which a poor ſinner doth hetske 
himfſcife to 8s to his refvge, for relief | 
616 1:cipe; that when all theſe are ta» ' 
Ken irom 1s, we may be forced togo 
{or ſuccour thither, where right ſuc- | 
covris tobe had, It is athing na» 
tural tO us ail; even from our firlt Pa» 
rents; acelire to have the fiaffein | 
our ows hands,and to be able to ſup- 
ply our ſelves of all neceſſaries, with- | 

- Out being deholding te athers, or to 

any. 

Now tierefore the way to make | 
the ſoule leane upon Chriſt, is, to 
pluck away all thoſe. deceiving 


Props, 


hich 
God 
hem 
h are 
) the 
ed Cn 


heſe 


in us 
hoſe 
ſoule 
{Uc» 
ment 
etake 
relief | 
Cfts 


togo : 
F {trengehs, and rejying upon ſome - 
7 thing of our owrie; the-biſt way . 
| were to famiſh the heart by cutting | 
off al the meanes and comforts 
Y q *hecebyrhe {ime is ſuccoured , and 
A quiered ; tut not rightly in Chiriſt 
J For hen the ne Art 15 thus famiſhed, 
it will then ſeck cut ro a Saviour, and. 
Wtihere be, becaule there is no other 
thing or. meancs othirwiſe to hcipe. - 
FF 


| ſuc- 
3 Na» 
{{ Par 
fe in 
) ſup- 
with- 
Or tO 


make 
5, tO 


1ving 
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” have unto 1s Cn, 


| Props. The laſt thing wee : fly unto, 
1 is the promiſe; which if wee could 
{! finde good any where elſe_then in 
{: Chriſt, wee would never goto him 
i) forir. God heares laſt of us; and 
#7 therefore” here wee ſhould doe with 
# our ſclves, as the enemy doth with @ 
*; City bcfieped, when hee would make * 
; the Inhabitants, or thoſe that keepe - 
| it, to yeeld ; The way he takes 1s to 
famiſh them, to cut off all proviſion, 
1 and ſtop all v2 ſages, ſo as that none 
2 can come to relieve them : then 
: they preſently yeeld themſelves to 
7 the mercy of the Aſſailant: fo it is 


{ with our nature and fecing it is ſo 
that wee are ſtil] truſting to Out OWN 
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Mar. 5«. The poor woman in the Goſpell þ 
26, 27. had ſpent all her goods upon the F 
Phyſitians; and if fhee had had but | 
a- itele meanes lefr, yea, but ons | 
_ farthing token(for-any thing I know | 
or doth appeare.) ſhee would never | 
have gone to Chrift - But when all þ 
theſe failed, then (hee was forced to | 
ſeek to "Chriſt, that was. ready and | 
willing to doe that for her, = more | 
then ſhee deſired. Our ſoules muſt 
have ſomething to bear upon; and} 
they cannot ſubſiſt without ſome Un« 
der-props. Herenpon therefore, 
3'd when all our carnall hopes are taken 
31 from us, we {tay ( as we muſt needs) 
(BF upon the Promiſe, becauſe wee-have 
nothing.elſe to re{t upon. Yet it is 
not required ( though I thus ſpezk )] 
chat a man ſhould cait away all our-| 
0 | ward comforts. ſuch as. God affords| 
FO. - him for the-interim here; Oh no :| 
[oy bur onely this; . That (though hee] 
have. much this way ) yet that he Jas] 
kbour to get his heart'to fee 3nd 2c- 
*nawledge the inſufii.iency and..no- 
thingnefle of them all, t:}] hee W 
$92 ſuperlative comforts C firſt 
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bove all; and not to —_ inthem 
{ baving them ) as ſome doe, making 
them our whole contentment, and 
ſole reſt; For then they are but lying 
vanities, and broken ftaves, which wil 
not onely cozen us, but pierce us too, 
and that deeply. 

And now "Ws the ſeulſe ſeeth 
that that theſe cannot ſuccour it, 
but lay it in worſe caſe; a man will 
then be content to have his heart di- 
vorced from them. And here it is 
with the ſoule as it was with NNoahs 
Dove, when the Arke began to reit_ 
upon the mountaine of erarar. 
Noah then ſent out the Dove : bur 
the Dove four d no veſt for the ſole of 
her foot. No queition there were - 
many dead carcaies to ſettle upon ; 
but the Dove found no relt, till ſhes - 
care tO the Atk again. So when: a + 
man findes no reſt in any thing the - 
creature affords,and can per no foot-: 
ing for the ſoule there to itay it felfe 
upon ; then tt  berakes it ſeife to. 
Chriſt theArk, and goes home to 
the promiſe, and reſts there, and ex-- 
pets from. thence. - What 1s ne:dfull : 

[Or-:. 
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for it. As ( therefore ) in the Art of 
Swimming + bee that will ſwim ; 
mult pluck his feet from the bottom, 


to beare himup: ſo in this our pur- 


hcatts from theſe vain things below, 
_ and theſe from them ; 
- wee have honour and preferments , 


were feet, from them, and learn by 
QUr believing to commit our ſelves 
v/nolly to the power of the promiſe, 


2rminent abiding, 
\ Let notthe 


then, a: Honour, and Profir, and 
P{.aſures, deceive thee. Did the 


D&d the riches of the rich min in 


theſe gods ſecure them ? nay, have 


iſ 1Irtreiore Jer us rake our hearts off 
: from tl: = things, and ( in corpari- 
$290 thoſe of cur better life) have a 


T The Þ "gp is: Alte Chriſtian, 


and commit himſelfe to the Rreame 
poſe to heaver, wee muft draw ous 
and though 


yet wee muſt put no confidence in. 
them, bur pluck our ;affeRions, as it 


ard hence to receive comfort, and. 


gods of this world, 


J 11'e of Pharaobs hearr deliver him >. 


hell ſave him ? Did Herods applauſe 
that be had, do himany good ? Did 


tey nor lefr them in the lu ch? 


drawn unto (* 


{ baſe efteeme of them, and ſee ſo great 
a vanity, and emptineſs and inſuffi- 
| ciency in them all, that wee may bee 
{ forced to feeke to Chriſt, and ay as 
| David, Helpe, Lord ; for vain 3s the 
helps of man. Labour we further to 
ſee the privy prankes of our owne 
{ hearts, and to hunt our all choſe ma- 
Zes, and tnrnings and windings of our 
ſubtle ſouls : ſor here, it is wonderfull 
J to ſee how the ſoule is ready to hang 
her comforts upon every hedge, and 
J to ſhife and ſhark in every by-corner 
q for them. Now when thou ſeeft thy 
Jh-art thus ſeeking comfort in vain 
I helpes, call it from them, and them 
$ pluck away, and up by the roots, and 
I ſee the emptineſs of them : then will 
Itby heart bee fit and ready to make 
$ out to Chrift. And thus for the firſt 
a means. ED, 

{ Secondly, therefore when this is 
\ Cones there iS in ſome part, ſome way 
$ro2ce for the promiſe to come into 
Ithy foule; and therefore labour thou 
in the ſecond place, to have thy heart 
polſeſ[:d thorowly , and perſwaded 
ff:Qually of the ſuineſſe of thar 
00d 
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go0d which is in the promiſe, and 
of that ſatisfa&tory mercy and free. | 
neſſe of the grace that is in Chrilt, ; 
ſo that the ſoule may bee eſtabliſbed } 
withthat full content which is to be | 
had in the riches of the promiſe. But | 
mark what I ſay; Let us perſwade 
our hearts firſt; and not content our # 
ſelves that wee are able to diſpute 
ſomewhat fully of the excellency of 
the promiſe , and of thoſe riches in 
it, through the free grace of Godin 
Chriſt. For, what is it to purpoſe 
that the heart knowes this , and 
knowing it, to be fo fore-ftal*d, that 
it can never come to the promiſe ? 
Therefore leave not thy heart till ir 
come to value the promiſe by. that 
that the Word ſpeaketh of it in a 
true account. I ſay, Leave not thy 
heart, till thou ſee the promiſe of 
Srace moſt beautiful in thine eye, and 
that thy heart may get ſome earneſt 
touching the goodneſle of God, and 
the riches of his grace towards thee 
by the ſame, And here bring thy 
heart to know aid ſee, that the p:o 
miſe is better then all the riches.ard 
[:0- 
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: drawn uxt 


honours that thou canft have, or the 
world can beſtow - for ſo wee read, 
T hey that know thee, will trnSt 1uPſal, g; 
thee ; for trou Lord haſt never failed x0, 
them that ſeek rhee. 1f - thou knows» 
eſt, and wilt believe this, this kinde 
of knowledge and perſwafion can- 
not bur breed confidence and refolu- 
tion, and ( conſequently ) quiet the 
heart. We dare truſt a friend whoſe 
faichfulneſſe we have tryed; and wee 
reſt upon that which wee know by 
the ſure card of experience. The 
promiſes of God are ( all ofthem ) 
as true as Goſpell. Seek from one 
end of the heaven to the other ; turn 
all the Bible over, and ſee if ever any 
man leaned on the promiſe, and the 
Lord did not performe what hee had. 
promiſed for the good of his ſoule. | 
Excipt the Lord had b-en- my delight. 
I ſhould have periſhed in my troubles, Pal: "9" 
( faith David, ) My fleſh failet®, and Po = 
my heart aiſo,but thiu art the ſIrength P1.73.36 1 
of my heart, ani my portion for ever, _ 
Burt here hes a great matter , a work 
of marveilous difgculty 2nd preat 
ieceility ; und therefore, that thy 
| heart 
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heart may ſit down ſatisfied with the 
ſufficiency of the promiſe, I will 
propound three rules how the pro». 
miſe may bee improved and conduce 
ro thy ſingular benefit here and here- 
after. 
Ryle 1, For thefirſt of theſe Rules : La- 
How t, bour dayly to preſent thy ſoule a 
improve greater good in the promiſe, then 
the promi- ;hou canſt ſee any where eife. It is a 
| Vi ſes = our ans skill, ( and it ſhould be his en- 
11. Sf = deavour)daily to dog his heart, and It! 
=. ro looke what it is that the hearrde- In 
7% fires moſt ; and accordingly to pre- Iſt! 
il ſent the greateſt good unto it. And FWte 
what may that bee ? even that which 
hath more of contentment in it,then - 
Eny thing elſe in the world. And 
here, wee ſhould deale with our. 
nearts, as a man will with a corrupt 
Juſtice , when hee would have him 
ro bee on bis ſide: there, the onely 
way is to bribe him- but thongh-- 
this be tinfull in this cafe, yer it is 
F00d to bribe ( as it were ) the cor- 
rupt heart with the go0Gniis of the 
promiſe; thar fo che heart may 
CIeavetoit, and long aftgr it, Do bo- 
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draws unto Chriſt, 
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& nours , or riches, or the. applanſe of 
© men, or any earthly pleaſures offer 


thee content and ſatisfaRion ? then 
perſwade thy heart there is a greater 


S worth in the promiſe, then can bee 


had in all them. For here is a ex- 
ceeding weight of glory : and he that 


J hath it ſhall bee made a King, and 


(hall have_ that glory that will zever 


fade. Further; doth thy heart 


hanker after earthly joy and mirth ? 
thou (halt finde more joy in the pro- 
miſe, then in the cracking of theſe 
thoraes. Doth thy heart hanker af- 
terriches? tell thy heart char there 
are unſearchable riches in ChriF, and 
that through him, we have ticle tO all 
the promiſes of this life, and a ber- 
ter, Wee know that hee that offers 
moſt for the bargaine hath it : there- 
fore wee (hould obſerve the goings 
out of our hearts, and what offcrs 
are made to give them the beſt con- 
tent, and with ſuch to preſent them. 
This the promiſe doth; and this 
with a greater good in God, then 
in all things in the world beſide. . 
Therefore z40h the height and _e | 
F-14 
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and length, an { breadth of the love of 7 


Chrift, Wh'ch paſſeth knowl: age | 
The confideration of fo: much, 
ſhould not onely worke a longing af- 
ter Chrift, ,and the promiſe ; but fill 
our faces with (hame and confuſion, 


that ever wee ſhould ſet ſo light by 
ſuch riches of mercy, and waike uwn- 4% 


worthy of ſo great ſalvation. Could 
we comprehend the unmeaſurable di- 
menſions of Gods love and good- 
poſſe revealed in his word + Oh how 
would our hearts bee enflamed to- 
wards him? When the ſinner 
thinkes thus with himfſelfe ; I that 
have done all that I could againſt ſo 
00d a God, that my heart «ven 
bleeds to thinke of it, there was no 
name under heaven that I tore in 


pieces more, or ſo much 8s Gods, 


name ; his Words, and /ife,and hrart- 
blood I baverent and torn a thouſand 
times. Nay, there was no command 
in the world that my ſoule ſo much 
deſpiſed, as the command of the 


Lord Jeſus. There was no ſpirit that | 


ever ſpake to me, which I ſo much 
relied as the Spirit of the Almighty. 
” "+ 
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draws unto Chriſt, 


JOh how many* ſweet motions hath 


Nat 
ich 
ty. 
Dh 


the Lord let into my ſoule,thereby to 
force mes from my coutſes fo baſe, 
and practiſes ſo ſinfull ? By how ma- 
ny mercies hath. hee allured me ; by 
how many gracious promiſes hath 
hee invited mee ; by how much of his 


geoodneſs provoked me to forſike my 


{iones, and to turn unto him ? But I 
have flown 1n the face_Of his tne 
fters, and bleſſed ſpirit , and rejeR&ed 
all rearmes of reconciliation. If I 
had lien in a dungeon, and beene pla» 
gued with torments all my life cirne; 
yea,though I could have had another 
world full of miſery to live in,I ſhould 
count it infinite mercy, ſo the Lord 
would paſſe by my ſinful miſcariages, 
and pardon theſe inward inſurrei- 

ons. | 
But that God ſhould ſend his dear- 
eſt S012 ro love me, and that ſoin- 
comparably and ſo unconceiva bly, as 
that could not poſſibly hate him (o 
much, as hee loved and affeRted me; 
that I could not ſo exceed in unkind» 
neſſe towards him, a5 he hath exceed- 
ed in tender kindneſſe towards me ; 
What 
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* What aloveis this ? What, unkind- on 
neſle for ſo great alove ? Were tt, 
not righteous with God, never to 


ſpeak comfort more to my ſoul, that 
have ſo lightly eſteemed his promiſe, 
and ſweet word of comfort ? Had it p 
not been juſt with him now to fit at | P 
the catch, and to take all thi ( a5 he & b 
well might j for an advantage :gaioſt 


me ? Was it not juſt that I, which lt-_ b 
ved in fiane. ſhould have periſhedin | _ 
my finnes ? and as jult that I who JF | 


have ſo. much lov:d corruption , 4 
ſhould have reaped the bi ter fruit of } , 
it, long ere this ? But thar the Lord || x 
ſhould finde an enerny, and not flay . 
him ; nay, that he ſhould givehis be- J| , 
loved Sonne ou: of his owne boſome || , 
to ſave. him; is a love notto be ex- || , 
preſſed. Oh the height of this mer- || | 
cy beyond all defire or thought ! On I} 
the breadch of this mercy , a breadth 

without any bounds ! Oh the /engh 


of this mercy, a length beyond all 
times! Oh the depth of this mer- 


cy, a profundity beyondall expreſli- | 
ON Ly , 


Labour here ( therefore ) to have - 
ace 
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_ Mr _ dra\vn unto Chris, w_ I15 . 
y' , acceſſe to the promiſe, and to bring & 
et thy ſoule unto it. Here, ſpeak a good 
BY word for it and ſay ; Stand off pro- 
fa I Pts, and pleaſures, and preferments : 


» f room ſor the Lord Jeſus Chrift. Thus 
ſpeak, and fer a peerleſle moſt excel- 
he & lent price upon the profniſe - and 
ſt | Þe© ſure of this ( for it is a ſure Rule) 
; whatſoever the ſoule doth account ay 
'" | beft, tharit will chuſe, and leave all 
ko others for it. Therefore if the ſoul 
9 Þ' could once out-bid the World, and 
out:ſhoot the Devil in his own bow, 
by and put by all thoſe things which che 
*2 - | Devill caſts as rubbes in its way of 
7 | coming to the promiſe ; this lebour 


© | would bcea work of great gain, and 
1 JF uſherin the p-omiſe it ſeife. For ex- 
X }' ampleas thus, when thou ſeeſt thy 
'” | hesrt look after friends; les thoſe 
- friends uſher the way to think on 


the infinite love and favour of God 
in Chriſt, that friend, as he calls him- 
il | felfe - and when thy heart would 
F- | hunt afcer wealth, Jet this uiher 
i- T a way to the promiſe, and fay, If 


the heart i:nde fuch content in riches, 


* - | what hall it ficde io the riches of 
; Gods 
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Gods grace in Chrilt ! And thus pre. | * 
ſent a ka good from the promiſe | 
then any, from any thing elſe; and. ( 
thou dealeſt ſafely and well for thy I 
ſelfe. This for the firſt Rule. 5 
2. The ſecond Ruleiis; Labour to '7 
bring thy'heart to this. That all the } 


things in the world without the | t 
promiſe are nothing : and that if { 
chou hadf all that the earth can af- || © 
ford,and not it,thon hadft gotten but 1 


the winde, or that which will. ra- 
| ther be a curſe unto thee then a bleſ- || © 
| 79 ſing : For, Faith is the ſubſtance of . 
ii _— things keped for. It gives a kinde of . 
W Heb, 11. 1, being or ſubſiſtence to all. So that 
there is no ſubſiftence in honour or 

riches, if they ſubſiſt not by Faith ; 
| and without faith they are clogges 
and ſnares to us, no helpers ; except. 

faith give them their denomination 

and ableſling therewith , they are 

poore and empty things. Our. pray- 

ers , if they want faith in the 'pro- 

miſe ;. are prayers of no ſubſtance ; 

32 words, and nothing elſe. On the 
"%Y other ſide,the moſt broken and chat» 
£ tering prayers of a poor ſoule. when 
s 


ED wy 


UW, Ot wma. PP 


- 


x f : ; ; v4 F.5.0 Lk bal i 
Fee 12 4; TE ED - - n k 7 © *# , > . K &-4\ j 
TY 5 >” Town 4 f 7 OR " % $FY. is |. firs o £ dS i B Ws *-P q »* 1 
by. o_ Why? ITS. -,- C.-L "2 i 0 NA Eo KT”, SF abs ©, FOOTE Ts IK 5 £ 

Ms =» FR IF -" 8 -”- toe #1 Is re xg. 
oh v Bo * 3. 27 6 -"Þ. +.» SL Nah Bo of OIL '*. 

hen 2 ej &7\ 5 , Fn ck 

Y ' « 
\ - 


"hen huts) 
TY 4% d 23 


ke 3's Fr 
__ 6 PT 


to Chit, 


| a poore creature can ſcarce utter five 
# words with any ſenſe; yet theſe 
( how weake ſoever ) mingled with 
Faith, are a very powerfull prayer. 
So all your hearing, and my preach- 
to | ing hangs vpon Faith ; otherwiſe 
he J hey are but toſt labour, wanting that = 
he 4 that gives a kinde of being to what- Wo 
 ;e | ſoever I ſdeak, or you hear. This for ; 
ae || the ſecond Rule. 


dra\vn tn 


at- : 
nd The third Rule in.this ſecond of 3, FR 
"a. © £0E MEAnes, 1s this : Labour to ac- no 


of. | quaint thy heart with that good, 
of which the promiſe promiſeth: and 
this, before carnall reaſon comes and 


Lo poſſeſſes thy heart. Remember here 
or || *Þat the promiſe is moſt ſure,and will 
k . | come when it (hall bee moſt ſeaſona- 
hl | ble, and beſt for thee, and when God 


oe  1ees it molt fir; for then, we (hall moſt oo 
Pf certainly have it. Ler ws therefore come 
bolaly to the throne of grace, that wee Heb. 4. 16 
vo | 27 Teceive comfort and mercy in time 
'Y" | of »ced. Nor when.we ſee it fit, but 


0” | when God ſees it fit and proficable. 
h J But this is which carries away many. 


Ypmerimes they are a little affected 
with the excellency of the riches of : 
Gods 
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comfort from the promiſe, and from 


OT _ | | 2 nm——_ 
Gods grace in Chriſt, and ſeeing 
what great things the Lord hath 
done for their ſoule, they ſay; Oh 
that I were ſuch a one; and oh that 

I migbe die che death of the: righte- 
ous | But when it comes ſo to paſlz 
that they have not what preſently 
they expect, then they calt away 
their hope ; and then the good pro- 
miſe of COD being out of re-. 
queſt , the Devill preſently ſteppes in 
and wonderiully prevailes with: 
them They ſay with the Prophet, * 
when the fig-tree ſhal not bloſſomegnes-. 
ther ſhal the ſrus' be en the Vines;When | 
the laboar of the Olive fhall faile and | 
yeela ne fruit, then will Trejoyce in the | 
Lord, and joy in the God of my ſalva-. 
t103.s But where no bloſſoms are, 
nor fruits appeare, there all joy goes | 
to gronnd, We doe not conſider that 


the Lord Jeſus, is then moſt ſeaſon- 
able, when wee have moſt need, and 
( conſequently ) may receive moſt 
good by it : for then may we be ſure. 
to have the promiſe ſo to ſurpriſe 
our heart, that it ſhall bee poſleſſc 
| and 
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drawn unto Chriff, 


and made happy with the All-ſuffici- 


ency of God. But we go not lo farre. 


| This for the ſecond rule. 


In the third place, look for all 
the good which thou needeft and 
cant deſire from that ſufficiency 
which is in the promiſe ; and do not 
think of thy ſelfe to adde any g00d 
unto it, but £0 to it for all thy good : 
For, there are all the cords of mercy 
that muſt draw thee; and there is 
that All-ſufficiency that can ſupply 
thee, and therefore look for all from 
thence, but think to bring nothing 


- thither ; nothing (I ſay) that can be 


w_. _ ati _— 


of power to enable thee to a power 
of believing. 
And here, it is a weak Plea for a 


" man to ſay, I dare not look t» the 


promiſe, I cannot believe it; for if 
I could ( and oh that Icculd ) then 
I might expect ſome good fruit from 
it; 

_ To anſwer this, Thou ſhalt ne- 
ver believe. upon.theſe termes; for, 
thou muſt not firſt bave faith, and 
then go to the promiſe, bu: muſt 
firt-go to the FROM for DT Fne 

| : 


Ateaxt "* 


04j-2. 


An{xer. 


The poor « donbring 4 rife 
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of that faith ; from it thos muſt re. res 
ceive power ”Y |beiteve. And there- 
P{4.119 fore ſay with the Prophet, O Lord, 
49 remember thy word 10 thy ſervant 
wherein thou haſt cauſed me to truſt, 
W hen men are enlarged in love to 
man, and make fair weath-r 0! pro- Þ 
miſes unto him ; this periwades him | 
to tiuft unto them, and to rely upon. 
them for good to come,th:refore.he 
Ffairh, 1 durſt never fo much 2s bave 
thought of it, much lefſe expeRed it, 

if you had not promiſed fo much. 
Ard tven (0 here, the promiſe of 
God ( made :o the ſou! ) makes the. 
ſoule ro r«{t vpon what is promis - 

ſed, 

To expect faith without a pro- 
miſe, is as it a man ſhould expe a 
crop 0f Corn without iced ; fo: the 
proiniſe is the immortall ſeed of 
Gods Word , whereby the Spirit 
breeds this fith in th hearts of all 
Job. $.2 that are his. So Chriit, The honre 
__— eomming* and noW is, les the dead 
tbe!l heare the voice of the Soune of 
G:d, and inty trat heare it, ſpall liu®% 
It 15 ſpoken of raiſing of a dead-man 
frem 


Fg | 
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from rhe grave of ſin. F:rit, chere.i; 
the voyce of Chrift to the ſoul, before 
there can bee an Eccho again of that 
ſoule to Chrift ; and ſo the pewer of 
the promiſe mutt firſt come to the 
foule , and wee muſt firf heare the 
voice of God in the proiniſe , before 
wee can return an Eccho back apin 
to the Lord: The Lord muſt ſay, 
Come to me, before the ſoul can fay, 
Tcome ;Lord. Therefore when thu 
ſeelt much deadneſſe,and dead unfic- 
peſle of heart in cheeto the Promiſe, 
doe not thou chen teave, and give off, 
ard fay, Thus I am, and fo it is with 
me, 22d ſo an end; bur go to the pro- 
miſe and ſay, Wharſoever frailties I 
fiad in my ſelfe, yet I will loox to the 
Lord, and t9 his promiſe; torif 1 
want faith,the promiſe moſt ſertte me, 
and I muſt not bring faich tothe pro- 
rile, but receive faith from it to be- 
lieve ; and therefore 1 will wait upon 
God till he pleaie to work it. Thus 
for the third Rule. 
And now 1n the laſt place, and 


£quall condition of the promiſe, not 
F 2 making 
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, making more conditions there then 
God hath made. Now the promiſe 
requires no more of a man, but that 
hee come and lay hold on mercy ; 
therefore doe thou require no more. 


There is enough in the promiſe to 
doe thee good ; therefore doe thou - 
expe& all good from it, and bee 
cor.tent thewe to take of God 
whatſoever hee hath therein offered 
to thy Faith. Buy Withont moxey, 
faith the Prophet - This i: the con- 
dition that God offers mercy upon ; 
buy Wine ard M:ik, that is, Grace 
and Salvation without Money,that is, 
withour any iufficiency of your own. 
If a man ſhould go runnicg upand 
down to borrow money before hee 
comes to buy, hee may farmiſh before 
hee can come: So the Lord offering 
Chriſtz mercy and Salvation” without 
our coft, and ſaying, Come take it 
without money; and yet wee will 
runne up and down to borrow money 
of our prayers and other dxries; alſo, 
and from our prayer againſt corrupti-. 
0x, we may be ftarved Spiritua)ly be- 
fore wee can buy at that hand.If we 
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draws unto Chrift. 


SO this way to work, we may quick- 
ly loſe our labour; and our ſelves. 
And therefore make Gods -commo- 
dities no dearer then God himſelfe 
m3kes them. Many a poor ſoul not 
remembring this, is kept from com- 
ing to the promiſe - For, Oh, ſaith 
one; If I were able to maſt:r my 
ſins and diſtempers as ſuch a one can 
do, then I might with boldneſſe be- 
lieve, But this is to bring money - 
but are thou not content to have 
Chrift of free coſt, ſo as he may have 
thee, and rule in thee, and ſupply 
what is wanting to thee, and open 
thy ſores, and heal thy corruptions? 
Then why goeſt thou not to the pro- 
miſe with an. empty heare, thar the 
Lord may ſupply thee, and maſter all 
thy riſings, and make thee a clean 
heart ? But that muſt come after- 
wards, as the Lord ſaith ; hen [ paſ- 


ſed by thee, and ſaw thee in thy bloo4, 


and behold the rime waz as the time 
of love, aud I ſpread my shirt over 
thee,and covered thy nakedreſſe; yea T 
entred into a Covenant with thee, and 
thon becan' ſi mine (chat is, thou waſt 
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in all thy raggs') rhe 1 wafoed thee 


with water, yea, Tthrovch'y waſhed + 


away thy blo»d from thee, aud axoyn'ed 
thee with oul, I cloathea thee alſo with 
brojdered worke. Here we ſee, that 
Chrif firſt marrieth the Church te 
himſelfe, and then pive grace, and 
paſteth over his eftate to his Spouſe - 
And now, were it cot a wonderfnll 
sreat folly if ;0me great King ſhould 
make love to a poor Milk-m:aid, and 


ſhe fhould pur it off, and refuſe the 


mach tel] ſhe were a QUE E n, 
wicre if ſhe will match with the 
King, Me may be fureto be made a 


Queen preſently. But this comes. 


after, and not before the mariage. 
$9 we muſt not look for ſanRificati- 


on the firſt day, nor till we come to 


the Lord in our Chriſtian Vocation. 


For this is all the Lord r«quires of 


vs, namely, to ſee our ſinnes, to be 
weary of them, to be content that 
the Lord Jeſus (hall reveal unto us 
what is amiſs, and fea] a pardon for 


it, and takeit away; and (further) 
gve us IMS grace to take down the 


old 
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” old building, ,and to ſer up a new one 


in us after his image : For then the 
Lord will bring us ro himſelfe ; and 
into the wedding-chamber ; and then 
through is great mercy, all our cor- 
roption ſhall fail to the ground. An4 
wien the Lord hath brought thy un + 
faith full heave to believe; then [2- 
 bour to husband this grace weil, and 
to improve it for thy beſt good, and 
live by it: Itis a marvellous preac 
ſhim to ſee thoſe that are born to 
fair meanes, I meane che poor S1in:s 
_ of God that have a right and title to 
grace and Chriit, yer live at fach an 
under rate : I would have thee live 
above the world, thovgh thou haſt 
not a coat to) cover thee, nor a houſe 
to pat thy head in; yet 1f thou haſt 
faith, thou art a rich man : therefore 
hu;band thy eſtice well, It's a ſhame 
to ſee ſome live, and husband not 
that effate they have; they live asf 
they had it not, fo full of want, 
fall of care, ſo full of pride, fo weak, 
and unable to mafter their fines, 
whereas the Taule is nor in rhe pore 
er of faith, nor the promiſe, nor in 
F'4 the 
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the Lord ; for God doth not grudge 
his people of comfort , but would 
have his people live cheerfully and 
have ſtrong conſultatioas and mighty 
aſſurances of his love : ard therefore. 
the Text ſaith, Rejoce in the L114 al- 
wayes,and again, I ſay, riyoyces. And 
ſo, Hcb. 6.18. God hath ſworn that by ſ 
i; wo immutable things, Wherein its 1m ; 
p« ſible ſor God to lie, we mizht have || | 
ftrong conſo!rtions : Nay , the Lord 
rejoyceth in the proſperity of his 
{rvants, and therefore ,hath richly 
provided for you, that you may re- 
zjoyce ; andin not ſo doing, wee of- 
fer a great deal of wrong to the Lord 
ard his pramiſes, and bring an ill re- 
port upon that grace and mercy -of 
his: And wee hereby alſo open the 
mouthes of the wicked , and make 
them ſay, Oh, theſe preciſe people \ 
raik of quiet and contentment, and i 
joy in the holy Ghoſt! There is great 
talking of theſe things, but we could | 
never ſet it yet.O brethren,its a great 
: {hame ; arethe riches and revenues 
| of faith ſo prear, that a Chriſtian 
may live like a man all his dayes ?- 
Let 


U 


ge j Let all the Drunkards and malicious 


a? Y NEPIOS 


Lcd 


draws #x#t0 C hiſt. 127 


wretches againſt God, I: vgh and bee 
merry ; yet they cannot ire one of 
thoſe dayes that a pcore Saint can; 
yea though he lay in priſon al! his life 
long, Mat. 17. 20. If amay had but 
faith as a grainof Muſtard ſeed,a'd 4 
ſhall jay to this Mountain, Go hence, : 
in ſhall be one. Whether this be ſpo- 
ken of jaſlifyins faith or ono, I will 
rot now diipme ; bur this 1 am fure 4 
of, Reſt the Pewil, avd hee will fie T 
from you ; ard you may trample un- 3 
der all yur lofts and cortoprtons : 
This is the life of faich, ard this life 
were my live, this 'te we ought to 
live. If a Traceſran have 4 faire 
ſtock and quick returnes, if hee goes 
downe the winge, + and begin to dee 
Cine ard decay ; every man will ſay, 
He wasleft marvellous wel, but et- 
ther hee knew not how to uſe if, 
wanting skills orelſe attended nor 
on it, waritinp care: Another man 
would bave lived bravely upon haife®- 
of that meancs which hee had : *$0: + 
there is never a poor Chrifttan, which , 
trades in a Chriltian courſe, bache  _ 
F 5 bath - J 
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hath afaire Eftate, and may live. 
lize a Man. One promiſe is enough 
to make a man live comfortably all 
tis dayes , thongh hee were in never 
ſo much want : But if hee be cat be- 
hinde hand, and goes downe the 
winde with comfort and joy ; and 
[inkes becauſe of his pride, and di- 
itempers, and vexation : - the faulc 
is not in the eftate, for the Lord left 
him very well; he had a childs por- 
rion, had he had an heart to feare 
God and fove him ; as David faith, 
Oh be mereifull unro me, as thi nſeſt 
39 do? unto theſe that lave aud fear thy 
N are * : The fault was rot in the 
promiſe, that they could nor, nor in 
his faith that it wouid not (help bim : 
bur hee ler the promiſes lie by ; they 
£2me into the table. bur he never caft 
tnem vp, nor husbanded them aripkt: 
Hehad a world of conſoiations, that 
woBid have given a man hberty in 
Drifon, honour in ſhame and dif* 
FFace, and comtort in time of cif- 
Rrefs ; but he did not busband them 
an | therefore he 2dviſed CO GO As ws 
zadetna doth ; hee will not ſpend 
of 
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ive- þ of his tock, but live of his trading. or 
16h | I would have every Chriliian live of 

all 8 his faith. Whatever ſtreigth thou 
ver needeſt, fetch it from grace in Chriſt; 
be- | and whatever comfort thou wanteſt, 
the ferch it from Chrift;bur live by faith, 
nd | and makea good living of it t00; and 
di-  thenthou haſt improved the promiſe 
uſe | arighc: bring but an empty belee- 
eft | ving heart wich thee, and the oyl 
"2r- | will never fail, and the mea] in the 
re Barrel will never deczy, but continu- 
th, ally ſupply thee as it did that poore 
[+ widow. 4 
hy Obj &. Bat how ſhall a man bee ,4 
te | trained, that he get this skil of living = 
in by faith * Every mano hath his ſhifes 

and tricks, and lives by his owr de- 
y vices; and the Devil-hach enough of 
F them in the worid that live chis life, ; 

; | buc the beſt lite of all is little look'd 
t afe'? 
m_ Now for an anſwer, know thus 
co | much; That there are three particu 
: - 3 Jars ſor the rrairimg up the heart to. 


err this kill of living by faith. 

. E:Þ rſt, wee muſt labour to get. 
F matter for our faith to work upon. 
_s 


2. We. 
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ern tint 76 _ 
| 2.We muſt ſabour to fie faith for the 
work. 
3. Wee muſt labour to order our 
faith aright in the work. 
F.;r{t, wee muſt provide matter for 
ONc faith to work upon - For this wee 
ſce ordinarily, if a Workman want 
matter to work upon, either a Car- 
petiter or the likc, he muſt needs ceaſe 
his work, and kee -2n go no further, 
Ardifa mans work fails, how can he 
provice for his famiiy ? This 1s the 
complaint of poor people now «days, 
tar they have no work ; ſoit isin a 


Chriſtians courſe;many poor Chriſti- | 
ans that are newly ſet up, and are not | 
aforchand in the World, they want | 
even matter for their faith, -I meane, | 


ſome are Ignorant and cannot read, 


il - and ſom have not means of a preache - 
+; J'S in2 Miriſtry;: others have but ſmall 


parts and cannot heare, and little doe 
they retain of what tley do hear. The 
promifes of God not underſtood, nor 
remembred,nor riphtly applyed, they 
live marvellouſly poor, when they 
mg:t lvevery comfortably-in the 
VW.o7:d. 

Now 
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Now the matter of our faith, is 
the whole Word of God; as it is 
with the Bee in gathering honey : as 
the Spider gathers poyſon out of eve» 
ry flower; ſothe Bee sgathers ho- 
ney out of the ſame flower, and out 
of the (weeteft flower ſhee ſucks the 
moſt honey. Oh the Word of God, 
how full of ſweer flowers is it ! 
There is the ſharpeſt cerrors, and the 
ſearfulleſt p.agues too : A -gracious 
hearc will gather ſ(weetneſſe out of 
both theſe. But above all, the ſweet 
of the promiſes of the Goſpe!l, the 
ſap and ſweet therein and the Blood 
of the Lord Jeſas Chrilt chat is com» 
municatec thereby, Ob the faithful 
ſoule ſucks moſt-there. Now that 
wee May provide matter for our 
faich, obſerve theſe rules, which are 
commonly obſerved in all. proviſt- 
ons. | 
Firſt, They provide and lay in, in 
ſeaſon, timely, as ſoon as they can : 
this is the prattice of him thar 
would husband his eftate wiſely; bis 
care is tobuy at the beſt hand - So 
I would have. a good Chiiitian to 


ſtore. 
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ſtore up all the promiſes of God, in 
all the good Word of Gods ſeaion- 
able; I mean when all thy parts and 
abilities are ſtrong, and nature is 4 dle 
to fight it out; and while the faire 
day of Gods favour lafterh, and »hile 
the Word & Sacraments are diſpen- 
ſed ; this is the beſt time to lay in Spi- | 
ritual proviſions, that wee may not 
want them,when we have uſe of them 
It is a marveilons Rtrange and prepo- 
'terous courſe, when a man is weak, 
his«eyes dimme, and his heart ;n1 
ftrenghth ſailerb, and even ready to 
ive up the ehoft then to lay in grace 
and proviſion of mercy * and then 
for him who hath hazed che Mini- 
ters,and loathed the means of prace, 
and abuſed the patience and long (uf. 
fering of God: Ohq then to 9M zl 
Minifter come to him, and haue a 
promiſe in the day of p: rlecution; 
then for a man to bethink himſeife of 
the promiſe and comforts of the Go-. 


ipe!; ; when a man ſhould ſpend on | 


the promiſ. s, then to be getting of | 
them ; tis is if] hasbandry +. The 
better Way is this, to bee buyt: po 


SE = . 


drawn unto ( briſt. 


getting in at every turn © and this is 
the reaſon why our Saviour ſaith, Oh 
if thou hadſt known, in this thy aay, 
th: things that beloyg nnto thy peace ! 
While the Word, and thy Life, 
and the Sabbaths, andthe Ordinan- 
ces laſt; this is thy day, wee know 
not how ſoon the Lord may take all 
from us. Oh the eftate of the poor 
Palatinazes, if it be true we heare of. 
them, chey have loſt all the meanes 
of Grace, and they have Idolatry 
now amongſt the.n, and their ene- 
mies force them to po :0 Maſle a* 
Sainft their conſciences; and they 
cannot fee a geod Minifter, nor a 
good Chriſtian , but they weepe to 
conſider the times they once had : 
Therefore let's labour to bee wiſe in 
the Lord, now while the fair is ; and 
conſider how God deales with his 
Children: Pſalne 48. g. we have 
thoupht of thy Name, O Lord in the 
miast of the Temple. It is ſpoken 
there of the goodneſſe of God to- 
wards Stox : A cup of poyſon, and 
a ſtore of ſtumbling : when he had” 
ſpoken of ailthe Bulwarks that OO 
+ 
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had made, and al) che goodneſſe and 
mercy hee had ſheved ro his people, 
and the malice end wrath of his ene* 
mies: Hee ſaith, This God v our 
God, even for ever: as if he had ſaid, 
The Lord did provide for his people 
in Egypt, and overthrow proud Pha- 
yoah that et himſfelfe againſt God ; 
and this is our God. When thou art 
in the Wildernefle, this God is thy | 
God ; when thou art in perſecution, 
this God 15 thy God, and the God of 
all k thus he ſtores up while the ſeaſon 
lalts. 


2, Note this, as thou mult ob- 


| ſerve what God doth to others, fo 


labour to treaſure up thy own expc« - 
riences, I Tim. 4.18, Hee hath dex 
livered us, and hee doth and will de- 
liver us, faith the Apoſtle: and the 
Prop! et David faith, I remember toy * 
judg. ms ug of ela. Oh well fare a good 
old {tore 1 I remember, ſaith he, how 
thou 21ſt rebuke eAmalek.and Over- 
throw Nimrod,and Nebuchaduezzar, . 
and Aghitephel. Oh its admirable to 
conſider theſe things 1 I received 
comfort , {aich he; God will over- 


throw - 
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draws unto Chriſt, 
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throw every enemy, and this 15 ſtore 
 Eforthy faich ro work upon, P/al. 89. 
e- £49. here are thy former mercaes ? 
or [} Dav11 is aforehand with God now ; 
| he is not come to buy food juſt at the 
time of famine, but its laid up before- 
hand ; Lay in abundantly of all the 
promiſes Of all kinds, you had better 
leave then lack ; and its the wiſdome 
of a man to have ſomewhat to 
ſpare, and to have an overplus afore- 
band, that a man may nor live feebly, 
and poorly, and be ath's wits ead e- 
very turne, and knowes not which 
b- || way to -(hift for himſelf, and have no 
ſo | bread in his houſe ; I mean, no pro- 
-. - | viſion of promiſes by him : 1/aiah 
des | 42+ 23. Whois wile, let him hear for 
le. | after times; Asif hee had ſaid, You 
he - | mult not noly lay in promiſes for the 
;by | preſent, but ſtore them for afcer- 
od | wards; as the Chapman faith, I 
ow | (hall want this ar ſach a time; and 
er. | } fo the husbandman ſaith, I ſhall have 
ax, {| occaſion for this or that at fuch a. 
ro { time, andſoget it aforchand. Oh 
/«d | that God would give us theſe hearts ! 
er- | It is good, as we may ſo ſay, to- keep: 

| pro- 
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ie in pickle, that we may 
ſpend chem ar leaſure. Is the dayes of 
famine, ſaith the Prophet, :h9# lt 
have enong”. . Thete precious; pro- 
miſes will bee- 2ood mear in Lent, 
when baply thou hilt fic under a 
hollow tree, and creep among tne | 
Buſhes ; then chree or four of theſe 
promiſes wil give a man a good Þþ 
meal of comfort ; . therefore ſtore I 
them up, they wii! doe you no harm: 
and when you are d:iven from houſe, 
2nd home, and friends, and all, theſe 
will exceedioply refreſh Oh how 
ſweetly are they ſcattered np and 
down in the World, according to che 
Saints feverail neceitities and occafte., 
ons. Bring this precious proviion 
home, leave it not in the Market; 
its a folly to ſay, 1 hive good provi- 
ſion, but it 15 not here, Let the 
Ward of God dwell plenterſly i in you, 
and richly in all m/deme. Odſerve, It. 
muſt be plenty, nor ſcant; it muſt 
dwell tn yon, that you may but {tep 
aſide and have it; there is the matter 
for your faith to work 0n. So alſo in 
the next place, wee are to fit wn 
of 
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or the ſervice, that ir may ſhcceed 
bvith more-comfort and betcer ſpeed, 
[Though 4 man be 4 believer;yert there 
'0- Þagreat deal of duineſſe and blun:+ 
at, refſe comes up3a this grace, though 


* a hheehaveit: Luke 24. 25. See how 
tne jour Saviour chides bis Ditciples, Oh 
eie Gels, Now and 4:11 of heart ro believe, 
"0d Tec. So wee ought to whet onr 


Faith, that ir may line and ſquare the 
: promiſes (as it is in the Hebrew) chat 
afe, fit may pierce through the veil of all 
eſe Rthe riches of rhe freeneſſe of Gods 
ow Face, and fo bring comfor tO us: 
and Fs with the hand of faith, as it is 
£22 Frith the hand of the body, if it be 
1f1- ,huramed, ſtiffe, or frozen,a man muſt 
i010 fb it or warm it before he can hold 
et; ny thing; ſoitis with the hand of 
dvi- Faich, for faith is the hand of the 
ze foul, it takes hold of that mercy 
y0w, ſphich God hath provided for us in 
2, It Whriſt Jeſus. Now faith is ſome- 
mes nummed, and itiffe through 
releſſenefs and looſeneſle ; there- 
dre it's not enough for a man to have. 
Lich, but he muſt fupple and oyl the 
aith Wnews of faith, that. hee may more 
for freely 
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freely take hold of the promiſes of' 
life, and receive comfort from 
thence; and that this may be done, 
me muſt, firft maintain the evidence 
of faith once gotten ; without que- 
ſion undeniable, this grace of faith 
once gotten, is to be maintained : 
Mark it, I ſpeak not of thoſe that 
have not faith ; it is in vain to bid a 
man live by faith who-hath none: 
bur its for thoſe in whoſe hearts 
God hash been pleaſed to work this 
bleſſed grace - This muſt be the cire 
of thoſe that have gotten faith: hee Þ 
muſt know the nature of faith in ge- 
neral, and of his faith in particular, 
whether it bee of that faith which 
Petey ſpeaks of ; for there is a great 
deal of Copper-faith in the World : 
As, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world to ſave ſinners, and the like: 
Now when thou. haſt gained evi- 
dence that thou haſt faith, then fill it 
up, and keep it by thee, and labour 
ro make the demonſtration of it fo 
plain to thy ſoul, that it may be unde- 
niable. What a great folly is it for 
a man to Queſtion, when hee ou | 
. _ ule 
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s of Y— ws ſs "IF 
-om Þſe it ? The work muſt needs bee 


much hindred, though he have never 
nce Jo much f:irh, when hee begins to 
a9e- avil with it, and to quettion whe- 
aith ÞÞcr it b: good orno : it's a prover- 
ied - Þ1al ſpeech, He that doubrs of his 
tharſvay miſſech his way ; for while hee 
id a £5 doubting, hee goes no way in con« 
ne: (cluſion ; ſo hee that queſtions whe- 
-arreÞber hee hath faith or no, gets little 
this (£00d at preſent by it, tel] a poor fin- 
cire Þer of living by faith, and he ſaith, its 
- hee 00d newes if hee had it- *Tis poor 
a ge omſort to bid a man go warm him 
ular, hen hee hath no fre; ſo its poore 
hich £2fort to bid a man live by that 
which he never bad ; quarrellirg and 
>rid ; Poubting when a man hath it , bin= 
0 the Þ<rs the uſe and benefir of Faith : 
like: FIcre1s 2 man that is quarrellinga- 
>out it, when hee ſhonld live on it : 
when the Diſciples ſaw J-ſus walk- 
ng on the Seas, they thought it was 
| Spirir, but Jeſus ſaid unto them _Be 
good compert, it is [: Now when 


preat 


| evi- 
fill it 
1 bour 
it ſo. 


unde- &, < : ! 
ie for | £777 knew it was Chriſt, being 
» onld omewhat roo venttous ; hee ſaid, 


if it bee thos Lerd, bid me come unto 


_ uſe 
| chee 
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thee on.the water ; and Chrift tai 
Come,and Peter going, the water be 
gan 0 be boiftrous,. his heart bega 
to fink, &'c. and Chriſt ſaid unto him 
Oh then of (liitle faith, Why a0jk thy 
denbr ? as if be had faid, its now n« 
time of doubting , but a time of be 
lievieg: Tie Lord bid him come 
and he hid ground enoug"t to come 
and firength of Faith to come ; but 
when he ſaw the Waves great and 
troubleſome, inſtead of deiieving, hi 
fell a queſtioning - and quarrellingJc 
with the promiſe: As it 13 with 5s 
foul rufty musker, (hoot ſuch a one 
off, and it will recoill. When Fait 
grows ruſty with doubiing , wee fit 
down diſmay'd and unſetied ; the ves 
ry queſtioning and quarreiling 2gainl 
the work of, Faith, many times doch£ 
as. much diſable a man to put forth 
the power of Faith, as it he had nc 
Faith at all. : | 
Secondly, when thou haſt main: 
tained the clearneſle of the work of 
orace before gained, then labour toſ! 
bring thy heart to marvellous ſtilneſs 
ard calmnefle from time to time. 
| Stay- 


; Fx 1 
. "INS *% A 
Pe) "2 NES)! ” - \ \ q 5 . \ PET . TIF \; "TY CT oe b-." A 3 0 TP WE IE 
__ TW POOR RL 4s Oe Ode” OM dF. ox PX; TIME. 04 i tg eG Hh obs ee 4 5" Wer 
" bs "4% RAS LY » 424 y po #8 c i% : 9 PR. < % - © BA 07 : DAY MT oF,” WER a 6 , SP... 4.4 ts. ; its FL, Te 
wt, # oe Ea REY 3-0 WR4S Os 0 £ : . . SPE? - o : b x % l 1 wh 
5 Fo» RN” a, þ FOE hd . ; >£ > X ”% [ f , 4 $ - þ 
a wr SOAEY HT: * oY 4 ms ) ”- IF" Is : 3; . a T- = - : q . 4 k 
MOEY v5 Y - - FE A 7 © SINE - ft, ——w— $ : vg * 5 - F ve bo I] he ek , © "1 : - CEany 
Mo 10'S " as, VIEk ? , . p , : : - Ph 
af. þ Fink . F 4 wi 4 ., Nt ; = 
be - > nor 7 : , F Fl 
NE 4 Ds 


BY J oy 
9 


s ———— So 
; 12F 
\ he 
* - 
; - Fo 
+ P g 
"doe F 
\gr «8 
f bo 
- 26% 
———_— EY 4 "457 
— &5 ©5 


et... ttt. ——_—_—_——— — 


ara'iry unto Chritt, * 


— 


cw 


lawStayedoeſſe and itilnefle of the. ſonl, 
r beEframe: the heart to hold the (hiefd - 
Yegar Readily, and bear off the blow com» 
 bimfor:ably when it comes ; thoſe boi- 


tha trous »ffeRtions, thoſe crowds and vj 
Ow ngtroops of troubleſome imaginations, W. 


f beftas feare and jealouſtes ; theſe unrank 
comeſſthe frame of the foul, that it is not 
comeJJat tlie commarid of Faith : as it is in 
- bujan Army, when ranks ard fries are. 
© an@broken, they are at a rout, bee the 
ng, Commander never fo <kiifull, hee 
elling}cannot in that condition march on : 
vith So thovph wee hed never fo victort- 
a onflous a Faith, yet if the ſou] were hur- 
Faithlled up and cown with thoſe boi- 
ce ſifRrous diſtempers, the ſoul could not 
he vedlcommand._ Fi;th. When it was told 
gainfifthe Diſciptes, Z%ke 24. 41, that 
s doch Chriſt was rifen from the dead, ” and 
forchſhad manifeſted himſclfe to them ; the 
1ad noff I «x6 faith, they believed nat ani won- 
 Peerd: they wou'd not beli:ve fora 
mainqwhile, and it was through the vio- 
2k offence of their joy ; which made them 2 
our toſſtiey had no leiſure ro believe. As _ {4 
{ilnefsits true of moderate affection, fo its - 
time. ſtruc of itrong fear, and care, and Ci- 
Stay- ſtempers . 
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empers berauſe theſe hurry the ſoul 
violently, and tranſport i ſo, that}. 
he cannot believe: As it isin a road f| | 
the traveller is fitted to goe his jour} | 
ney, but hee is hindred becauſe thefſ | 
18s crowd is fo great and firong, that 
42 they croſs him, and oppoſe him, and | 
CE are ready to carry him another way * 
agairſt his will; juſt ſo it iswith a ſoulſſ « 
thus troubled with tumultuous f 
t 
{ 


thoughts, eſpecially melancholly, and 
thoſe other enemies of the ſoul, as 
vain imaginacions, ſinfull feares, ſins] c 
full ſorrow , diſtempered thoughts t 
and cares; that though the heart isc 
willing and able to believe, yer thoſe]! 
{t-rrings of Þo-{t r2us aﬀfcRions, they ſc: 
0  <croſſe Faith in the way, and beareſh 
2 2a it down : there David chides his hearth 

” WY in P/alme 43.5. Evenrocks us aſleep, [hi 
and would brig it quiet, laying, #hy 
art rho:: ſo di/quiered, Ch my ſoul why 
4 t tho di/quicted within me ? There 
a:e chree things fir our purpoſe in 
this text. | 

1, That a tumultuous diſtemper 
of heart makes a man lie flat upon his 
back,and fink into a ſwound, 


2, 1t 


draWyn unto Chriſt, 


pn ones —— —_— wang 


2. It hinders the work of faith, mark 
that what follows : Srill truſt iy God : As 
I if he had ſaid, Leave thoſe diftempers 
our-| of heart, and reſt apon the freeneſle 
 thej] of Gods grace. ; 
tha] 3. Davi4 yet looks up to God 
and] for mercy: For hee is yet my God. 4 
way] The virtue of this Rule wee finde by I 
| ſoulſ] experience; eſpecially in melancholly q 
vous] perſons, when t hey have ſwarmes of 
, and] thoughts buzzing in their mindes; 
|, asf] ſometimes reltleſle feares, that doe 
, fin+Þ chaſe their hearts, as the hound does 
nghts| the Deer in the Forreft; and ter this 
art is] comes another affction , and after 
thoſeIthat another; and ſo ar laſt they 
theycome 81! cogerber : Sometimes the 
dearelhorrour of a mans conſcience makes 
bearthue and cry after him, ard makes 
leep, ſhim ſay, Oh how my heart ſmites 
Why me ! mechought I ſaw Hell gaping 
[why for me, and the Devill even ſtanding 
here at my Elbow, ready to carry mee 
down to everlafting«deftruction : this 
makes his ſoule to have ſuch an a» : 
azement and palſtiineſſe of ſpirit, * 
"© hecannot reach che promiſe of 
'\, Well, take the Lords advice 

"Wn by 


T he poor conbtir g ( *riftian. 
by the Prophet : Feare ner, but fad. 
ftill, and ſee the ſalvaticnof the Lord: 
chat is, lay afide thoſe reſtleſle imagi- 
nations, and thoſe crowds of fooliſh 
conceits;.\tand ſtill, and be quiet, and 
with the eye of faith behold the al 
vation of God 

A third R'ge. How faith may be 
fitted for the work, take notice of 
this. In the want of any meanes, do 
not firſt ſecke for them; and in the 
preſence of any meanes God affords, 
look not firff ro them for ſauccour 
and ſupply, bur firſ# go to the pro- 
miſe, that it may ſuppiy what you 
need, and that the promiſe may bleſs 
what meanes you have. It is an un 
comfortable and diſorderly courſe, 
for a men barely and firſtly ro look 
at thoſe things which are within the 
compaſle of Scnſe, and fo range up 
and down in the uſe of the meanes, 

* whenthepromiſe and Ciriſt are th 
lat chought of in our hearts. As for 
.  1:Rance, Ina time of poverty, ho! 
doth the ſoul unfit it ſelfe fer theþ 
pr: m.ſe ? When a men ſees his eftate 
ov, and hee is like tO come to. ml 
{ery 
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draVvun unto Chriſt, I4T 


ang | cry » be faich, I have ſome good 
Tfriends that will not ſee me want, 
$07. . Dave 'ſo much meanes left yet, and 
I I have my health and ſtrength, and 
I hope to get a poor living. Not one 
Cal. word all this while of a promiſe : 
But what ſay you to this ? If death 
take away all thy friends, ſiekneſle 
take away thy health and {irength, 
fire or theeves take away all thy 
goods, whether wilt thou now gO0? 
When then at a dead lift, as we com« 
monly ſay, hee is fain to go to that 1 
ol nercy which endureth for ever. Oh Ss 
friend, are you there now ? Why 
ame you not thither at firit? Well, 
1nce thou art come, reaſon thus : I 
Im like to be poor, and wy friends 
nay dye, and theeves may robbe 
Fe of all my goods : burthe mer- 
y of the Lord endureth for ever, 
d0 a Miniſter, that is faithful, deſires 
0 preach fruitfully, and to the bene- 
t of the Congregation ; and then 
ve catch at the helps that are near ac 
FTand, and wee go to our Books and 
Þ:udies,0ur wits and paines, aud think 
.Sheſe will do the deed. We doe wel! 
G2 in 


— 


_—_—__O_w_ 


| 3«. Whatſ»vever the rightrons dath il 
þall proſper. Hold hers now, and] 


man is not able co come to the bot- 
rome of the point ; and if he be able 
to compaſſe the truth in ſome mea- 
ſure, yet God blaſts all he doth, and 


there is no 00d comes to the ſoules 


of his people :jat laft he'is fain to go 
tothe promiſe ; and then the poor 
Miniſter ſaith, Lord, thou haſt ſaid 
thou wilt be with thy faithful Mint. 
ters to the end of the World : Little 
firength there is in us ; bur bee thou 
with us, Lotd : now the work goes 


on again. The Tradeſman is hone 
and painful), and hee hopes to com- 


paſſe a good eſtate by his Calling, tis 
{tock is good and great, and his sKil 
is ſufficient, and his penyworth ſhall 
be as reaſonable as any others, and 
bis acquaintance are many : Then 
Go. bliſts all theſe, and then hee 
comes to the promiſe, as in Pſalm 1. 


jay, I expect all from the promile, 
mercy and fuccour from the pro- 
mile, 


T he poor donbting (C briftian. 1 
in all this; but the fault is in the 


order of doivg them. Haply God 
knocks off mans wheeles, and a 
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drawn unto Chrift, 


miſe. This was the courſe that 7a- 
cob took, Ges: 32 9.firſt he wreftled 
with God and overcame him ; then 
he wreftled with his brother E/as, 
and ſaid, O God of my father eAbra- 
ham, and Goa of my fathey Iſaac , 
which ſaidft unto me, Reteurne 1nto 
thin? own C ountry and I will do thee 
goed ; I am wot worthy the leaſt of all 
thy mercies: Lird , del;ver me fram 
the hand of my Brother Eſat, for I 
fear him, Thus he wreſtled with the 
Lord by vertue of a promile , over- 
came him, and then overcame his 
brother E/au, Hebrewes the 13. 
4. 5. Mariage is honourable amon? 
all men, and the bed undefiled ; but 
Whoremongers and adnlterers God Will 
Juage. But how will you have be'ipe 
againſt this : covetouſneſs ? A man 
would have ſaid thus: You have pot 
a good portion, and bat little charge, 
and many friends : but this courſe 
God takes :.for be ſaith, 7 w:l/ never 
leave thee nor forſake th:e. And thus 
when I have chaſed away Doubting, 
then faith is ready, and the Shield 1s 


ſcoured. 
G3 Now 


% 
| EEE Hs. 0) 66 enero 
i... AM. P"v_Se — 


The por doubting Chriftian 


Now for the ordering of faith in 
the work, there are two things to be 
attended to. 

:. How the ſoul ſhould get to the 
promiſes. 

2, How the ſoul ſhould take, re- 
ceive and improve this ſufficiency and 
exceltency that is in God. 

1, How the ſoul ſhould get to the 
promiſe : You ſee all is ready, the 
way open, and faith is ficted. There 
are three Rules to be obſerved, how 
the ſoul may pec to the promiſe, 

1. Throw off all power and abi- 
lity in thy ſelfe. Newerthel:ſe, faith 
the Apeſtle, I live; yet not I, but 
Chriſt liveth in me : It is not I that 
live by any power of my ſelfe, but 

Chriſt livethin me. Tre was Chriſts 
quickning, reviving , and enabling, 
though he had faith, I k»ew, ſath the 
Prophet, Jer. 10. 23: that the way 
of mans not him{elfe, neither is it in. 
man to asreft his owne ſteps. So doe 
thou ſay, if ever thou wouldſt have 
chy hearc ficted to go to the promiſe. 
Say, It is rot here, Lord, it is not in 
tha vaine minde, it.is not in the pow- 
er 
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er of this dead/heart, or any paſſage 
thar ever I receiv:d, - whereby I am 
able to believe iu thee, I mean the 
principle of life is not here, the 
root of faith is in the prowiſe, and 
from thence it comes into the ſoul. 
AsSits with a Mariner, when the 
Ship 1s upon the ground in the ebbe 
and low water , hee doth not expect 
to tng his Shippe to the ſhore by any 
power of ſimſelf: So, It is not in 
my wiſdome that can dire& me, and 
it is not in my weapon that can de- 


fend ; it is not this humility that can. 


bring my ſoul down : Tt is not here, 


1tisnot I, Lord, that can reſt, or go 


to a promiſe; even all our abilities 
are at a low ebb:: All that wee are, 
or can doe, is to empty our ſelves,and 
fic our ſelves, and get up the maine 
maſt ; that is, ler the ſou] be ready 


for a promiſe, aad by virtue of that 


be carried heaven-ward, and Chrift- 
ward, Take notice of this in your 
own ſoules, that the heart would be- 
cin at home ; If a temptation come, 


the heart of it ſeife would overcome 


it; and ifa dn:y to be done,the heart 
G 4 
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of it ſeife wonld performit: andif 
oppoſition come, the heart of it ſelf 
wonld refi{t it. O remember that a 
man offers an injury againſt Reaſon, 
Senſe and Relipion, and all. Now 

thy faith beginnes to wreſtle with 
him and his dealing ; and conſcience 

cheeks, and thou wil: teare thy own | 
heart out of thy own boſome. Bre- 

vhren, this will not doeit: whena 

fhippe of an hundred Tunne is upon 
ground, the Mariners may pull and 
reg their hearts ont, ere they make 

her go. Oh go then and ſay, It is not 
I that can be patient, ard put up a 
wrong, be quiet, expe& it not from 
here. Let the heart lie ſtill, till the 
wind and tyde,and promiſe come,and 
that will carry thee. 


The Second Rule, Bring the 


pramiſe home to thy heart, thatthe 
premiſe may bring thy heart to it: 
and thus I would have you reaſon : 
The Lord Jelus Chriſt, by the power 
of his <pirit, is inthe promiſe un» 


deniab'y, and undoubtedly, and un- | 


ſpeakably accompanying in his 
manner , as be ſhall ſee fit, This I 
ſay 
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lay, That the Almighry power of 


Chriſt doth really and continually 
accompany the promiſe for the good 
of his: Hence it is called The /pirit 
of promsſe ; for there is an Almighty 
creating worke goes along with the 
promiſe. And 1 reaſon thus ; that 
Word that d:ſcernes the thoughts of 
the hearts of men, that Word muft 
needs have the Almighty Work of 
Gods Spirit accompanying of it : 
ſo ſarre as God hath promiſed it, not 
when thou haply thinkſt it fir, but 
when God ſees it fit. He doth it 


as a voluntary workman, therefore _ 


thou conſidereſt that there is an Al- 
mighty power, and a fulneſle in the 


promiſe Then lay that promiſe up- .'- 
on thy owne beart, and conclude it, 
and look for vertue from thence, to + 


draw thy ſoul to it again. -: 

1 have ſeveral] paflages to expreſs 
this more filly. - 2 ace ron d not 
believe tha: 72/2ph was alive, or it 
hce were alive ; hee had but litrte 


mearies,” and was poor, Ges. 45.20, 


27, 28, 209, But when hee” [aw the 
chariots that Joſeph hed ſent him, then 
G 5 he 
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Toſeph my Son liverh, The Chariors 
ſent from 7ofeph te Faceb, brought 
?&cob to Joſeph. So every believing. 
ſoul is poore and feeble, and diſabled - 
to.00 to God, and to believe-in the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift : therefore Jook | 
thou unto the Chariots of //r 2el firit, | 
and that will convey thee to the pro- 
miſe ; As it is with the Miller ; firſt - 
he. pares the Nill fit'y, and orders all 
the occaſions thereof, and when the. 
Rones are fit, and [aid to po, \er it 
will not, till the ſluce be- pulled up, 
and the water runne that Crives the 
Mil: -So- the foul 1s humbled, and 
lies leveſl with the Lord and his 
Treth, and is conteri to veeld to his | 
corditions ; bur now the fonle of it| 
{e'fe, in it ſeife,carr.o7 po, it bath not | 
the principle 6f F2:g ; bur jet down 
the iluce of the ;comiie, and ler (nat 
come to Hy bvart, Anc it will bring 
thy foul hom to the Urdzis Z#%.19 
9. This ds) ſalvation is come ro 1) 
hyyſe.: Not io the walls of thy hovie, 
but to men that are in thy bovule. | 
They a d nst come to ſalvation. 52! 


ot. þ 
UG 12 
tf, 
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" drn Nuts Chrift. © 


ſalvation cameto them. The Lord 
fent ſalvation to ſalutethe houſe of 
little Zachew.. 

The third Rule. When the pro- 
miſe 1s thus come hometo thee, and 
thou ſeeft the ſufficiency and antho- 
rity of it, then all thou haſt to doe is 
this ; In the ſtream of that promiſe, 
be carried home to the promiſe, The 
P: odigal, Zak. 15. is ſaid to be like a 
leſt peep ( Mark this, for it con» 
ccras You, pror creatures, ) The 
poor ſheepe is wan7ering ay ud 
Gowne, now in the ctrouth of the Ly- 
on, 5n - then in the bryers, and ſome- 
tinics in the pir. The Text (aith, He 
leaveth ninity vixe to ſeeke that. | hat 
is, in compariſon of what care he 
expreſleth to the loſt ſheep; he leas 
yeth a man regenerate oot- careictly,. 
but he will not expreſle {© ereat love 

35 to a poor loſt man: And though - 
thou car ſ- not finde the wayeto kea- | 
ven, yet he will finde it chee ; lie thou 
upon the (ſhon!ders of Char: 1. When 
thou findeſt thy heart fceoie and 
weak, and thy ſcife unable to believe, 
then the Lord Teſus Chriſt brings the 
IpIrit : 


PETR 


——_ PE") So pd *He86 Gab tC; Ko 


"The Toir doubting Chriſtian, 
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Spirit of prace, and that comes mY 


ſeek, and Jeſus Chrift layes that ſoul 
ef thine vpon his ſhoulders, that is, 
npon the riches ofthe freeneſle of his 
race : Therefore let thy heart bee 
waniported by the power of that 
race, and by the virtue of that mers | 
cy -that God hath made known to 
thee for thy everlaſting good. When 
the Chariots are come, get up into - 
them. The Lord Jeſus Cbriftt is. 
g0ne ap to heaven, and hath ſent: 
theſe chariots for thee; therefore 
get thee vp,and fay,: Lord take me up, | 
with thee. When the Mariner hath 
Sea: room: enough, hee cares for n0 
man, if he can but obſerve the chan- 
nel ; he looks not fo much at his oar, 
or any thing, ſo that he .can but ob-' 
ſerve the channel. This channel is tbe 
fujityde of promiſe; therefore lay 
thy ſelf upon the promiſe, ard ſay, 
Lg'd, in the vertue- of that grace, 
and in the power of that Spirit , car- 
xy me, and in theriches of that mer- 
Cy. 05 thine, Lord convey the beart of 
[Dis poor finner, and make me ha 2 ppy 
Wi;,a thy ſelf for ever. 


Afain; | 
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Apgaine, Never let a quick ſtock 


lie dead by you; its monſtrous ill 
husbandry notto bee trading with a: 
- quick ſtock, Ag it is inthe world 
with temporalls, even ſo it is in our 
ſpiritusl| eſtate. Though a man have 
little for the preſent, yet if he have 
ſome old reverſion to comes, it will 
refreſh his heart, and bear him up in 
time of ' poverty and miſery ; and 
he ſaith, If he can make but a ſcram- 
bling ſhift for a while, for ſo long 


time, then he hopes to live as well as 


any manin the Country : So there 
is {ome of the promites wee have in 
p:ſ[efſion. Oh, but there is chere- 
verſion of old promiſes, old rents. 
As old rents of Farmes that were let 
lorg ago, when the Leaſes come our, 
they are worth creble the Rent they 
were Jet for at the firſt : ſo chere are 
01d rencs of comfort and mercy ; as 


nes —_—_ —C 


Come ye bleſſ:idof my Father, inherit 


the Kingdome prepared for you, \ hen 
no more tears, no inore trouble, no 
more ſorrow, no more ſin. Oh pet 
thoſe into your hands,and have them 
in uſe, and ſay, The day will come 

when 


—_ we ſhall bave bapp! ineſſe and 
joy beyond all that che congue of 
mancan expreſle, or the heart con- 
ceive. Though we are buffered with 
many temptations, and wearied 
with a world of corruprions, yet 
we ſhall be ſaved,. faitl: Faith ; Thus 
& man may make a prerty good ſhift 
to liv? upon theſe termes, though we 


bave nu'Þir 'B eſe to live upon in the 
world. R-member wha: I ſpeake- 


now, and labour to ſatten this tru h 
np<.n thy hearts that where 1s nOE 


onely preji.ne good in 11y jeff, but 


in another, 43d ref: vec vv ancthier 
Fj (Wy commort, at bs thul cone 
ren: 2! Gould be {*> 10t ©2Jy to look 
Wiz 5006 wall; dar confider thar che 


greatiit part of chy glory is in the. 
glvr r of a Chritt it; and the preat«ſt + 


© Of thy witdowne, is jn the wif- 
"a me of a Chriſt; and the greateſt 
part of thx liberty, in the liberty of a 
Ci: 1t, 8n% thy riches, in the riches 
of a Clirft: And know; whatever 
15 10 Chritt thou haft it all as thine, 
» Zen 3. 12 Behold what live the Fa- 
i6.r keth ſhewnro us, that wee are 


NOW: - 


<< 
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now-the Sonnes of God! . 1 tell you, 
brethren , this 1s a marvelious privis 
ledge, and if you had no more but 
this, you-had a childs portion; but 
it appeares nor whar wee ſhall have, 
wee have but a gimpſe now; what 
think you will che harveſt be ? Now 
we bave but the ſips ori, what ſhall 
then the fu'l cuppes be, when we 2-0 
ſee Chriſt as he 152 Thus did oſ- s 
tMprove bis eſtare, +Fieb;-11. 26.He 
bore all »M;Rions comfortably ; yea, 
H:e eſt:emed the rebukzs of Chriſt , 
greater ricke» then the treaſures of 
Feypr; WW hy ? 6:caufe h- had an eye to 
;Le rccompence of th+ r-ward We aC- 
count not of 2 ian cltate for what 
hee hich in preſent poſſeſlion, but 
waar is like to befs') him, ans that 
hee ts born unto, Whar Meſs aid, 
doe theu +: Remember thou bit a 
£7504 ſtock upon the ground, which 
wil! pay.all thy dcbr, and yer jive 
ike A man too. Though thou haft 
at} 20: Options, M:2:V diſgraces 
22% 1503 thee; though thou halt 
(172 Avengrh, and art ar great loſke 
7 Point of com.ort,. yet there is 
enough 
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enonpgh in heaven, enough in Chriſt, 
both of riches and comfort. Let thy 
ſoul then be carefal ro make all theſe 
preſent with thee for thine owne 
go0d. 

But ſome will ſay, How: may a 
man expe& that from the promiſe, 
which God intends, and will undoub- 
tedly beſtow ? .. 

For ' anſwer. hereunto, I will 
ſhew what thou mayeft expe&, and 
what God wi'l undoubtedly beſtow: 
If-.h»n doſt beleeve, Heaven and 
Salvation are certainly thine, and 
perſeverance to the end*, and that 
m:inner and meaſure of aſliftance,, 
that may make thee fi: for perſeve- 
rance: Theſe three : hings grow here. 
But for temporall bleſſizgs which we 
deſire, and that meaſure of ſpiritu- 
all b.cfli2gs which wee muſt have; | 
ſo much grace, and ſo much aſlift- - 
ance, «nd ſo much ahbi/iries ro doe Cue | 
ties; God doth noi enpape himſcife 
to b ſtyw theſe. Bur char which 
God eng: geth himſeife ro heftow, 
bo:h for temporal and ſpiricuali bleſ- 
ſings, it may be diſcovered 14 theſe 

| three 
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draws unto Chriſt, 'I5 5 


three particulars. So much prace and 
a\ſorance of Gods love, and ſo much 


Ecomfort in grace as hee ſees fit for 


thee, after his own order, and in his 
own time, I will open them all, be- 


fcauſe many doe here bungle wonder- 


fully. 

Firſt, He will beftow them in 
his own order, not thy order. Firk, 
He will make thee fit, and make thee 
oo0d, that thou mayeſt be able todi- 
peſt them, and then hee will beRtow 
them on thee. Haply a poor man 
5 driven to deſperate hazard, and * 
is brought miſerablyunder,andthere- 
fore the hearc crys earneſtly for ſome 
more ſupply ; and he calls, and God 


| anſwers-not; and he labours to look 
|vp to the promiſe, where God faith, 


Nothing ſhall be wanting to his, & yet 


| it cometh not. I ſay, Gud will give 
| theſe in his own order. Firſt, God 


will make thee fit for this eſtate, and 
then give it. I never knew a good 
man deſperately poor, but his heart 
was deſperately proud; therefore. 


| the Lord will make him good, and 


make his proud heart yeeld, and __ 
| 


p Q T4 - %s > > + £ po "i . 74 F Pol C - + I'S 
- by 4.5) '£ v2 Ro 4 %," =D Foc EC, #8. TH Wa 0. ak I9 
- Et 2 % » hs FD, wt 3 OILY WL 0 
# H 7 p: 0; + 2h IE A ob "4 ” 
” . w wa ”, {4 T3 


* £4 — . x 
%' ” A F o ws 
"-. mY 
ASS; 
£ » p « 
% 


I N24, ey <6 ” Y 
Cry if © f : 
M4 
4 , - _ 4 
, : | 
- 


"EL 


x Gn > \ ” 4 j <4 
#% i: 5. RES x : wat ed ch Td are» x LF i *% l a 4 x 
NEO ooo 3 oi 3 OS Aa ot bat es - 
" hee +1 TINgT, ? ww "xe. 0% Ht 
; £ % Ea% » 


4% 


mmm. A 


The poor doabting Chriſtiau 


beſtow theſe things : Look for that 
firſt, and then for the other. 

Again, anotber Chriftian labours 
exceedingly for the aſſurance of 
Gods love, and cannot obtain it, and 
ſeeks to Godin the uſe of the promis 
ſes, and yet he cannot find it ſettled: 
Well, God :will give thee comfort 
and conſolation, but in his owne 
time. And know this, that com- 
monly the Lord never debars the ſoul 
of comfort, but he ſees the heart 
is not fic for it. Thy heart would bee 
proud and carelefſe, and God would 
hear no more of thee , and thy fayl 


would overturn the boat ; therefore 


when God hath abaſed thy hearr,and 
made thee content to want what hee 
ſhall deny, then he will give thee af 
furance , but it muſt be in his order. 
And this is the reaſon why the moſt 
ſmoak out their dayes in diſcontent ; 
the reaſon is, There is a proud heart 
and a ſturdy diſpoſition of ſpirit that 
will not come unto Gods terms. As 
it is with a Phyſitian; he will not 
give a Cordial to his Patient, when 
he will: for if he werem a burning 

| Ee: 


that 


hours 
ce of 
and 
OM» 
teled. 
mfort 
owne 
Com 
e ſoul 
heart 
d bee 
vould 
y ſayl 
refore 
t,and 
at hee 
ce af- 
"der. 


moſt 


tent; 
heart 
t that 
s. As 
|| not 
when 
Irning 


Fe * 


Fever, it were the next way to ſend 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 


him going : but firſt he parges bim, 
and makes him fir, and then gives 
him a Cordiall : So it is in theſe 
things which thou craveſt, the Lord 


will give thee them, when thou ſhale 


not ſurfer of comfort; and aſſurance, 
and proſperity ; ' and when thy heart 


is emptied and purged, and able to - 


digeſt theſe things,then the Lord will 
give them: | 
Secondly, The Lord will give 


vs temporall bleſlings, and that 


meaſure of ſpiritoall, in his own due 
time; not when thou and I would, 
but when he ſees moſtfir, as Foha 2. 


3. 4+ The mother of Jeſus comes to-' 


our Saviour, and faith, They have xo 
wine, She thought ſhe had Chriſt at 
command :- but he anſwers her, z#0- 
man, what have I te-ave with thee > 
mine h1uy is not yet come. SO it is 


with our ſoules; wee want comfort , 


and wee want firength againſt our 
corruptions, and aſſurance, andaſlit- 
ane : Bur what have I to doe with 
that proud heart, ſayes our Saviour ? 
7-time, is not yet come. You would 


have. 
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have it now, as they ſaid, Yilr thox 
oy reftore the Kingdeme to 1/rarl? 
God will doe in his own time, & we 
muſt wait his leaſure. This is one 
thing that doth neceſſarily accom- 
pany the Covenant of Grace, as 1 
have ſhewed before. That the Lord 
ſhould diſpenſe of his Kingdome 
when ke pleaſeth, and not when wee 
will. When the Lord ſ:es theſe bleſ- 
fings of ſpiritual mercies and tempo- 
ral! favours are ripe, and moſ ſeaſon- 
able to thy necefiity; then thou ſhalt 
have them :. but the time is in Gods 
hand. 

Thirdly, The Lord doth not pro-f ; 
miſe in ſuch a manner and meaſure, |, 
and ſuch a peculiar thing, to pivef ; 
thar temporall blefling, 8 that ſpirit: 
tual aſfiftance we deſire; but the Lord 
will doe that which hee knows moſt] , 
fit: for ſo the Text faies, Feed me withl] , 
food convenient for me. There wasf ; 
Faith now ; he wholly referres bim:f| ; 

l 
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ſelfe to God. When a man comes te 
the Taylor to have a Garment made, 
he doth not cot out the Garment 
himſclte, but referres it to the judg- 
| mem 


dravys anto C brift 


ment of the Workman: So muſt 
we doc, refer our ſelves to God, and 
wel know, God promiſeth nothing, bu 
one} as hee ſees it fit for thy good. Ic may 
OM-] bee thou ſhalt not have this bleffing, 
as I or thatgrace. As it is with a Potter, 
016] he is minded to make ſo many veſſels 
omeſ of honour : ſo if the Lord will make 
weef thee a veſſel of :honour,po away con= 
bleſ-F tented ; whether thou hatt ſo much 
nP0-J proſperity, and ſo much good, or no, 
{on-F and ſo much grace, it skiis not; it is 
ſhalt} enough that thou art eleRed to eter- 
30G nal happineſs. 

Now you fee how to manage 
Pro'Þ and improve the promiſe aright for 
ſure, your beft advantage, and to expeXt 
piveſ that from the promiſe which it will 
ſpit} yeeld, 
Lord) Again, Another particular in 
this third Rule of living by Faith, is 
this: How to take, and how to en- 
joy the ſap and ſweet. of the promile, 
and to live by ic. When the Hus- 
bandman hath ſovva his ground, and 
hus Fruit is ripe, and hee hath reaped 
it, then hee muſt gather in his corn 
that hee may live upoa it. So b2t us 
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gather in the promiſes when we ſee 
the beſt advantage ; now let us take 
the gain, and live by it,and that com- 
forcably too, in the proof of Gods 
goodneſle thereip, For this end, let 
me ſuggeſt theſe five DireQions, 
Firſt, chou ſeeft what God is in 
the premiſe; and thou expeReft no 
more then God is there, Then, eye 
thar pargicular good in the promiſe 
which thou ftandeſt in need of ; eye 
ahat good in Chrift, and in the pro- 
miſe, and then ſet Gods power and 
Faithtulneſſe a work co bring that 
good, and his Wiſdome to continue 
12. As for inftance: Iamin perſe- 
cution , and either I would have de- 


liverance and ſafety, that I might not 


bee impriſoned, or clſe comfort and 
refreſhment, if the Lord carry me 
thither; and therefore I would ſee 
all this in the promiſe, till reſerving 
the condi:ions before mentioned, If 
thou art in priſon, eye liber ty ard 
preſervation in Chriſt, he that is the 
great Deliverer of his people, and 
carryeth his people in Iis owne 
bands: And then fer Gods power 
s 


bring Chriſtian 
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aravn unto Chrift, 


bn 


| and faithfulneſſe a work, that can do 


it; and his wiidom, that can conti- 
nue ir for thy good. That which 
thou ſeeſt and needelt in the promiſe, 
that the Power and Wiſdome of 


God may communicace to :hy ſoul. 
This is the meaning of that place, 


Pial. 37. 5. Commit thy wayes unto 


the Lord; truft in tim , and he ſhall 


bring it to paſſe. Root thy ſelfe, and 


lay all thy occaſions upon the Lord: 


Therefore the Apoſtle ſ:ith, 1 Per.F. 
7. Hurl your care upon the Lord, for 
he careth for you. I: is Gods prop:r 
office and work : he careth for thy 
ſoul, ther: fere lay it all upon him, 
and put over all thy care into his 
hands, and ſer his power and faithful- 
nefſe a work;onely th1; is here a lirtle 
to be ſcsnned. I ſpeak not this, that 
we ſhould take no care at all, but I 
ſay, Hang all the weight and burden 
upen the Lord. The Brewer hee 
tumbles che Barrel of Beer and'he 
rouls it bur it's the earth chat bears it: 
$0 whatever trouble is in thine eye , 
or ear, or heart, roul jt upon the 
Lord. Thatis thus: The worn 
© 
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T T he poor 4lenbting Chriſtian 
of a man lies eſpecially in three 
things, which a man muft hurl off 
himſelfe, and lay upon the Lotd. Ei- 
ther a manſhall not be able to know 
what he ſhall do, or what he 1s com- 
manded: Or elſe, ſecondly, he ſhall 
not be able to doe what God com- 
mands, and hee knowes: Or elſe, 
thirdly, he (hall not finde ſucceſle in 
what hee doth. It is not a trouble to 
doe what wee can, orto employ our 
ſelves as wee are able: but this is the 
trouble, when the heart faith, I 
know not what the minde of God 
is; Or, I ſhall not do wha: I know ; 
or, it will not iuccced : -or, No, it is 
not in power, Now leave all theſe 
with God, and meddle nor with 
them, but put them over co the Lord, 
and meddle with thine owne duty, 
and with thine owne worke; and let 
God alone with his: and ay _ 
unto the Lord, In truth, Lord , 
is not in my Power, It is not in Me 
parts or work, either to compaſle 
that wiſedome, that is able to di- 
re& my ſelfe, or to have any power 
to doe all thac ts commanded, muct 
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draWvy uyto Chriſt, 


lefſe :o pive good lucceſſe. Lord, I 
will not meddle with that, bar leave 
it to thy Majeſty : if thou in thy po- 
wer canit not , nor in thy faithful. 
neſſe and goodneſle careſt not for 
thy poor helpleſſe creature, then I 
am cortent-: and if thou wilt not bee 
faithiul, chen 1 am-eontent to be mi- 
ſerable. 

And ſo atſo thou mayeſt ſappoſe 
a man that bath promiſed to under- 
take ſome buſinefle for a friend, and 
in the end it proves ſomewhat tron- 
bileſome, and therefore he wiſhes his 
friend to take it againe into his own 
hands ; for it is very troubleſome:Bur 
a man will leave it to him, and ſay, 
He bath irgaged himſelf to do it,and 
he will not look after it; I will nor 
meddle with it any more. So what 
end it is that is in Gods Royal Pre- 
rogative, leave it with God, and do 
not mecdle with it, Let God now 
look to it; leave it to his fa1thful- 
pefle and power to accompiiſh it - ſo 
did Abraham, Rom. 14. 13, 19 20. 
Abraham above hepe beleevia nnder 
hope , that ke ſhould bee the fas rr of 
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many Nations. Savahs womb was 
barren, and his body-dead,and yer he 
muſt havea Son: And therefore he 
ſers Gods power a work, and ſaith.v, 
21. Lord,this body is dead, and Sarah 
is barren : there isno help here : but 
thou art able, and'thou haſt ingaged 
thy ſelfe ro doe tt. You ſee hee ſers 
Gods power to work, and pats 
over all the right and burthen of he 
care upon the Lord. And therefore 
favs Mordeens, Eftber 4. 14. If thou 
þ.1d ty peace at this time, comfort and 
deliverance ſhall come from ſome other 
place. He was reſolved that God had 
de'iverance for his Church, and 
wou'd not deny his Truth. Salvati« 
0x3 will come,ſaith the Text. He knows 
not the place or the meanss: bat he 
knows /alvation will come. So fet 
thou Gods power and faithfulneſſe 
to work, and not thy owne care: 
Commit it co che Lord, and hurl thy 
care upan him, ſo far as concerns the 
burthen of it. This is che ficit Dire: 
Qion. 

<condly, by faith go to the pro- 
miſe again for heipe and power to 
wait 
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drawn nnto Chriſ?, 


look towards God in the vfe of thoſe 
means that he hath appointed for the 
attaining of that good which bis 
power will work for thee: God 
will certainly workit: And fo thou 
muft meet God in the courſe of his 


providence, in the Improvement 


of the means hee hath appointed for 
thy good, Obſerve thou his provi: 
dence, and doe thou what God re- 
quires : for otherwiſe we live not by 
faith, but temper God, and throw a» 
way the promiſe and ail, and deprive 


| our ſelves of thar good which God 


would beſtow ; wee not walking in 


| that way which hee hath appointed, 


Lake 24. 49. when our Saviour 
was to £0 to heaven, he ſaid, B:ho!4 
1 ſend the promiſe of my Father a- 
mong/t you : but tarry you in the (i y 
of Fernſalew, uutill you be indurd wi þ 
power from above. Chriſt would in- 
dur chem with the Spirir ; bur they 
muſt tarry at Jern/alem, and wait for 


fir, So I fay , Wouldſt chou have 


prace and the Spirit from above, and 
the wealth of the World ? then walk 
$33... 1 
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The poor doubting EY -riftian. 
in that way God hath appoin:ed: 
ſay at Zernſalenandbe in the way, 


— 


= 


er and faithfulneſſe whar thong nee- 
deit Thou wouldit have God bleſſe 
thee in thine eſtate, and yer chou 
would be idle and careleſſe ; bur this 


give the a bleſſing, but chon art not 
there to take it. 
Jency of the promiſes of God; as they 
require conditions, before chey be- 
ſtow mercies; ſo they make us able 


ample» Ez+tk, 36, the Lord in the 


ſeth to give them many rhings ; but 
how ? It mult be by Prayer, and 
humbling themſelves betore tiim : he 
will give thee a family-bieſſing, by 
prayer init; and a bleſſing in pri- 
vate, by prayer in privace; and 
{trergth agairſt ſinne, and power 4- 
gainlt corrupuon : But I will bee 
ſought unto for all theſe, ſaith the 
Lotd : and the Text faith, Ty 

te 
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and meet God in his providence, and ' 
: thenchou ſhalt receive from his pow | 


"* will not doe the deed: God would 


This is the excel+ l 


to be partakers of the conditions, - 
and give the conditions ; As for Ex-+ 


former port of the Chapter promt- | 


et Oe. at. a. So ene os a tle. ane can a £m... ww nQk14Aa = ry R wail © 3 Ht Pan ot PD UW; 


Sive them a new heart, 
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draws unto Chrift. 


h— OF 


the man that walketh in his integr ity, 


and his children after him. Therefore 
walk thou in the integrity of thine 
heart ; that's the condition of a chris. 
ſtian in generall ; or as a husband, or 


 asa wife, or as a ſervant, in the par- 


ticular. This the promiſe requires 
But mark this now: The ſame pro- 
miie that requireth the conditions, 


will help us to perform the conditi- 


ons: and the ſame Lord that ſaith, 
I will be intreated aud ſought to for all 
theſe; the ſame Lord ſaith, P/a/.10 
17. He prepareth their hearts to pray. 
Go thou therefore to God to helpe 
thee to pray, that he may b.ſtow bis 
bleſlinag upon thee, which hee hath 
promiſed, Ez+ek 26, 27. He will firſt 
then teach 
them to walke in his Wyayes. So if thou 
wilt walk in his wayes, thou ſhale 
have his bleſlings ; therefore go thoa 
by the power of faith.to the promi- 
ſes of God for firength and grace, 
andin that thou mult uſe the meanes 
appointed,and then expe a bieſling 


from it-in the courſe of his provi- 


dence. Now is Gods power and 
| H 3 faith- 
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faithfutneſſe a work. 
The third DireRtion. W 


We muft 
2 ſer it down, and conclude it, that 
A God will doit; ſo ſhall we receive in 
J the wayes of his providence whatſo - 
ever he bath promiſed to give. That 


© draw ſap and vertue from the pro- 
+ miſe, Jo/- 3.33. There by ſealing, 


1s the nature of ſealing; when a 
man hath drawn the Articles of ar 
greement, and when they have ſea- 
led, the whole matter is done. So 
taith muſt make the promiſe authen- 
tical, 
true, and ſaith, It is done in Heaven, 
and Iam fuily reſolved, and ſetledly 
per{waded thereof, that I ſhall have 
whatever I have believed, and thou 
heiſt. promiſed, and T have uſed 
meanes in the wayes of thy provi- 
dence. Famous isthat of Abraham, 


ſacrifice his Son, and yet had ſaid be- 


when he came to the place, he ſaid-to 
_ = his ſervants, Abide jou here with the 


, A 
 XRPTH 


is the work of faith, and that is to. 


and put a ſeal to itthatit is * 


Gen. 22. 5. The Lord had bidden him + 


fore he ſhould live : and therefore 


Aſſes; 


is meant ſealing to the promiſe, This 


__— 


| this, Expe& no more from the 


| promiſe : but ſay, My finnes ſhall be 
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der and [acrijice, and retry again to 
you. He thonghe to ſacrifice him, 
and yet by faith he belizved that he 
(hould bring 1/aac again. So 1 would 

| hive a poor Saint of God beleeve 
and corciude. When thou findeft 4 
thy comforts, like 1 { AACS An the aſhes, WEL 
and thy eitate helpleſs and hopeleſs, + 


: 


yet even then ſet Gods power #4 ,,_ 
work, and wait upon him in the nſeERERE 
of the.meanes that he hath appoint< © © +28 
ed, and there conclude it, and bring 
patience, power, and deliverance , 
and ſo in every kind, according to 


all thy neceſfities. Yet remember 


promiſe, then God will give in the 


maſtred one day, and theſe temp- 
tations ſhall one day be overthrown, 
that have ſo long annoyed the ſoul of 
thy ſervant : T have begg'd ſaccour 
apainkſt theſe corruptions within, and 
theſe teraptations- without, and yet 


| it is not; but I know+its done 1a 4 
' heaveo, it wants noching but the Weeacl 


| taking out ; thou wilt beſtow upon: ? 


) ' The poor doubting Chriftian 


thy ſervant what thou feeft fit, 1. 
Sam. 1. 18. Ha: nah wept ſore, and 
prayed to the Lord, and went away, 
and was nc more ſorrowtul - and ſhe 
ſaid, Lord, I believe thar I ſhall et- 
ther have a childe, or that which is as 
I: good. or better : now the bufineſs 
+: +. was done. But imagine the Lord de- 
_— vec, and does not ſuddenly accom- 

x: 'TÞliſh what he intends, and thou haſt 
WE vſcd meanes to receive; hee pives 
not, grants not, nor ſends not ſug- 
cour according to thy deſire, and 
the tenure of the Covenant, as thou 
wy conceivelt. 

Then in the fourth place , faith 
is tO taKe up its ſtand, and ſtay till it 
come - as thou reſolveſt ſo it will be: 
ſay tillit be, and flay it out, Here 
is much work to doe, We prevent 
Gocs kindaeſſe, when wee go away 

> before he bee willing to beſtow a 
*S kindneſſe on us. Bur faith will not 
b:: doe ſo: he that bekeeves, does not 


_ 


» 


++  buthe ſtayes, and reſolves that it will | 
Hs i FY & The wifion is for an ap pointed 
mc, therefore wait for it. Thou 


make.haſt - hee makes haſt to obey, | 


— 
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arawa unto Chniſt, hs 


art peſtered with thy ſinnes, and haſt 
Jaboured by faith to ſubdue them --.: 
y, | andthy eſtate is low, and thou halt 
1e | laboured by faith for deliverance:and 
j- | yt it comes not - therefore ſtay till 
as | God ſees fit, and it will come, P/aln 


ſs 123.2. eAs the eyes of a fervart |'ok 
ec zo the hands of his ma$ter, and the eyes 
n- | of a maiden to her miſtris : ſo our eyes 
ft | wait pon the Lordonr Goa, nntill he 


have mercy wpon us.” It 13 not, Till 


Ge I will, or till I ſee fit, or according 


ro my minde - but untill the Lord. 4 
bave mercy. Wee ſuddenly ſlide a- 4 


way from the Covenant which the F 
th Lord makes with us: becauſe wee 'v 
it have it not when we will, thereſore' 
ez: | wegoaway,1 Sam 13 13. When S4- 
re | mzeltarried lonp, ard the peopie be-- 


S1nto murmur, $a#/ went and offe- 

red a burnt. cffering to the Lord,and. 
therefore Samuel ſaid unto him, 7 how ' nn 
ot: | haſt done fooliſhly, and haſt 1t kept oY 
ot | the Commanadement of thy Goa, w' ic 
y, | he commanded thee: for now would 
ill 4 the Lord bave eſtabliſhed the Kingaom 
ed #pon Iſrael ſor ever. If Saul had' 
20 | Atayed the Lords time, bee woutd 
=} t 5 - bave - 
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thy ſervant what thou feeft fit, 1 
Sam. 1. 18. Ha: nah wept ſore, and 
prayed to the Lord, and went away, 
and was nG more ſorrowful - and ſhe 
ſaid, Lord, I believe that I ſhall et- 
ther have a childe, or that which is as 
good. or better - now the buſineſs 
” +. was done. But imapine the Lord de- 
RE Javes, and does not ſuddenly accom- 
EET $Þ1h what he intends, and thou haſt 
RF vcd meanes to receive; hee pives 
not, grants not, nor ſends not ſuc- 
cour according to thy deſire, and 
the tenure of the Covenant, as thou 
* conceivelt. 

Thea in the fourth place , faith 
is to take up its ſtand, and ſtay till it 
come - as thou reſolveſt ſo it will be: 
ſay tillit be, and lay it out, Here 
is much work to doe, We prevent 
Gods kindaeſſe, when wee go away 

KL. before he bee willing to beſtow a 
TY kindnefſe on us. But faith will not 
8 doe ſo: he that beleeves, does not 
"38 make-haſt : hee makes haſt to obey, 
= butheltayes, and reſolves that it will 
wt tbe. The vifion is for an appointed 
ER”, therefore wait for it. Thou: 
' ans art 
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 arawa unto Chniſt, 


art peſtered with thy ſinnes, and haſt 
Jaboured by faith to ſubdue them -. 
and thy eſtate is low; -and thou haſt 
lſaboured by faith for deliverance:and 
y+t it comes not - therefore ſtay till 
God ſees fir, and it will come, P/aln 
123.2, eAs the eyes of a fervart l'ok 
to the hands of his maSter, and the eyes 
of a maiden to her miſtris : ſo our eyes 
wait wpon the Lord our Gea, nntill he 
have mercy upon us. It 13 not, Till 
I will, or till I ſee fit, or according 
to my minde - but untill the Lord. 
bave mercy. Wee ſuddenly ſlide a- 
way from the Covenant which the 
Lord makes with us - becauſe wee 
have it not when we will, therefore” 
we £0 away,1 Sam 13 13. When Sa- 
mucl tarried long, ard the peop'e be-- 
S1n to murmur, Sa#/ went and offe- 
red a burnt. cffcrivg to the Lord,and. 
therefore Samuel ſaid urito him, 7 hou * 
haft done fooliſhly, and haſt nt kept 
the Commanaement of thy Goa, w' ic 
he commanded thee : for now would 
the Lord bave eſtabliſhcd the Kingdom 
#pon Iſrael ſor ever. If Saxl had 
tayed the Lords time, bee woutd' 
[; tH 5 - have - 
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have eſtabliſhed the Kingdom upon 
{{rael for ever; bur he prevented the 
Lords kindnefle, and offered ſacrifice Þ 
unſeaſonably and finfully. So it is: 
many times with a prond, pettiſh, | 
raſh and diſtempered hearc : if wee- 
bave not what we wou!d, and when 
we would , then wee are all amort, 
and murmur, and ſay, Why ſhould 
wee. wait any longer ?' Thou: haſt. 
done fooliſhly. Haſt thou: prayed 
and looked to the promiſe thus long, 
and wilt theu now pive over ? The 
Lord would have comforted thee, 
hadſt thowgone on: but the Lord 
hath withdrawn himſeife from thee, 


| becauſe thou haſt withdrawn thy 


hearrfrom the promiſe. When the 
earriage is heavy, and the way dead, 
there are m2ny ſore pulls, and oft the 
Waizgon is :taſtind ; and if aman_ 
ſhould ben go away and give over, 
all his work were loft, Therefore Ray 
Zhou cill the Lord ſhew mercy. Thus+ 
long -hou h:1t call'd;;and ſought, and - 
j00kr up to the promiſe, and waited 
mpon the Lord, aud attended upon '' 
&&e £1<caclle of his grace ; once more. 


hapy 
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baply would have done it : thy heart + 
was almoſt humbled, thy finne was 
almoit conquered : Oh thou ſilly 
ſoul}, why didſt notthou hold it out? 
It would have come at the laſt; my 
life for thine, Now take heed of 
this; if the time ſeem tedious, and 
thy beart begins to ſink, and thy ſpi- 
rit is weary ; take heed of flying off, 
take heed of ſhifting for thy owne 


comfort , and looking to baſe ends 


ard aims : no, hold thy micd to, and 


keep thy eye of faith uron the pro» 


miſe, and ſtay it out til] God ſee the 
the time fic; and know, its the beſt 
time when its Gods time: In the. 
17 of the 4G: verſc 31. Paul ſayes, 
E xcrpi theſe abide un the ſhip, * ye 
canno' be ſafr. Every man was sKip- 
ping over-board to fave himſelf : but 
Pan! ſtayed them. Aman; would ' 
have th-2ugh; otherwiſe ; bur the A+. 
pofſtie knew ir was-notfo; for the. 
L*rd bad reveated it to him. So I 
ſay, Be toy temprations never fo 
{trovg, and thy fins nzver ſo many, 
and thu beginneit ro complain; 'and | 
ſayeii, I bave cryeg, Lord, aud forghe 
earn {ts 
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earneſtly, and yet my condition is 
worſe, and my ſou! more ſinful, and. 
Iam leſs able to help my ſelf; there: 
15 NO more ſuccour to | be expeRed. 
Now take heed - of going out of the 
ſhip, and from the uſe of meanes - 
keep in the ſhip; for in ic you ſhall be- 
ſafe. Keep in the promiſe, and {till 
your hearts there : you ſhall have a- 
happy arrival at heaven, though it be 
Upon a little broken board - 1ts no- 
matter, tay (Z-ds time. | 
The fifth Dire&ion. Yet haply 
the Lord ſeems ſometimes not -onely: 
to delay his poor ſervants, and to 
withhold his favour : but he ſeems to 
frown, and ſay he wi!l not hear; and 
ke ſeems to be anpry with the prayer 
of his ſervants, and with their 1m-: 
por: unity, and hee feemes as if hee 
would not ſuccour and ſupply. Thus 
he dealt with Facob, Geneſis 32 20. 
there the Lord ſays, Lee me go; I care 
not what b:zcomes efthee, Let me go. 
Bit 74cob lays hold upon him; and 
wouid not let him go. So the laſt 
work of faith is this.- In a holy humi- 
lity {abour-to contend with God, LN 
4 y. 
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by ſtrong hand overcome the Lord ;, 
| for the Lord love, to be overcome. 
thus, Bce not faucy with the Lord; 

| andin the ſenſe of thine own baſe- 
| neſſe, as ir were, catch the Lord Je« 
\. ſus, and ſtrive with - him; leave 
- not till thou baſt thoſe comforts he. 


\ hath promiſed,and thou haſt begged... 


; This is the glory jand victory of the 
\ triumph of faith, that gives thee the 
| day too, -andiays down the weapons, 
| and yeelds himſelfe conquered : As it” 
4 was with 7aceb ; when God ſaw hee- 
| could not prevail, he ſaid, verſe 28. 
i Thy nam: ſh il n) more be called Pacob- 
| Fg Iſrael, becauſe thu hiſt pre vail- 


| whar he hath promiſed - but he will 


God overcomes himſelf, and wee by 
fairh in God overcome God - 


7aſt ice. Lord, ſaich my ſoul, Why 
| Ae not I have that mercy, ſupply 


1 art a ſinful wretech, and chou haſt 
wronged me, Saith Anger, Tow 


haſt deſerved. to- be plagued- and 
oY 


ther 


[ | edwithGod. God is ready to pive- 


\ have us try che maſtery with him. 
| 
[3 ames 2, 13. Aercy triumpn: over 


and ſuccour ?.Saith Fuſtice , Thow 


=; ; 
therefore thou ſhalt feel che ſmarc of 
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my diſpleaſure. Now faith lays hold 


ppon theriches of the freeneſſe of 
Gods meicy in Chriſt. and in him 


Juftice is ſatisfted, and Anger appea- 
ſed for ajl; aod now Mercy is pur- 
chaſed for all, and mercy triumpberh 


on and overcomes God hirnſeif, as I 


may ſay, with a hoiy humble baſe- 


neſfe of heart. Y>u know what the 


Lord did to the woman of Canaan: 
whe: ſhee had firiven with him a 


great wile, 6nd would take no de- 


ny8), %c 3. ſt he faith, 0 Woman. great” 


& thy fi«t2, tee tt wnto thee as rhow 


wilt' Take what chov wile, if thou. 
wilr have life tor thy childe, aud- 


pezce tor thine own conicience, and 
joy in che Holy Ghoſt-rakeit ; for it 


is all chne. He, as it were, turnes 


her !/ooſe'o all his treatury, If ſhe 
had gone away at the firſt or ſecond 
denyal, (he had found no Help ; but 


becouſe ſhe bed wut, (he bad all her | 
hears deſtte. 4,od would have us ' 
wreſte with his Majeſty , that bee j 
Way. bee- overcuſne in mercy and-| 

| good- | 
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over Juſtice, and Faith takes ho!d up-- 


F inthe greateff extremity chat could 


- ven : bat I would 'nor have a Chri- 


— — _—_—_— —_—— 
_ DIED 


goodneſs. I'might have bere taken 
ſome of the moſt deſperate caſes that” 
could be, that you-might have Teen 
what faith would have done in the- 
midſt:of the want of all means, and 


have befallen a poor ſinner; bux I 

psſſe over that at 'this time. Now 
therefore | conſider what hath been 
ſaid : lay theſe chings up \, and have 
them ever before you, and prattiſe © 
them : and by often writing, learne- 
to write * and by often living, leara 
to live Many people live poorly, . 
and make a poor fhift to go to hea- 


ſtan live fo, but be Maſter of his Are. 

Know and ſee your way, and vuſethe 

means. Labour to get good thereby, 
that you may have ſap, 21d the ſweer 
of the promiſes, E:40 go ſinging, and - 
re;oycing,and triumphing up ro hea» 

ven. Now that which I conclude 
with3l, is this. Y-u ſec how far the 
Lord hath brought-us, how the ſau 
hach been prepared, and cut of from 
fi: and himſelf, if fitted for the Lord \ 
}+«ſus- by concritioa and humiliati- 
99,” 
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no, and that the tou]! comes to ſee 


that there is no hope in the' creatures . 
nor any ſuccour in Heaven, but in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo at laſt rhe 
ſinner comes & {ies at the foot of the 


Lord Jeſus Chr {t, and knowes that 
either he muſt be another man, or a 
damned min - now when he ſees that 
prayer and all other meanes will not 


profit, and the power of the meanes' 


yet prevails not, and the power of 


his corruptions is not yet maſtered - 
then he looks up toChrift,and is con-' 


tented that he ſhould do what he wil 
with him. Now when the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſees him lie wearied thus 
with his corruptions, then the Lord: 
Sives ſpeciall notice to' his ſou), that 
It is his purpoſe to do him good, and: 
that thete is mercy for chat broken 
heart of his. With that, Hope 1s it c- 
red and faith, is it poſſible ? is it cres 
dible ? * Shall this wretchedneſle of 
mine be pardoned ? Oh my deſire is 
kindled within me, and I long for 
that day. Oh that T might once ſee 
the Faneral ofall my firine ! Mark 
now, how love and joy are cheared 


i. a 


eee een ——_— 
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draws unio-Chriſt, 


to entertaine this Mercy ; and faith, 
Oh how is the ſoule bound and inga« 
ged to God, that offers free and un«_ 
deſerved prace to a {tabborn and re- 

| bellions ſinner! At laſt the Will ſaich 
Amen to the promiſe,8 further ſaith, 
Oh chat mercy I will have ! And thus 
the ſoule is come home to God, by 
vocation. Now the Prodigal is come 
home to-his tather, and the Fathers 
heart leaps within his breaft, when he 
ſees him lie at the. door. And as the 
Father rejoyceth, ſo the Anpels in- 
Heaven rejoyce, and all the Fiithful 
ſhall rejoyce, and fay, Oh my Hus- 
band, Oh my Father, Oh my child,. 
and my Wite that was a ſinfull Wo- 
man, is come home again, to her firft 
and beſt Hu:band. You that have 
ſound it thus in your ſelves ; be com« 
forted:you that kaow it in others,re- 
Joyce, 


To ſum up all briefly, we ſee; 
Firſt, when wee have pluckt away 
all carnal props , that then rhers is 
way made-for the promiſe to come in' 
TO Us, - 
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Secondly, and when our bearts are 
poſſeſſed : Rh of the ſufficiency 
of Gods promiſe and grace,that then 
the promiſe that draws neer, begins 
its work. 

Thirdly, that when we expe& all 
from the promiſe, even power to 
cometo it, that then it lays faſt hold 
gpon vs. 

Fourthly, that when we are con- 
tent to yeild to the juſt conditions of 
the promiſe, then the promiſe carries 
us, and all in vs. 

Thus we haye ſeen the binderan- 
ces removed, and the means pro- 
pounded : and now, that we may bee 
moved and perſwaded importu- 
nately to ſeekafter this bleſſed grace 
of God : let us further conſider thus 
much : namely, that if we once pet 
this grace, wee get all other graces 
with ir ; which is a ground of mrcn 
comfort \& cannot but keep us doing: 
For wil it not much incourape a man, 
when in the doing of one work, hee 
knows he ſhall do another: 0ay;all his 
work with ons labour ? but ſo it is 
inthe work: of faich. Oh then how 
ſhould 
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are | ſhould it incourage us to labour for 
faith , ſeeing that by getting it, wee 
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drawn unto Chriſt, 


have ali?Men that are wiſe to provide 
for themſelves, and to lay ont their 
monies in ſome purchaſe for the 
beſt : when they ſee a ground well 
wooded and watered, but eſpecially 
to have forme rich Mines in it; all 
their minds will be upon ſuch a place; 
becauſe, having ir, they have all 
with it: So it ſhould be here, in 
our deſires: and as chere,ſo here : get 
Erace, aiid get all : ſtrengthen here, 
and all is ftrong : but want here, and p,;h to be 
want every where : having this grace laboured 
of faith, you need not ſeok for wiſe-for avove 
dom; for faith will make you wiſe'to*" 8736s: 
ſalvation : and you need not labour 
for patience ; for he ehar is faithfull, 
will be patient; and fo for other 
graces: He that hath. the grace of 
faich, hath them all , hath hoiineſle, 
hath cleanneſſe, hath love, hath a 
pure mind, and good conſcience : 
and what hath hee not 7 The Saints 
of God endeavour wich much paines 
to pet grace, and-to ſubdue corrap- 
tion ; but becauſe they taxe not the 
OM OE nr right: 


= rightwaytoit 

find. | 
Many a poore ſonſe mournes and 
cryes to Heaven for mercy,and prays 
againft a ftabborn bard heart, and is 
weary of his life. becauſthis vile heart 
remaines yet in kim; and yet haply 
gets little or no redreſs: the reaſon is, 
and the main wound lies here;he goes 
the wrong way to work ;. for, hee 
that would have grace muſt ( firft of 
all ) 
the reſt ; buy the field, and the Pearl 
is thine; it goes with the purcbaſe, 
thou muft not thiok w:th thine own 


proud heart; for that will not doe : 
but let tby. faich go firſt tro Chrift, 
and-try what that can doe. There are 


as, meekneſle, patience, humility and 
wiſedome - now faith will fetch all 
theſe, and Poſleſſe the ſoule of them» 
Brethren, therefore if you ſet any 


get faith, faith will bring all. 
ftrugling to get the maſtery of a 


many graces neceſſary in this work; 


þ Price upon theſe graces, buy the field, 

 Vx.V labour for faith ; get that, and you: 

> Sgetall. . The Apoſtie ſaith, ze all þ 
ww  mwithopmfacebeholding, arin a glaſs 
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the ſame image from plory to. olory. 
ind | The Lord Chriſt is x. Slaſs, nf, hy 
ays | glorious grace of God in Chrift , is 

d is | that glory of the Lord - therefore 

art | firſt behold this grace in C+rift_ by 

ply | faich ( and thou mult fo, before thog 

Ms, | canft receive grace. ) Firft, ſee hu» 

oes || mility in.Chrift, and then ferch it 

hee || thence - Firlt (ee ſtrength and cou- 
of | rage in bim, whereby to inable thy 
all ] weak heart, and ftrenpth will come; 
there fetch it, and there have it. 

W ould you then have a meck graci- 
ous and humble heart; I dare ſay for 
ſome of you that you had rather have 
it then any thing under heauen, and 
would think it the beſt birgain that 
ever you made; which is the cauſe 
why you ſay, O chat I cou!d once ſee 
that day, that this proud heart of 
| mine might bee hambled ! Oh if I 
could ice the laſt blood of my fins, I 
(bould then chi::k my ſelfe happy; 
none more, and defire to live no 
Fx longer! Bur is this thy defire, poor 
g ſoul ? then get faith, .and ſo buy the 
whole, for they all go together : nor 
think 


| the glory of the Lord, are changed ima 
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ink to have Som npon any price, 
'n ot ry faith : I meane patience, 
and meekneffe, and the humble hearc: 
£ Thar bay faith the field, and you have' 
thePearl, Further, would you have 


glory of God-under eye, and be | 


more heavenly minded? then look | 
co it, and get it by the eye of Faith : 

look up to it in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and then you (ball ſee it; and 
then hold you there* for there, and 
there onely , this viſion of the glory 
of God is to bee ſeen, to your 
everlaſting peace and endleffe com- 
fore. When men uſe co make a pur» 
chaſe, they ſpeak of all the commodi- 
ties of it - as, That there is ſo much 
wood, worth ſo much ; and ſo much 
ſtock,worth ſo much, and then they 
offer for the whole, anſwerable to 
theſe ſeverals. So here, there is /tem 
for ;an'heavenly minde, and that's 


_ 


ER her 


worth:ithouſands; and [tem for an 
bamble heart, and that's worth mil- 
lions; . and ſo for the reſt, And are 
. thoſe graces ſo much worth ? what \ 
1s aith worth then ? Hence, wee. 
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